Another blow for ‘Don’t Ask, Don’t Tell’? 

Arn\y court strikes down last remaining 
sodomy laws - could impact antigay policy. 
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King of Clubs 

San Francisco’s Gus Bean 
keeps the parties rolling. 
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Bad behavior 

Gael Garcia Bernal 
in ‘Bad Education.’ 

see Arts section 
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HRC 

refutes 

reports 

of 

retreat 

by Zak Szymanski 


I n the week following a front page 
New York Times story about the 
Human Rights Campaign’s plans 
to become even 
more moderate 
and back away 
from issues like 
gay marriage, 

HRC spokes- 
people have re¬ 
futed the story, 
claiming that 
the national 
LGBT organiza¬ 
tion never advo¬ 
cated a retreat 
from the fight for equality. 

But not all LGBT activists are buy¬ 
ing it. And even some who concede 
that the media makes mistakes believe 
that an error on such a grand scale 
highlights the problems with HRC’s 
leadership style. 

The December 9 article, “Groups 
Debate Slower Strategy on Gay 
Rights,” noted HRC’s recent leader¬ 
ship changes in the wake of the na¬ 
tional presidential election, with 
Cheryl Jacques stepping down as 
HRC president, and HRC co-chairs 
Michael Berman and Hilary Rosen 
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Hilary Rosen 


Serving the gay, lesbian, bisexual, and transgender communities since 1971 


Canada high court OKs 
same-sex marriage 


by Kevin Davis 


C anada’s Supreme 
Court ruled De¬ 
cember 9 that 
the country’s 
constitution allows 
broadening its definition 
of marriage to permit 
same-sex unions. The de¬ 
cision allows the govern¬ 
ment to ask Parliament 
to legalize such unions 
nationwide. 

If Parliament ap¬ 
proves the action, as is 
likely, Canada would be¬ 
come, after the Nether¬ 
lands and Belgium, the 
third country to legalize 
same-sex marriage. 

Such marriages are 
currently legal in On- 
tario, British Columbia, Quebec, the Yukon, 
Manitoba, Nova Scotia, and Saskatchewan. 

• Prime Minister Paul Martin said that since 
six Canadian provinces and a territory al¬ 
ready allow gay marriage, accounting for 85 
percent of the population, he favored nation- 



Kevin Bourassa, left, and Joe Varnell, Canada's first legally married s 
couple, are happy with last week's court decision. 


al legalization and that his Cabinet ministers 
should, also. Parliament will introduce a bill 
upon returning to session on January 31. 

To pass, the bill needs the approval of al¬ 
most half the Liberal Party Parliament mem¬ 
bers to obtain a 155-vote majority in the 308- 


seat House. The bill cur¬ 
rently has the support of 
the 38-member Liberal 
Party Cabinet and virtually 
all the Quebecois (Quebec 
national party), and 19 
New Democrat (socialist) 
lawmakers. Only the Con¬ 
servative Party opposes it. 

In its nonbinding opin¬ 
ion, the Supreme Court 
said that the legal defini¬ 
tion of marriage should 
change with public opin¬ 
ion over time. 

“Several centuries ago, 
it would have been under¬ 
stood that marriage be 
available only to opposite- 
sex couples,” the court said. 
“The recognition of same- 
sex marriage in several 
Canadian jurisdictions as 
well as two European 
countries belies the assertion that the same is 
true today.” 

Evan Wolfson, executive director of the 
U.S. group Freedom to Marry, said that the 
court decision is the final step in justifying 
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Lesbian minister defrocked: 
A talk with Beth Stroud 


by Jason Victor Serinus 

O n December 2, 18 months after the 
Reverend Beth Stroud, an associate 
pastor of Philadelphia’s First United 
Methodist Church of Germantown, 
announced that was a lesbian, a Methodist 


Love those rainbow flags 

Clyde Wildes, founder of Raising Colors, grabs a rainbow flag as friend and supporter 
Dan Healy looks on. Wildes was at a benefit for his organization Saturday, December 
11 hosted by Carl Hack and Jeff Mauk. Raising Colors is the group that puts up the 
320 rainbow flags along Market Street every June. "It was a great party," said 
Wildes, who added that next year marks the 22nd year the flags will have flown. Hack 
said that about $18,000 was raised at the benefit, which was more than expected. 
People can sponsor flags in memory of a loved one or in honor of someone special. For 
more information, visit www.raisingcolors.com. 


court of 13 clergy voted 7- 
6 to withdraw her minis¬ 
terial credentials. Stroud 
was charged with violat¬ 
ing Paragraph 2702.1(b) 
of the 2000 Book of Disci¬ 
pline by living as “a self- 
avowed practicing homo¬ 
sexual in a monogamous, 
committed relationship 
... while in the ordained 
ministry.” 

Though Stroud, 34, 
can no longer wear the in¬ 
signia of ordained min¬ 
istry, perform weddings, 
consecrate communion, 
or baptize, she continues 
as associate pastor of the 
Northwest Philadelphia 
church whose long histo¬ 
ry of justice work fre¬ 
quently leads its congregants to take to the 
streets. 

Charges against Stroud were based on 
four bodies of evidence. These included an 
April 27,2003 sermon in which she credited 
Chris Paige, with whom she has now lived for 
four years, as embodying “grace and love and 
discipleship for me.” 

“Because of my relationship with her,” 
said Stroud in her sermon, “I am a better, 
more faithful Christian. I am deeply grateful 
to her for the daily practice in loving and 
being loved and forgiving and being forgiv¬ 
en that constantly deepens who I am as a per¬ 
son of faith.” 

Retired Bishop Joseph Yeakel, who 
presided over the two-day trial, refused to 
allow Stroud’s defense to cite a March 2004 



The Reverend Beth Stroud 


Methodist decision that 
found openly lesbian min¬ 
ister the Reverend Karen 
Dammann of Seattle not 
guilty of engaging in 
“practices incompatible 
with Christian teachings.” 
Nor did he grant Stroud 
the opportunity to chal¬ 
lenge the rulebook on the 
grounds that it violates the 
Christian principles of the 
Bible and the Constitution 
of the United Methodist 
Church. She was instead 
given 30 days to appeal. 

Several days after the 
verdict, Stroud granted her 
first post-trial interview to 
the LGBT press. The tele¬ 
phone conversation was 
held December 7. 

Asked if she has since decided to appeal, 
Stroud admits that she is torn. 

“This congregation decided roughly 15 
years ago to become a reconciling congrega¬ 
tion that’s fully inclusive of gay and lesbian 
people in all aspects of its life and ministry,” 
she explained. 

“When we made that decision, the church 
went through a very long process where it 
was important that everyone be heard and 
everyone have a chance to speak. As a result, 
some of my strongest supporters in the con¬ 
gregation are people who then had a different 
perspective on homosexuality than they have 
now. I would like my brothers and sisters 
throughout the UMC to have the same op¬ 
portunity for conversion and transformation 
page 16 ► 
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DOWNTOWN GLEN PARK 

450 Sutter St, Suite 1233 2790 Diamond Street 
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Metropolitan Community Church 
of San Francisco 

A Spiritual Home for GLBTQ People Since 1970 
Sunday Services 9AM, 11AM, 7PM 
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150 Eureka Street, in The Castro | www.mccsf.org 
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Psychotherapy - Castro Location 

WM GREG MILLER, PSYM 

Gay Issues, HIV, Substance Abuse, 
Depression, Crisis Intervention, 
Support for Aginc/Life Changes. 
No Fee for Initial Consultation 
No Insurance Accepted 
415-503-1630 
CA Licensed Psychologist PSY 19731 
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Library, GLHS merger 
draws mixed reaction 


by Matthew S. Bajko 


Jp% upporters and detractors of 
a proposal to move the 
GLBT Historical Society 
and Museum’s archives to the Cas¬ 
tro’s branch library packed the 
first public meeting about the 
project last Saturday, December 
11 . 

Roughly 50 people attended 
the late morning meeting at the 
Eureka Valley Harvey Milk 
Memorial Branch Library to 
weigh in on whether a planned 
renovation of the 1960s building 
should be expanded to include 
building an addition or second 
floor to house the historical soci¬ 
ety’s collection. 

* “It’s a great project but not 
here,” said Marshall Feldman, a 
Noe Valley resident who argued 
that the modernist building 
should be preserved and not 
knocked down. “To lose another 
modernist building for another 
bland Victorian building is a 
shame. Maybe it would be better 
at the City Athletic Club build¬ 
ing.” 

The athletic club site above the 
Castro Muni station on 17th 
Street is currently vacant and for 
lease. Another site suggested as a 
better fit for the historical society 
was the vacant parcel at Market 
and 16th streets. Long planned as 
the home to a Noe Valley church, 



Most Holy Redeemer 

/ 00 Diamond Street 
San Francisco, CA 94114 
Tel. (415) 863-6259 

Christmas Week Liturgies 

Friday, December 24, 2004 

8 a.m. Morning Mass 
9:30 p.m. Carol Service 
10 p.m. Christmas Vigil Mass 

Saturday, December 25,2004 

8 a.m. Christmas Mass 
10 a.m. Christmas Mass 
There is no evening Mass. 

Friday, December 31, 2004 

8 a.m. Morning Mass 
5:30 p.m. New Year’s live Mass 

God’s Inclusive Love 
Proclaimed Here ! 



Supervisor Bevan Dufty, lower left, listens to comments at the meeting to 
discuss changes at the Harvey Milk branch of the public library. 


the land has remained vacant for 
years after an arson fire destroyed 
the church formerly at the site. 

Brian Basinger, founder of the 
AIDS Housing Alliance, said he 
preferred seeing senior housing 
built above the branch library. 

“We are losing our living peo¬ 
ple history,” said Basinger, who 
also floated the idea of swapping 
the church’s land for the library’s 
lot. “You could have a more land¬ 
mark building at that spot” on 
Market Street. 

Lion Barnett, former president 
of the Eureka Valley Promotion 
Association, said he favored pre¬ 
serving the current library branch. 

“This is a great building. I 
would hate to see it destroyed.” 

While no final decisions have 
been made about the proposal pr ; 
the look of an expanded library, 
several people in attendance said 
it appeared otherwise. The possi¬ 
bility of losing the library’s park¬ 
ing spaces also drew criticism 
from residents and merchants. 

“This feels like a coup,” decried 
Edith Wellin, a member of the 
Council of Neighborhood Li¬ 
braries. “Once the parking is gone 
the seniors will be unable to come 
here.” 

“It would be the end of the 
neighborhood’s use of this facili¬ 
ty,” she added. “It certainly would 
no longer be comfortable to the 
rest of the community.” 

Others spoke in favor of the 
project, saying the city and gay 
community have a responsibility 
not only to preserve queer history 
but to educate younger genera¬ 
tions about those who came be¬ 
fore them. 

“We’ve always supported 
maintaining the gay identity of 


this neighborhood. We would like 
to see the development of gay in¬ 
stitutions. I think we could really 
support something like this,” said 
Joe Curtain, with Castro Area 
Planning and Action. Though he 
added, “This is a sweet little 
building. It has operfspace I hope 
can be maintained in some 
sense.” 

Neil Shorstein said if the two 
groups are willing to work togeth¬ 
er then he sees no reason to op¬ 
pose the project. 

“It sounds pretty good to me. 
It seems to make sense and would 
be a win-win for the community,” 
he said. 

Library officials are already 
meeting and discussing plans for 
a $4.3 million renovation of the li- 
bpf y 

Pond and Prosper due to passage 
of the city’s Branch Library Reno¬ 
vation Bond. The current struc¬ 
ture is a 5,600 square foot, one- 
story facility that is not seismical- 
ly safe and out of code under the 
Americans with Disabilities Act. 
Current plans call for adding a 
500 to 1,000 square foot addition 
on the library’s back patio. 

Paul Underwood, acting city li¬ 
brarian, said if the building were 
instead demolished, then a pro¬ 
gram room for the community 
could be added, as well as more 
space to house the library’s 
Hormel Center collection of 
LGBT material. 

With the historical society’s 
archives as well, Underwood said 
the branch would have a “research 
focus but still be a general use li¬ 
brary.” 

Ruth Mahaney, co-chair of the 
historical society’s board, said the 
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Supes secure funding 
for AIDS programs 



by Matthew S. Bajko 


ike magicians pulling rab¬ 
bits out of their hats, San 
I Francisco’s Board of Super¬ 
visors miraculously found $6 mil¬ 
lion in savings in the city’s budget 
to head off devastating healthcare 
cuts, especially for people living 
with AIDS. 

At their meeting Tuesday, De¬ 
cember 14, the supervisors passed 
the money saving plan by raising 
restaurant inspection fees, ending 
free bottled water service for city 
employees, capping overtime for 
administrative city employees, 
moving more indigent and low- 
income residents from city aid to 
federal programs, and cutting 
public funding for the San Fran¬ 
cisco Convention & Visitors Bu¬ 
reau by 5 percent, or less than 
$600,000, over the next one and a 
half years. 

It remains to be seen how the 
money will be allocated to those 
AIDS agencies that had been ex¬ 
pecting cuts. But the news was 
welcome relief for nonprofit lead¬ 
ers who have battled funding cuts 
since spring. 

“I don’t know if it is full 
restoration or partial restoration. 
It is good news all around 
though,” said Brett Andrews, exec¬ 
utive director of Positive Resource 
Center. 

The agency was facing a 
$77,000 cut, which would have 


meant the loss of two staff people. 
As of Wednesday morning, An¬ 
drews said he had yet to hear if the 
full amount would be restored. 

“We are now able to, if re¬ 
stored, hold on and maintain our 
capacity to provide support ser¬ 
vices to people with AIDS,” he 
said. 

One proposal to cut city fund¬ 
ing to the opera, ballet, and sym¬ 
phony was shelved after Mayor 
Gavin Newsom said he would 
veto such a cut. And the supervi¬ 
sors pared back proposed cuts to 
the visitors bureau. 

The Board of Supervisors Bud¬ 
get Committee voted last Thurs¬ 


day 2-1 to send to the full board 
the proposal by Supervisor Gerar¬ 
do Sandoval to cut $3.66 million 
or half of the annual hotel tax al¬ 
location to the visitors bureau. 
Sandoval said he made the pro¬ 
posal because the city’s business 
community, which opposed two 
tax measures that failed last 
month, had to do its share to plug 
the city’s $97 million deficit. 

“I was hopeful we would get 
the attention of the business com¬ 
munity and what is their fair 
share,” Sandoval said during the 
committee hearing last week. 
“They think they are going to win 
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News in 


by Cynthia Laird 


Gay men’s forum tonight 

The San Francisco Gay Men’s 
Community Initiative will host its 
December community forum 
tonight (Thursday, December 16) 
from 6:30 to 8:30 p.m. at Metro¬ 
politan Community Church-San 
Francisco, 150 Eureka Street. Par¬ 
ticipants are invited to join in a di¬ 
alogue with a panel of profession¬ 
als and other gay men to discuss 
“Holiday Blues,” and the way in 
which the demands and pressures 
of the holiday season can be over¬ 
whelming for many. Questions 
that will be discussed include “Do 
the holidays bring expectations of 
togetherness and social connec¬ 
tion that cannot be met by ‘gay’ 
families?” and “Do you feel oblig¬ 
ated to be festive and social when 
you either don’t want to or can’t?” 
Following the discussion, there 
will be a holiday celebration. The 
event is free. For more informa¬ 
tion, e-mail sfgmci@yahoo.com. 

Castro Theatre protest 

An ad hoc group is organizing a 
protest at the Castro Theatre Satur¬ 
day, December 18 from 3 to 5 p.m. 
in response to owner Ted Nasser’s 
recent firing of programmer Anita 
Monga. Audiences in Action, a 
group of film lovers committed to 
saving the Castro, questions Nass¬ 
er’s commitment to showing gay 
themed films at the theater. 

In a telephone interview with 
the Bay Area Reporter last month, 
Nasser refuted any claims that he 
or his wife have raised concerns 



In a religion that 
was bom in a bam, 
an open door 
goes without saying. 

Our church invites you to join m in the worship 
and fellowship of jeuo Christ, The dm>r is always open, 


Christ Church, Lutheran (ELCA) 1090 Quintara @ 20 th Ave. 

415.664.0915 www.christchurchlutheran.org 

Sunday worship: 10:00 a.m. Christmas Eve: 7:30 p.m. 

Saturday worship: 5:00 p.m. Christmas Day: 10:00 a.m. 

Daily Prayer (Tues.-Fri.): 12:15 & 5:15 p.m. Parking is available 


brief 


about the gay content of the 
movies shown at the theater or the 
images used in the promotional 
materials for the films. 

But Audiences in Action said 
its demonstration would protest 
Monga’s firing- and demand that 
theater owners bring her back. 
“Their misguided decision has a 
negative impact not only on their 
business, but also on San Francis¬ 
co’s reputation as a city that fos¬ 
ters cultural excellence,” organiz¬ 
ers said in a statement. 

For more information, e-mail 
rehireanita@yahoo.com. 

Dog rescue benefit 

Wonder Dog rescue, a San 
Francisco dog and cat rescue or¬ 
ganization, is holding a holiday 
party and fundraiser at El Rio Sat¬ 
urday, December 18 from 6 to 9 
p.m. The event will help raise 
funds to support the medical care 
of Wonder Dog’s rescued animals 
as well as homeless cats and dogs 
in Thailand. Vegetarian fare will 
be provided by Cafe Abo and 
there will be a no-host bar and 
holiday music. A sliding scale $10- 
$15 donation is requested. El Rio 
is located at 3158 Mission Street. 
For more information, e-mail 
Linda@wonderdogrescue.org or 
call (415) 756-1306. 

Hepatitis C workshop 

The Quan Yin Healing Center 
will present a free workshop on 
hepatitis C care Saturday, Decem¬ 
ber 18. The morning event will be 
on focusing Qigong to manage the 
hepatitis C virus and will be pre¬ 
sented by Laura Bresler. The cen¬ 
ter is located at 455 Valencia Street 
in San Francisco. As with previous 
workshops, Saturday’s session be¬ 
gins with a light breakfast at 9:30 
a.m. and ends with a mini-Qigong 
class at noon. 



For more information, call or 
e-mail Carla Wilson at (415) 861- 
4964 or qyhac@aol.com. 

GMC holiday concerts 

The San Francisco Gay Men’s 
Chorus is gearing up for several of 
its “Home for the Holidays” con¬ 
certs, starting with one tonight 
(Thursday, December 16) at 7 p.m. 
at the Castro Theatre, 429 Castro 
Street in San Francisco. Tonight’s 
performance includes the chorus’ 
Lollipop Guild and Vocal Minority, 
as well as the bell choir from 
Bethany United Methodist Church. 
Tickets are $20 per person. 

On Sunday, December 19, the 
chorus will perform in Santa Cruz 
at the First Congregational 
Church, 900 High Street. Tickets 
are $20 general admission; $35 
preferred and the show benefits 
Full Spectrum and the Santa Cruz 
AIDS Project. For tickets, call 
(831) 420-5260. 

On Christmas Eve, the chorus 
returns to the Castro Theatre for 
three shows - at 5, 7, and 9 p.m. 
General admission is $15 or $20 
after December 23. This marks the 
15th year the chorus has per¬ 
formed its holiday show and in¬ 
cludes the Lesbian/Gay Chorus of 
San Francisco at the 9 p.m. event. 

Tickets for the San Francisco 
shows are available at www.sfgmc.org 
or call (415) 865-3650. 

Coat drive for queer youth 

Assemblyman Mark Leno’s (D- 
San Francisco) office, the LGBT 
Community Center’s Youth Space, 
and the Lavender Youth Recre¬ 
ation and Information Center are 
teaming up with Out of the Clos¬ 
et thrift store and have announced 
a winter coat drive for needy 
LGBT youth. Out of the Closet is 
supplying warm coats and is also 
seeking help from the community. 

Interested people can donate a 
jacket or coat that they no longer 
need (preferably clean and in 
good condition) at any Out of the 
Closet location between now and 
the end of the month. Out of the 
Closet has stores Ideated at 100 
Church Street (at Duboce); 1498 
Polk Street (at California) and 
2415 Mission Street in San Fran¬ 
cisco and at 1600 University Av¬ 
enue in Berkeley. The store bene¬ 
fits the Magic Johnson HIV/AIDS 
clinics. For more information, call 
the Church Street store at (415) 
252-1101.T 
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Hormel joins board of 
Commonwealth Club 


by Zak Szymanski 


an Francisco’s Common¬ 
wealth Club - the nation’s 
oldest and largest public af¬ 
fairs forum - has selected promi¬ 
nent LGBT community leader 
James C. Hormel to serve on its 
board of directors. 

The openly gay philanthropist, 
businessman, and former ambas¬ 
sador to Luxembourg begins his 
introductory one-year term in 
January. Most board members 
then go on to serve additional 
two-year or three-year terms. 

As a longtime member of the 
Commonwealth Club, Hormel, 
71, said the organization “per¬ 
forms a very important commu¬ 
nity service in bringing diverse 
points of view in the form of lec¬ 
tures, lunches speakers, and pro¬ 
grams of various types here to the 
city. I’m pleased I was invited to 
join.” 

The Commonwealth Club has 
about 16,000 members and an an¬ 
nual budget of about $3.2 million. 
It produces over 400 annual 
events on topics ranging across 
politics, culture, society, and the 
economy. Membership is open to 
anyone and ranges from $45 for 
students to $155 for families. 

Widely sought for the boards 
of several other organizations, 
Hormel comes from a variety of 
different backgrounds and experi¬ 
ence, which is what made him 
such an appealing choice, accord¬ 
ing to Commonwealth Club CEO 



James C. Hormel 


Gloria Duffy. 

“Every year we make up a list 
of desirable board members, and 
Jim is qualified on so many differ¬ 
ent levels,” said Duffy. “He’s a 
business community leader, a 
diplomat, a nonprofit philan¬ 
thropist, and has ties to the gay 
community. A lot of other organi¬ 
zations have asked him to serve on 
their boards, and we’re just 
thrilled he said yes to us.” 

As one of 47 board members, 
Hormel’s duties will include set¬ 
ting policy for the organization, 
planning the general focus of pro¬ 
gramming, problem solving, com¬ 
munity outreach, networking, 
fundraising, and being a public 
representative of what the organi¬ 
zation stands for. 

Neither Hormel nor the Com¬ 


monwealth Club are comfortable 
declaring him to be the first open¬ 
ly gay board member - “We’ve 
had other board members who 
may be openly gay, but it hasn’t 
come up during board business,” 
said Duffy - but all are in agree¬ 
ment that he is the first board 
member with a public focus on 
gay and lesbian issues. 

Hormel believes his sexual ori¬ 
entation may be an asset in the 
sense that it brings the Common¬ 
wealth Club “avenues to a con¬ 
stituency that they haven’t neces¬ 
sarily had before,” but other than 
that he believes it is a non-issue. 

“That seems to be something 
that is fading into our past as 
more and more boards include 
openly gay members. I don’t pre¬ 
sume to be bringing something 
entirely new to the board in that 
regard, which I think is encourag¬ 
ing,” he said. “But that doesn’t 
mean we don’t have to bring our 
issues to the forefront with some 
regularity.” 

The Commonwealth Club has 
expanded its LGBT programming 
in recent years, coinciding with the 
arrival of Duffy, who came to the 
organization directly from the Pen¬ 
tagon in 1996. Club programs have 
included discussions on “Don’t 
Ask, Don’t Tell”; gay parenting; and 
gay marriage, even before Mayor 
Gavin Newsom began issuing 
same-sex marriage licenses. Addi- 
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HRC’s straight talk 


T he Human Rights Campaign is in 
freefall these days. Its former presi¬ 
dent, Cheryl Jacques, was dumped un¬ 
ceremoniously by the board a couple of 
weeks ago and recent news reports have 
stated that one of the reasons for her forced 
resignation (or firing, depending on your 
view) was that Jacques wanted to continue 
HRC’s push for marriage equality. That ap¬ 
parently was at odds with the board, which 
is shell-shocked by the November election 
that resulted in antigay marriage bans in 11 
states, not to mention the re-election of 
President Bush. Board members and HRC 
spokespeople have denied vehemently that 
Jacques’s resignation was due to the election 
results, and they have denied news reports 
that suggest HRC wants to take a more 
moderate approach. 

But the HRC board’s decision to put 
moderates in charge of the organization 
while it searches for a permanent replace¬ 
ment only bolsters arguments made by its 
critics: namely, that HRC is shying away 
from the same-sex marriage debate. 

The board also is facing serious ques¬ 
tions about its decision to name a straight 
man - Democratic lobbyist Michael 
Berman - as interim director, along with 
out lesbian Hilary Rosen, another high- 
powered lobbyist who is the partner of for¬ 
mer HRC head Elizabeth Birch. Curiously, 
HRC omitted from its initial news release 
the information that Berman is heterosexu¬ 
al and only later provided that fact, which 
was spun by fellow board members as some 
sort of bold decision. 

We strongly disagree. 

It is certainly true that the LGBT com¬ 
munity needs powerful straight allies, and 
we’re the first to admit that we won’t get full 
equality without help and votes from 
straight politicians and other leaders. And 
we appreciate Berman’s tenure on HRC’s 
board. But leading a gay rights organization 
is different. In that capacity, Berman is in 
charge of developing HRC’s future path; 
but he’s not part of the constituency that 
HRC purports to serve - the LGBT com¬ 
munity. 

One of our complaints when HRC hired 
Jacques last year was her relative inexperi¬ 
ence being out of the closet - in that light, 
the selection of Berman to lead HRC, how¬ 
ever temporary, is even worse - he’s not 


even gay. Berman in a leadership role of the 
organization is different from serving as a 
board member. How can he truly speak for 
lesbians and gays when he is not a member 
of that community? No matter how empa- 
thetic Berman is to LGBT issues - and we 
have no doubt that he is - he simply 
lacks the intimate, personal under¬ 
standing of our issues that can 
only come from the experience , 
of being gay. We have spent 
decades being marginalized and 
pushed to the sidelines by the 
straight leaders of national organiza¬ 
tions, and now the country’s largest gay 
rights group cannot find a 
qualified, experienced gay 
man to help lead it? It’s offen¬ 
sive. 

HRC was founded for a reason: gays and 
lesbians needed a strong voice to lobby at 
the national level. But the organization has 
always fought the perception that it’s main¬ 
ly made up of well-to-do white gays, and 
only this year finally embraced inclusion of 
transgenders in its signature legislative 
work, the Employment Non-Discrimina¬ 
tion Act. HRC did take an active and im¬ 


portant role in fighting the Federal Marriage 
Amendment in Congress this year, but the 
slew of state amendments banning same-sex 
marriage now has sent the organization into 
a tailspin, with at least some board members 
apparently feeling queasy about pushing 
ahead. 

We cannot sit back and wait for con¬ 
servative elements of this country to 
amend us out of existence. Already, 
since the election, there has been a 
steady drip, drip, drip of disturbing 
developments: the push for absti¬ 
nence-only sex education; the prolif¬ 
eration of “intelligent design” cur¬ 
riculum in the schools (which 
is a new way of saying cre¬ 
ationism); television stations 
being afraid to air various pro¬ 
grams because of threats of action from the 
Federal Communications Commission; the 
list goes on and on. The religious right, em¬ 
boldened by Bush’s re-election, will stop at 
nothing when it comes to promote intoler¬ 
ance and the denial of basic rights. 

HRC is sending the wrong message these 
days - the organization needs to fight hard¬ 
er, not retreat into the wilderness. T 
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by Roger Doughty and John Bare 


few weeks ago, we got an unwelcome 
|| reminder that the path to justice isn’t 
IS as smooth as a yellow brick road. In 
11 states, voters amended their constitu¬ 
tions to prohibit us from receiving rights we 
don’t even have yet, and eight of those states 
voted to remove rights we’d barely begun to 
enjoy. Hatred and fear won this election as 
surely as did George Bush and Dick Cheney. 
Now, after several weeks of cycling through 
the grief process, many of us are asking what 
we do now to keep our movement from 
stalling. The short answer is a lot. And one 
starting place lies as close as our mailboxes. 

While the outlook appears grim, we 
must remember the remarkable and irre¬ 
versible progress we’ve made toward free¬ 
dom and equality. While running for presi¬ 
dent in 2000, candidate Bush only reluc¬ 
tantly met with a group of gay and lesbian 
Republicans, the so-called Austin 12. As 
president, he now says that states should be 
allowed to recognize civil unions. Joyously, 
many of us are and remain legally married 
in Massachusetts and Canada, while the U.S. 
Supreme Court has ruled that the private 
expression of our intimacy lies beyond the 
scope of government regulation. 

We must also remember that the LGBT 
movement didn’t make progress by chance, 
nor will chance reverse our most recent mis¬ 
fortunes. Progress comes through countless 


individual acts of courage and integrity, and 
through the tireless work of community or¬ 
ganizations that advocate for us, defend us, 
and keep us healthy in mind, body, and spir¬ 
it. They amplify our voices. They build a 
strong community. They celebrate and pro¬ 
claim our lives through the arts. 

Yet these organizations struggle daily for 
support. They ask us to volunteer, to write 
our governor and legislators, to vol¬ 
unteer in our clinics and galleries, 
and to walk, run, bike, skate, dance, 
and eat in support of them. They 
cannot do their work without our 
volunteer efforts. 

But they need more than vol- 
unteerism. All the volunteer ef¬ 
forts in the world won’t 
pay the phone bill. The 
landlord won’t accept an 
offer to sweep the floors 
in lieu of rent. Despite bottomless buckets 
of goodwill, we can’t hire the lobbyists, doc¬ 
tors, social workers, curators, counselors, 
and lawyers we will need. We cannot build 
the long-term financial strength of our or¬ 
ganizations with deposits of time. They 
need money. 

Just after the election, nearly one hun¬ 
dred active and committed donors gathered 
at the San Francisco LGBT Community 
Center to strategize how to make their phil¬ 
anthropy more effective in light of current 
realities. They recognized that our move¬ 
ment requires substantial, long-term finan¬ 


cial investment if we are ever to realize the 
freedom and equality promised in our Con¬ 
stitution. We are vastly outspent by our op¬ 
ponents, and it will take time and money to 
shift that imbalance. 

Although one hundred donors gathered to¬ 
gether, what is needed is one hundred thou¬ 
sand. Not one hundred thousand big-money 
donors, but one hundred thousand who be¬ 
lieve that they have a stake in gaining the equal¬ 
ity we all deserve - and give what they can. 

This is where our mailboxes come in. 

Many of our organizations will 
use this holiday period to ask for 
year-end contributions. We can 
all use that opportunity to be 
counted among that one hun¬ 
dred thousand. Each gift 
is an investment in our¬ 
selves and our freedom. 
Each envelope you send 
back with a check, large or small, makes our 
movement more powerful, our voices loud¬ 
er, our community stronger. Each gift makes 
the path to justice a little bit smoother. ▼ 


Roger Doughty is executive director of 
the Horizons Foundation and John Bare 
is a board member. Horizons Foundation 
is the Bay Area LGBT community 
foundation and makes grants to scores of 
LGBT organizations. For more 
information, visit 
www.horizonsfoundation.org. 
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UCC’s gay pastor 

The United Church of Christ, now embroiled in 
controversy over queer welcoming ads, which some 
broadcasters have refused to run, has been a leader 
since the early 1970s [“Pastors cry foul over networks’ 
rejection of United Church of Christ ad,” December 9], 

The first openly gay man, Bill Johnson, to be or¬ 
dained in the church was grand marshal of the first 
Pride Parade I witnessed in San Francisco. Even back 
then, the United Church of Christ wasn’t afraid to be 
inclusive and Christian. 

John Cailleau 
San Francisco 

What is goal of marriage naysayers? 

Regarding “Fundies and Leno battle over same-sex 
marriage issue,” [December 9]: It may be true what 
Congressman Barney Frank (D-Massachu- 
setts) said, that America is “not ready” for 
gay marriage. But let’s make no mistake, 

“not ready for gay marriage” is political 
correctness for “not ready to stop hating.” 

Matthew S. Bajko’s article was excel¬ 
lent, but what more could be added to 
the accompanying photo showing two 
beautiful and loving men kissing each 
other after a commitment ceremony at 
City Hall? What could possibly be so wrong with that 
symbolic gesture of the very things Christians claim to 
believe in? No degrading or sexually perverse demon¬ 
stration here. Just love, commitment, and respectful 
embrace. Yet so offensive was this site that these 
“fundies” were obliged to blow the photo up, larger 
than life (though likely not so large as the offense they 
felt at first gaze), plaster it to the side of a truck and, 
not unlike the Nazi stormtroopers of 1930s Berlin, 


drive it around town so that others could share in 
their outrage. 

The argument against gay marriage (and let’s face 
it, this terminology was the opposition’s from the 
start), has to date been fought on the terms of the op¬ 
position. Why can’t we, in our own terms, ask the op¬ 
ponents of gay marriage the most obvious question, 
“What is the alternative to gay marriage?” 

Should gay marriage be defeated once more, do 
fundamentalists believe that homosexuality also will 
be defeated? Not even the most hateful among them 
believes that. What, then, is the alternative? 

By opposing gay marriage without suggestions for 
another way to promote loving and committed rela¬ 
tionships, are not the opponents of gay marriage and 
civil unions, in fact, promoting non-committed, 
multi-partner and likely unsafe, gay sex? 

In the June 2003 issue of the National Journal 
on Public Health, the conclusion of three 
studies funded to discover why AIDS pre¬ 
vention programs were failing (including 
one co-sponsored by the University of 
California, San Francisco and Rand 
Health of Santa Monica and two by the 
Centers for Disease Control and Pre¬ 
vention), was that American society’s 
homophobia, more than any other sin¬ 
gle factor, is contributing to the rise in 
HIV/AIDS infection rates in this country. The Jour- 
nah editorial staff concluded that the antigay mar¬ 
riage movement was, essentially, committing the na¬ 
tion to discriminatory laws that are genocidal in na¬ 
ture. 

So let us ask every opponent to gay marriage: what, 
exactly, is the goal of their movement? 

Dan Aiello 
San Francisco 



A Vietnam Christmas 


by Robert Wilson Anthony 


served in the Army during the Vietnam conflict. In 

1967 I was stationed in Long Bhin just outside of 
1 a village known as Bien Hoa. I was assigned to the 
32nd medical depot. We were a medical supply unit. 

As with most troops that were stationed on large 
installations, we were broken down into areas known 
as companies. Our housing consisted of hooches; 
these were wood-framed units surrounded by sand 
bags and topped with a canvas tent. 

Every company employed local Vietnamese. They 
were known as daily hires. Most of the hires were 
owned. They worked in the companies as hooch girls. 
For the most part they were hardworking, endlessly 
curious, and many were religious. 

For $30 a month, they would wash our clothes by 
hand, polish our boots, and clean our hooches. What 
a deal! My hooch was partitioned into four units. I 
was one of the lucky ones who got my own unit. 

We had two hooch girls that worked for the troops 
stationed in our hooch. My two girls were Nen and 
Bau (pronounced “bow”). They were about 17 years 
old. Nen was Catholic and Bau was Buddhist. They 
were good girls, fascinated by the GIs, and all the won¬ 
derful things that we possessed and took for granted. 

Christmas time was very important to everyone in 
Vietnam. It was also near the beginning of the Bud¬ 
dhist holidays known as Tet. 

Beginning in November, care packages would start 
to arrive from home with every type of parapherna¬ 
lia of items that would try to make our Christmas as 
close to home as possible. 

My sister, Roberta, sent me a care package with all 
kinds of goodies. The best gift in the box was a Christ¬ 
mas tree. It stood about 15 inches high and was made 
of fuzzy plastic with electric lights and little plastic or¬ 
naments. In the center of the tree was a tube. At the 
base of the tree was a compartment that held tiny Sty¬ 
rofoam balls. It was battery powered and, when you 
turned it on, these little balls would shoot out of the 
top of the tree, and look like snow falling down around 
the tree. I put it on top of an old footlocker and it 
would be the focus of my Christmas in Vietnam. 

The day after I got my care package, we were re¬ 
turning to the company area for lunch and I noticed 
a bunch of hooch girls gathered around the doorway 
to my unit. When I got to the doorway, there was Nen 
and Bau leading a major discussion about my tree. 

Nen, being Catholic, had a working knowledge 
about Christmas. For Bau, it was the first time she had 
ever seen a Christmas tree. I picked it up and brought 
it outside. Everyone looked when I turned the tree on 
- out came the “snow” from the top of the tree. All the 
girls “ooh-ed and ah-ed” and in unison said, “Number 
One,” which means that it is very nice. 

When Christmas came, as was custom I had pur¬ 
chased some gifts at the PX for Nan and Bau. They 
were not very expensive because it was a common 
practice for the Vietnamese to resell items on the 


black market in Bien Hoa, their village. 

They were very grateful and it was fun sharing my 
customs with them. When they were leaving, Bau 
asked me what I was going to do with the tree when 
Christmas was over. I told her that I was not sure what 
I was going to do with it. That was the first of many 
times Bau would hound me for the tree. 

At first it was amusing. I would return to the com¬ 
pany and there would be Bau pleading, begging, and 
then threatening me if she did not get the tree. It was 
getting old. We got into a heated argument and the 
words flew. I told her in no uncertain language that 
she would never get the tree because I knew she would 
try to sell it on the black market. She was furious. In a 
tirade of Vietnamese, I was called everything in the 
book. With tears rolling down her cheeks, she wreaked 
havoc on my hooch. I must have really hit a nerve. 

During the next two weeks, while going through 
New Year’s, I noticed a big change in Nen and Bau. 
They would not look at me, talk to me, and I realized 
that I was on the s— list. I started missing socks, my 
laundry could have been cleaner, and there was ten¬ 
sion in the air that you could cut with a knife. Every 
day it was getting worse. 

About a week after New Year’s, I cornered Nen and 
Bau in my hooch. I told them that I was very angry 
about how things were. I told Bau, if she needed that 
tree so badly, to take it. I also wished her well getting 
a good price for it on the black market. I turned the 
tree on for the last time and gave it to Bau. She was 
elated. 

Bau left the hooch with her prize. Before Nen left, 
she came up to me and said, “Bau no sell, you see - 
Bau no sell.” 

Things went back to normal. I was off the list and 
my living conditions improved. 

January was the beginning of the Lunar New Year 
for the Vietnamese. It was also a heightened time of 
the year for enemy offensives throughout Vietnam. 
Everyone was preparing for the Tet offensive of 1968. 
Working in a medical supply depot, our job was to 
supply everyone from medics to major hospitals 
throughout Vietnam with medical supplies. Our sup¬ 
plies were flown into Vietnam from all over the world. 
They would end up at Bien Hoa airbase, just outside 
of Long Bhin. 

When we were about a mile inside the village, we 
were forced to slow down because of traffic. Off to my 
left was a row of shops. In the middle of this stretch of 
shops was what could be best described as a storefront 
Buddhist temple. In the large plate glass window of 
the shop was a large golden Buddha. It was beautiful. 
Then something caught my eye. Among the gifts that 
were placed at the base of the statue, and at Buddha’s 
right foot, was my Christmas tree. It was Bau’s gift to 
Buddha - the finest she could give. ▼ 


City resident Charlie Englert submitted the above 
essay that was written several years ago by his 
late partner, Robert Anthony. 
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Early holiday presents 


T he Wells Fargo Foundation and Pride San Francisco, a Wells Fargo employee group, honored six Bay 
Area nonprofit organizations for their contributions to the community and presented each agency 
with a $2,500 check during a reception Friday, December 10. Above, Tim Hanlon, far left, president 
of the Wells Fargo Foundation, greeted representatives from the National Center for Lesbian Rights, the 
Horizons Foundation, the Billy DeFrank LGBT Community Center, the Pacific Center for Human Growth, 
Spectrum Center for LGBT Concerns, and the Imperial Council of San Francisco. 


by Paula Martinac 

’m not employed in a factory, 

office building, or school; to 

start work every morning, all I 
do is mosey upstairs to my home 
office and turn on the computer - 
an enviable set-up, considering 
many people’s way-less-than-ideal 
working conditions. Still, I face a 
grave occupational hazard, and it’s 
bigger than carpal tunnel syn¬ 
drome: I am a lesbian journalist at 
a time when the news from the 
gay front has been brutally devas¬ 
tating. Indeed, for those of us who 
work in lesbian and gay media or 
activism and must read the head¬ 
lines every day, the onslaught of 
“toxic news” is one of the perils of 
our jobs. 

Psychotherapists say that the 
accumulation of negative events 
has a particularly harmful im¬ 
pact on mental health. For 
example, if you have one 
love affair turn sour, it will 
hurt; but if several relation¬ 
ships tank in a row, that can 
be injurious to your long¬ 
term emotional health. 

In a similar way, 

I’ve been feeling the 
snowballing ef¬ 
fect of a num¬ 
ber of terrible 
gay-related 
news reports. 

No, not simply terrible, like the 
passage of 11 antigay amendments 
in one day; the reports I’m refer¬ 
ring to are more Twilight Zone- 
esque. In fact, three recent stories 
made me feel like I had entered an 
alternate reality - or maybe was 
living in a quasi-fascist state. Not 
coincidentally, all three of the sto¬ 
ries have to do with religion. 

Story No. 1: “Methodist Jury 
Convicts Lesbian Minister.” Of 
child abuse? Embezzling church 
funds? No, Beth Stroud, a United 
Methodist Church minister, was 
found “guilty” of living openly in a 
committed relationship with an¬ 
other woman. Shocking! This de¬ 
cision was handed down by a 
church whose marketing slogan is, 
hypocritically, “Open Hearts, 
Open Minds, and Open Doors.” 

Story No. 2: “Gay Civil Unions 
‘Grave Sign of Dehumani^tion,’ 
Says Vatican Cardinal.” By that 
statement, Cardinal Lopez Trujil¬ 
lo, one of the Roman Catholic 
Church’s highest ranking repre¬ 
sentatives, didn’t mean that civil 
unions “dehumanize” gay couples 
because they reduce them to sec¬ 
ond-class status - something a 


t- 


Lesbian Notions 


civil-rights 
lawyer might, in 
fact, argue. He 
meant that any 
form of legal 
recognition of 
same-sex rela¬ 
tionships 
even if it isn’t 
called marriage 
- “dehuman¬ 
izes” heterosex¬ 
uals by “invent¬ 
ing new, unac¬ 
ceptable no¬ 
tions of mar¬ 
riage,” God’s 
plan for the 
world. (I’m 
guessing that 
Trujillo chose 

the word “dehumanizing” because 
he sees our next step as trying to 
marry our pets.) 

Story No. 3 (and this is the 
clearest “we live in a fascist 
state” example): “Two Net¬ 
works Reject Church Ad as 
Too ‘Controversial.’” Because 
it dishonored Judaism or 
Islam or some other non- 
Christian religion? Be¬ 
cause it avowed that “God 
Hates Fags”? No and no 
again. The ad¬ 
vertising mes¬ 
sage the Unit¬ 
ed Church of 
Christ wanted 
to offer American television view¬ 
ers, including lesbian and gay cou¬ 
ples, was “You’re welcome here.” 
CBS had an eerily Pravda-like ex¬ 
planation for its decision not to 
accept the UCC spot: “The Exec¬ 
utive Branch has recently pro¬ 
posed a Constitutional Amend¬ 
ment to define marriage as a 
union between a man and a 
woman, [so] this spot is unaccept¬ 
able for broadcast.” 

These stories hit me with un¬ 
usual force, because as a queer ed¬ 
itor and writer I have tried not to 
trample on people’s religious be¬ 
liefs, especially those that diverge 
sharply from my own. Indeed, I 
have written that I think our com¬ 
munity has failed to respect the 
strong religious ideas many peo¬ 
ple of faith hold about the “sancti¬ 
ty” of marriage, and that has sub¬ 
sequently hindered our struggle 
for equality. 

Now here come three reports 
that clearly illustrate the difficulty 
of addressing people’s religious 
beliefs head-on, given entrenched, 
institutionalized homophobia. In 
the first two stories, prominent re¬ 
ligious institutions chose to de¬ 
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base gay people by equating our 
relationships with crimes - either 
against selectively applied church 
law, or (as in Trujillo’s case) 
against nature itself. If that’s not 
“spiritual violence” - as the Rev¬ 
erend Mel White’s Soulforce calls 
“the misuse of religion to sanction 
the condemnation and rejection 
of any of God’s children” -1 don’t 
know what is. 

The third story, though, is the 
real eye-opener. In that instance, 
when a religious sect sought to in¬ 
terpret Christ’s teachings with the 
simple, all-embracing message of 
“You’re welcome here,” corporate 
America put a lid on the attempt, 
deciding that the message was just 
too contentious. (Read: Our pres¬ 
ident, who was helped into power 
by right-wing, antigay fundamen¬ 
talists, wouldn’t like it.) This is a 
good example of what screenwrit¬ 
ing guru Robert McKee calls “the 
negation of the negation” - when 
someone sees injustice and tries to 
right it, only to discover to his or 
her horror that the powers-that- 
be are themselves corrupt. 

I’m not sure how to deflect the 
devastating blows that this kind of 
news delivers, although getting 
angry is probably a pretty good 
start. Remember that popular say¬ 
ing, “Don’t mourn, organize”? I, 
for one, will keep climbing to my 
third-story office and writing, and 
my readers, hopefully, will find 
themselves with no choice but to 
act. T 
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Democrats look 


for new leadership 



Assemblyman Mark Leno (D-San Francisco), left, meets with NAACP 
President Julian Bond Sunday, December 12 at the American Civil 
Liberties Union's 70th anniversary and Bill of Rights Day celebration at 
the San Jose Fairmont Hotel. Leno said that he spoke with Bond for 
about 30 minutes and while the NAACP has not taken a stand on his 


newly introduced Religious Freedom and Civil Marriage Protection Act, 
Bond himself is supportive of the bill. The California Council of Churches 
also supports the bill, Leno said. 


by Wayne Friday 


A s national Democratic lead¬ 
ers meet in the coming 
weeks to find a new party 
leader in hopes of regaining some 
momentum (and some possible 
congressional seats) in the 2006 
off-year elections, I would have to 
hope that they aren’t taking seri¬ 
ously former Vermont Governor 
Howard Dean’s bid to become 
the next chair of the Democratic 
National Committee. 

Eight potential candidates to 
head the party met over the week¬ 
end in Lake Buena Vista, Florida 
with Democratic officials, includ¬ 
ing nearly all state chairs of the 
Democratic Party. A decision is 
expected in February to replace 
current DNC Chair Terry McAu- 
liffe. 

Dean, a man who indeed 
played a role in energizing many 
of those younger voters who had 
long ago given up on the Democ¬ 
ratic Party, however, would, due to 
his wild-eyed brand of politics, do 
more to help energize the Repub¬ 
licans against a future Democrat¬ 
ic nominee than help the party of 
Kennedy, Clinton, and Kerry. As 
chairperson of the national De¬ 
mocratic Party, Dean would be 
just what Karl Rove and 
his devious political allies 
would pray for as they 
look to build up another 
Republican candidate - 
think Florida Gover¬ 
nor Jeb Bush - for a 
White House race in 
2008. That’s 
right, Bush, 
despite any 
current de¬ 
nials, is first on Rove’s list to suc¬ 
ceed his brother, George W., as 
the lame-duck Bush Two is 
termed out after the next four 
years. 

For the record, it should be 
said that Dean has pledged that if 
he is selected as party chair he 
would not, under any circum¬ 
stances, seek the presidency in 
2008. 

Last week, Dean, speaking to a 
crowd of cheering students and 
faculty at George Washington 
University, correctly told them 
that Democratic Party leaders in 
the coming years must define 
themselves to the American public 
in a way that underscores their 
differences with the Republicans. 
Dean, of course, is absolutely right 
when he said that the Democratic 
Party needs to be rebuilt, “not 
from the consultants down, but 
from the ground up.” 

Indeed, Dean, a force to be 
reckoned with in the Democratic 
Party, says all the right things and 
is a somewhat talented politician, 
but not, in my opinion, the right 
one to lead the national party. 

Democrats badly need new 
leadership and will get a new chair 
in early 2005, but let’s leave Dean 
out of the mix; the guy can hardly 
expect to be tapped to lead a party 
that he spent most of his failed 
campaign attacking anyway. Dean 
shouldn’t be counted out, howev¬ 
er, as supporters have launched a 
number of Web sites and are cir¬ 
culating online petitions to lobby 
DNC members to make him the 
next party chair. 

Others in the race to succeed 
McAuliffe include James Blan¬ 
chard, the former governor of 
Michigan; Wellington Webb, a 


former mayor of Denver; Harold 
I ekes, a longtime party leader and 
Clinton associate; and Represen¬ 
tative Martin Frost (D-Texas), 
who lost his seat last month in a 
re-election contest after Texas Re¬ 
publicans, led by Representative 
Tom DeLay (D-Texas) 
redrew Frost’s district 
to make it a heavily Re¬ 
publican seat. 

Frost, while rec¬ 
ognizing he would 
likely lose his race in 
the new heavily-GOP 
district, ran a tough 
campaign nev¬ 
ertheless, and 
nearly won de¬ 
spite the odds 
against him. “I chose to fight in 
that district and the next Democ¬ 
ratic Party chair needs to be a 
fighter,” Frost said last week. 

Another dark-horse candidate 
for party chair is South Carolina 
political strategist Donald 
Fowler, a little-known but highly 
respected political consultant who 
scolded party leaders for having 
ceded huge parts of the country to 
the Republicans. 

It was Webb, however, who 
caught the ear of many in atten¬ 
dance at the Democratic gather¬ 
ing when he talked about the 
trouble Democrats face in West 
Virginia as a symptom of how the 
GOP had outmaneuvered the De¬ 
mocrats. “In West Virginia, the is¬ 
sues are the three g’s; God, guns, 
and gays. We have to be able to ad¬ 
dress those issues.” 

Former Dallas Mayor Ron 
Kirk, another DNC candidate, got 
the best reception at last week¬ 
end’s meeting. “There are too 
many Americans who see our De¬ 
mocratic Party as nothing more 
than a coalition of disparate voic¬ 
es, and they don’t understand our 
basic principles - and that’s our 
fault,” Kirk said. 

I have no idea who Democrat¬ 
ic Party leaders will choose to be 
their next chairperson, but if I 
were to toss in a couple of possi¬ 
ble candidates it would likely be 
two not even mentioned at the 
weekend meeting: former Repre¬ 
sentative David Bonior (D- 
Michigan), a brilliant political tac¬ 
tician who would likely take the 
job if offered; and former Presi¬ 
dent Bill Clinton, truly the best 
politician in the business today, 
who would most certainly not ac¬ 
cept the job if offered. 


A special holiday request 

From time to time I learn of 
organizations important to our 
community that are, due to the 
budget crisis, facing drastic cuts. A 
couple of years ago, for example, 
Coming Home Hospice was fac¬ 
ing budget problems and many 
readers came to its aid; I really ap¬ 
preciated that. Let me tell you 
about one of my favorite organi¬ 
zations - the Tenderloin AIDS 
Resource Center. This group has 
been working since 1990 to tackle 
the issues of HIV/AIDS and 
homelessness in the Tenderloin 
and is but one of the truly great 
groups in the area that face bud¬ 
get cuts that ultimately could put 
it out of business altogether. We 
cannot let that happen. TARC 
grew from the advocacy work of 
the Tenderloin AIDS Network, 
which correctly envisioned that 
the HIV/AIDS epidemic would 
have a huge impact on the resi¬ 
dents of the Tenderloin. In fact, 
since 2002 the Tenderloin com¬ 
munity annually now comprises 
the largest number of new AIDS 
cases in the city. 

This year alone, TARC worked 
with over 972 people living with 
HIV/AIDS providing them with 
case management, HIV treatment 
education, medication manage¬ 
ment, emergency housing, prima¬ 
ry medical care, and social and 
mental health services. Outreach 
workers tested more then 1,500 
people for HIV, and they made 
thousands of face-to-face contacts 
with people who are at the high¬ 
est risk for becoming infected, 
providing them with life-saving 
prevention education and coun¬ 
seling. 

Expanding its syringe ex¬ 
change from Wednesdays to in¬ 
clude the only site operating on 
Sundays, they’ve provided over 
7,000 clean syringes every month 
preventing the spread of HIV and 
hepatitis C among injection drug 
users. TARC also has a long estab¬ 
lished relationship with the trans¬ 
gender community. 

In addition to its service deliv¬ 
ery, what’s so great about TARC is 
that it is relevant and cutting-edge 
in the way it addresses the very 
specific issues that residents of the 
Tenderloin face daily: the agency 
is open seven days a week, which 
for homeless residents is a huge 
benefit. Being open weekends has 
a positive effect on the families 
page 15 ► 
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HRC 

◄ page 1 

advancing as her temporary re¬ 
placements. Berman, a Democra¬ 
tic lobbyist, is the first heterosexu¬ 
al co-chair of the board, and 
Rosen, the partner of former HRC 
Executive Director Elizabeth 
Birch, has been quoted as sup¬ 
porting a middle-of-the-road ap¬ 
proach to LGBT rights. 

The article said that HRC was 
considering supporting President 
Bush’s plans to privatize Social Se¬ 
curity in exchange for gay part¬ 
ners being able to collect benefits 
from the program. It went on to 
say that HRC was among the 
groups that believed aggressively 
pursuing same-sex marriage 
helped the Republicans secure vic¬ 
tory this fall, and that the group 
would instead begin pushing for 
change incrementally. 

HRC was inundated with calls 
and e-mails about the organiza¬ 
tion’s reported shift, but in reality, 
a moderate, incremental approach 
has always been the strategy of 
HRC, whose leadership was happy 
to endorse Democratic presiden¬ 
tial candidate John Kerry despite 
the fact that he did not support 
gay marriage. 

And while HRC released re¬ 
sponses to the Times article that 
emphasized, “Tactics change, goals 
do not,” in truth, not even the 
strategies of the organization will 
change that much, said HRC 
board member Scott Wiener of 
San Francisco. 

“The Times article was com¬ 
pletely inaccurate. HRC supports 
full marriage equality,” said 
Wiener, pointing out that the one 
thing the piece did get right was 
that HRC would begin to try to 
personalize - rather than politicize 
- issues of LGBT equality, by get¬ 
ting the stories of LGBT Ameri¬ 
cans out into the public about how 
discrimination has affected them. 

“I don’t think HRC is heading 
in a more conservative direction 
as a result of this election. HRC 
understands the hate-spin that 
Karl Rove and some of our allies 
have unfortunately adopted that 
gay marriage was the reason for 
the outcome of this election. Gay 
marriage was not the reason Bush 
won the election,” said Wiener, 
who added that HRC also will not 
back away from transgender in¬ 
clusion in the Employment Non- 


Discrimination Act, and does not 
support Social Security privatiza¬ 
tion, although if Bush’s plan 
moves ahead the organization will 
push for gay partner inclusion. 

Rather than “slowing down,” 
HRC will simply adjust its goals 
on a state-by-state basis, he said. 
In states like California or Massa¬ 
chusetts, the organization’s re¬ 
sources would go toward securing 
marriage equality, while in states 
like Oklahoma, where there is 
presently no chance for gay mar¬ 
riage, short-term goals may be se¬ 
curing hospital visitation rights 
for gay couples. Incremental goals 
would be arrived at in consulta¬ 
tion with local groups. 

“Really, it isn’t different. But 
we’re trying to clarify and articu¬ 
late what our overall strategy 
should be because there are a lot of 
disagreements in the community 
about what exactly we should be 
fighting for and what we should be 
calling it, and whether we should 
be fighting for different things in 
different places,” said Wiener. 

“We need to be even more ag¬ 
gressive,” echoed J. Smith, 
spokesman for HRC headquarters 
in Washington, D.C. “I think we’re 
going to go about things in a dif¬ 
ferent way, but that’s by personal¬ 
izing the issue, not slowing things 
down.” 

In contrast to these statements, 
however, a Boston Globe article 
published Monday, December 13 
quoted sources who said that 
Jacques was forced to resign from 
HRC because of her commitment 
to marriage equality despite the 
presidential election results. 

“I’m afraid all the wrong 
lessons got learned by HRC,” Scott 
Harshbarger, a former colleague of 
Jacques who spoke with her after 
her departure, told the Globe. HRC 
has refuted this article as well. 

Soft on equality? 

But whether HRC statements 
were actually misinterpreted may 
be beside the point. Twice now, 
the organization has been por¬ 
trayed by major media outlets as 
soft on LGBT equality in the wake 
of the election, and that fact could 
be damaging in and of itself. 

“A big problem arises when 
our national organizations, iden¬ 
tified by the press as national 
LGBT spokespeople, speak to 
these issues without input from 
the grassroots communities,” said 
Michael Goldstein, president of 


the Harvey Milk LGBT Democra¬ 
tic Club in San Francisco, who 
noted that LGBT causes are hin¬ 
dered when the country continues 
to read stories about gay rights 
groups backing down. “Since 
members of the non-gay press re¬ 
ally don’t have the opportunity to 
understand all the dynamics in¬ 
volved in the queer politic, we put 
them at a disadvantage, and our 
opponents at an advantage, when 
we allow these organizations to 
lead the message ” 

Goldstein said he agrees with 
HRC’s approach that calls for 
working with local groups on 
statewide goals, but that he isn’t 
banking on the organization tak¬ 
ing the voice of the groups to the 
national level. 

“What may have to happen is 
that local groups force our voices 
out there so that HRC isn’t the 
only one,” he said. 

Local labor leader Howard 
Wallace said he takes issue with 
HRC’s rebuttals to the news arti¬ 
cles because their spin makes it 
difficult to determine which 
promises are solid. 

If HRC has already decided to 
push for partner inclusion in a So¬ 
cial Security privatization bill, 
“then that’s supporting it,” he said. 
“That means you’re helping it. If 
they are opposing the bill, then 
they should absolutely oppose the 
bill. Eventually there’s going to be 
a vote on it, so where do they 
stand on Social Security privatiza¬ 
tion? Are they prepared to do to 
senior citizens what Enron did to 
its stockholders?” 

He also said that HRC’s “per¬ 
sonalization” approach seems like 
a shutting down of the movement, 
with the organization basically 
saying, “‘We ought not to be talk¬ 
ing about these issues and instead 
just get to know each other.’” 

Wallace, like many, also has his 
questions about a heterosexual 
co-chair of a gay rights organiza¬ 
tion. 

“We need straight spokespeo¬ 
ple. We can’t just have lesbians and 
gays talking about marriage. But 
we want to show our faces to the 
country and our personalities, and 
it makes that person much less 
convincing if they are speaking for 
the whole organization on a regu¬ 
lar basis.” 

Wiener disagrees. 

“Mike [Berman] has been on 
the board for five or six years and 
has an amazing history of ac¬ 
tivism in the Democratic Party 
that dates back to the 1960s and 
1970s. He’s a brilliant political 
strategist and has enormous cred¬ 
ibility on Capitol Hill. He’s exact¬ 
ly what a straight ally should be. 
He’s passionate about the com¬ 
munity’s goals and absolutely 
committed to achieving them. We 
feel very comfortable having him 
in a leadership position.” T 
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Hormel 

◄ page 5 

tionally, a member-led forum re¬ 
volving around LGBT topics takes 
place a few times a year. 

“We’ve been ramping up our 
focus, and obviously trying to be 
accessible to the diverse commu¬ 
nity of the Bay Area,” said Duffy. 

Founded in 1903 as a forum in 
which controversial ideas could be 
discussed intelligently, the Com¬ 
monwealth Club has hosted a long 
line of prominent speakers, from 
Teddy Roosevelt to Martin Luther 
King Jr. to Erin Brockovich. The 
club’s ability to give voice to di¬ 
vergent viewpoints attracts a vari¬ 
ety of speakers who may not feel 
comfortable in other forums, and 
that is “exactly why we don’t take 
positions on issues,” said Duffy. 

The club may “take a lot of 


AIDS programs 

◄ page 3 

this round. Well there is no way 
this will happen without going to 
the business community.” 

After the vote last week, the bu¬ 
reau’s CEO and president, John 
Marks, e-mailed members urging 
them to contact the supervisors to 
protest the planned cut. 

According to Marks, the bu¬ 
reau would have been forced to re¬ 
duce staffing and programs by at 
least half for the remainder of this 
fiscal year and most likely into the 
next year, beginning in July. 

“Since there was discussion 
about all recipients of city funding 
needing to ‘share in the pain’ 
brought about by lower tax rev¬ 
enue, I took the opportunity to 


heat” for its nonpartisanship, she 
said, but it also knows how to ad¬ 
vocate for reform simply by open¬ 
ing up the conversation and al¬ 
lowing listeners and participants 
to hear all the information. 

“We select topics that are con¬ 
troversial with the viewpoint that 
it is important that some action be 
taken by society. Gay marriage is a 
major societal issue for the Unit¬ 
ed States, and we do believe it 
needs to be addressed. We won’t 
say exactly how, but we will do 
programs on it and create a dia¬ 
logue around it in circles where it 
has not been before,” said Duffy. 
“The premise on which the Com¬ 
monwealth Club was founded is 
that people may vehemently dis¬ 
agree about issues, but there is a 
value in listening to one another’s 
viewpoint in a civil manner. We all 
at least share enough hope in the 
future of society to be able to lis- 


point out that the bureau’s alloca¬ 
tion from the hotel room tax has 
already been reduced by $1.28 
million (14.8 percent) since 2001 
and we’ve reduced staffing by 8 
percent in that same period,” 
wrote Marks in an e-mail to mem¬ 
bers. ▼ 


ten to each other with respect.” 

Hormel said joining this board 
is part of a larger plan to serve the 
community, particularly as the 
country prepares for four more 
years of the Bush administration. 

“In recent weeks I’ve been giv¬ 
ing a great deal of thought as to 
what I might be doing now that 
it’s quite apparent the nation at 
large is in need of education and 
awareness on issues relating to the 
LGBT community,” said Hormel, 
who added that he does not be¬ 
lieve that gay marriage cost the 
Democrats the election. “Every ex¬ 
amined piece of election data in¬ 
dicates it was not the same-sex 
marriage issue that produced the 
result, and I find it very interest¬ 
ing that so many people were 
eager to claim that in the begin¬ 
ning. I don’t think they are claim¬ 
ing that anymore.” 

As for gay marriage rights, 
Hormel said, “backing off is not 
an option,” and as he prepares to 
take his seat on the Common¬ 
wealth Club board, he will also be 
deciding where else to devote his 
energies and resources. V 


For more information visit 
www.commonwealthciub.org 
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tel. 415.986.1020 
suttercosmeticdentistry.com 


JARROD C. CORNEHL 

D.D.S. 


cosmetic and preventive dentistry 


your smile is for life! 


SFBADLANDS 

18th Street Near Castro 

Dancing Every Night / Everyone Welcome 

Domestic Bottled Beer 5 125 ! Well Drinks $ 3,50 

Happy Hour Cocktails “2 for 1 ” 

Monc/ay-Saf til 8pm / Must be 21 with ID 
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Hi 


SF club promoter rings in 20 years 


by Matthew S. Bajko 


ince New Year’ Eve 1985 San 
Francisco native Gus Bean 
has proven to be a true 
colossus in the city’s late night 
party scene. From his first party in 
a community gymnasium in the 
Western Addition, Bean has gone 
on to launch some of the city’s 
hottest nightspots. 

To mark his 20th anniversary, 
Bean is hosting five different par¬ 
ties over New Year’s weekend, in¬ 
cluding a revival of Underworld - 
his underwear parties from the 
early 1990s - on January 1 to cel¬ 
ebrate his 40th birthday. 

“I basically have always loved 
entertaining people,” said Bean. 
“Even in high school I was known 
for throwing huge house parties.” 

The New Year’s baby cut his 
teeth as a party promoter hosting 
keggers at his parent’s Sea Cliff 
home and made a name for him¬ 
self among the Marin and Pacific 
Heights high school set. Following 
the success of his first New Year’s 


party, Bean went on to host main¬ 
ly straight underground parties at 
various venues throughout the 
city, from a Mission District mor¬ 
tuary to a Polk Street Thai restau¬ 
rant. 

One night in 1988, legendary 
local DJ Steve Fabus found him¬ 
self in attendance at one of Bean’s 
parties. Promoter Ron Baer had 
brought Fabus to town to help re¬ 
open Dreamland and the Tro- 
cadero, a legendary San Francisco 
gay bar. 

Fabus approached Bean to 
help him promote a new Saturday 
night at the club. Christened Crew 
by Bean, the party became an 
overnight sensation. 

“It was one of the first places 
where House music was played in 
San Francisco,” said Bean. 

The Crew parties lasted a year 
and a half, and Bean then turned 
his attention to 1015 Folsom, 
which at the time he recalled was a 
dying straight, new wave club. On 
New Year’s Eve 1990 Bean threw 
his first Colossus party at the 
South of Market club. With 2,000 


For real estate the 
S3 HOF way, call 
Marilyn Saner 

Office: 415-731-5011 ext. 118 
Cell: 415-265-3809 


215 West Portal Avenue • San Francisco, CA 94127 


people inside, and another 1,000 
waiting in line to get in, the party 
hit a chord with a gay community 
ready to celebrate a new decade 
after surviving the AIDS epidem¬ 
ic of the 1980s. 

Opening night did not come 
without a hitch. At the height of 
the evening, several fire trucks 
pulled up outside and shut down 
entrance to the club. 

“A jealous bartender from one 
of the bars, which will remain un¬ 
named - we drained every other 
bar dry in one night - called the 
fire department,” recalled Bean. 
“They stopped entry and started 
to eject people from the club. I 
was able to, on the spot, reason 
with the fire marshal and he al¬ 
lowed us to continue. It was a sell¬ 
out crowd, several hundred peo¬ 
ple did not make it in. We had 500 
or 600 people stuck outside all 
night.” 

Little did Bean know that 
evening that Colossus would be¬ 
come the Studio 54 of the West 
Coast. The club drew an eclectic 
mix of straight and gay partiers as 
well as celebrities who flocked to 
the club’s VIP room when in 
town. Everyone from Grace Jones 
and Madonna to Jimmy Som- 
merville and Linda Blair tasted 
Bean’s nightlife serving. 

According to Bean, Gianni Ver¬ 
sace also met his killer Andrew 
Cunanan in the club’s VIP room 
one night. In the fall of 1990 Ver¬ 
sace, in town creating costumes 
for the San Francisco Opera, par- 
tied two weekends in a row at the 
club. After Versace’s death in 1997, 
the club became a place of legend. 
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GO 

LIFE 


Are you 

gay or bisexual 
and living 
with HIV? 


l^id you know that the L.I.F.E. Program® at 
Shanti offers free one-on-one health counseling 
to help you deal with the unique issues of HIV? 
Our innovative program is based on mind-body 
medical research which provides you with the 
knowledge and skills to strengthen your immune 
system, promote overall health and long-term 
survival. 


Please call (415) 674-4713 for 
more information or to schedule 
an appointment. 


"King of Clubs" Gus Bean will host five parties over New Year's weekend. 


“Colossus lasted two and a half 
action packed years. It was pretty 
cosmopolitan and a racy environ¬ 
ment,” remembered Bean. “We 
had a full on VIP room that was 
the real deal with strict entry. Lots 
of funny things were going on in 
the corners.” 

By 1992 the now-closed 177 
Club Townsend began hosting a 
rave-styled night that competed 
directly with Colossus. Seeing a 
new trend about to be born, Bean 
decided the time had come to 
move on. 

“Colossus went out on a high 
note. Nine months later I opened 
at Sound Factory on New Year’s 
Eve 1993 with a party called Cy¬ 
clops,” said Bean. “We had 3,200 
people show up. An hour into the 
party, a CHP officer came in to the 
club and found me to tell me the 
line was going on to the Bay 
Bridge on-ramps.” 

Yet six months later Bean was 
moving on again and saying adieu 
to Cyclops. Bean had better luck 
in terms of longevity with his Fri¬ 
day night underwear parties, 


which he began in 1991 and held 
at various locations until 1997. 

“We had 1,000 boys dancing in 
their underwear. It was a lot of fun 
and a big money maker for me,” 
he said. 

The next big wave for nightlife 
hit in 1997 with the advent of the 
circuit party, and Bean was ready 
for the ride with Mass, which has 
been going on for eight and a half 
years. It also marked Bean’s return 
to 1015 Folsom, where the parties 
are held the first Sunday of the 
month. 

“The market changed and you 
saw the whole circuit party thing 
with more moneyed muscle boys 
and their disposable incomes,” 
said Bean. “There was lots of trav¬ 
eling, higher production values, 
and higher ticket prices. It also 
gave birth to the rock star DJ, the 
superstar DJ. You were paying 
huge amounts of money for al¬ 
most the DJ as celebrity. Nowa¬ 
days the DJ is a huge draw. It was¬ 
n’t always that way.” 

In August 1997 Bean tapped 
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The Berkeley Potter’s Studio 

HOLIDAY SHOW 


637 CEDAR @ 2ND STREET, BERKELEY 


Features one of B.A.R. 5 long time drivers/delivery 99 

DIANE AMARAL and her partner, SHEY SMITH 

ShinoWare • Copper Red's & Purples 
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Ask your doctor how REYAm£, in 


ition therapy, can 


Individual results may vary . 


INDICATION: Reyataz (atazanavir sulfate) is a prescription medicine used in combination 
with other medicines to treat people who are infected with the human immunodeficiency 
virus (HIV). Reyataz has been studied in 48-week trials in both patients who have taken or 
have never taken anti-HIV medicines. 

Reyataz does not cure HIV or help prevent passing HIV to others. 

IMPORTANT SAFETY INFORMATION: 

Do not take Reyataz if you are taking the following medicines: ergot medicines, 
Versed®, Halcion*, Orap, Propulsid , Camptosar®, Crixivan , Mevacor, Zocor®, rifampin, 
St. John's wort, AcipHex*, Nexiunf, Prevacid*, Prilosec* or Protonix®. Do not use Viagra*, 
Levitra*, Cialis*, or Vfend 8 while you are taking Reyataz without first speaking with your 
healthcare provider. This list of medicines is not complete. Discuss all prescription 
and non-prescription medicines, vitamin and herbal supplements, or other 
health preparations you are taking or plan to take with your healthcare 
provider. 

Tell your healthcare provider right away if you have any side effects or conditions, including 
the following: 

• A change in the way your heart beats may occur and could be a symptom of a 
heart problem. 

• Diabetes and high blood sugar may occur in patients taking protease inhibitor 
medicines like Reyataz. 

• Yellowing of the skin and/or eyes may occur due to increases in bilirubin levels in 
the blood (bilirubin is made by the liver). 

• Rash (redness and itching) sometimes occurs in patients taking Reyataz, most often in 
the first few weeks after the medicine is started, and usually goes away within two 
weeks with no change in treatment. 

• If you have liver disease, including hepatitis B or C, your liver disease may get worse 
when you take anti-HIV medicines like Reyataz. 

• Some patients with hemophilia have increased bleeding problems with protease 
inhibitor medicines like Reyataz. 

Changes in body fat have been seen in some patients taking anti-HIV medicines.The cause 
and long-term effects are not known at this time. 

Common side effects of Reyataz taken with other anti-HIV medicines include: nausea, 
headache, stomach pain, vomiting, diarrhea, depression, fever, dizziness, trouble sleeping, 
numbness, and tingling or burning of hands or feet. 

You should take Reyataz once daily with food (a meal or snack). You should take Reyataz 
and your other anti-HIV medicines exactly as instructed by your healthcare provider. 

Please see important information about REYATAZ on the next page. 


Once Daily REYATAZ is a protease inhibitor (PI) 
that is taken in HIV combination therapy. 


+ Can help raise your T-celis 
+ Can help lower your viral load to undetectable* 
^ Low chance of diarrhea (shown In dinkal trials) 

+ Two pills taken once-a-day {with a snack or meal) 4 

* Undetectable is defined as a viral load of less than 400 or 5® cqMnri. 

(depending on the test used). 

* REYATAZ in combination therapy had a 1-3% rate ofirwd«ate-t©^«^ sSanrfeea. 

4 People who have taken anti-HIV medici^belretisa^ 

once daily as part of their HIV cond»nafion therapy. 


WWW.REYATAZ.COM 


You and your doctor can 




(atazanavir sulfate) “pSK 


BMS Virology 

$9 8rutai-Mye«s Squibb Company 


REYATAZ is a registered trademark of Bristol-Myers Squibb Company. © 2004 Bristol-Myers Squibb Company, Princeton, NJ 08543 Oct 2004 FI -K0126L 
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PATIENT INFORMATION IjtONLY 

REYATAZ* (RAY-ah-taz) 

(generic name = atazanavir sulfate) Capsules 

ALERT: Find out about medicines that should NOT be taken with REYATAZ. Read the section “What impor¬ 
tant information should I know about taking REYATAZ with other medicines?" 

Read the Patient Information that comes with REYATAZ before you start using it and each time you get a refill. 
There may be new information. This leaflet provides a summary about REYATAZ and does not include everything 
there is to know about your medicine. This information does not take the place of talking with your healthcare 
provider about your medical condition or treatment. 

What is REYATAZ? 

REYATAZ is a prescription medicine used with other anti-HIV medicines to treat people who are infected with the 
human immunodeficiency virus (HIV). HIV is the virus that causes acquired immune deficiency syndrome (AIDS). 
REYATAZ is a type of anti-HIV medicine called a protease inhibitor. HIV infection destroys CD4+ (T) cells, which 
are important to the immune system. The immune system helps fight infection. After a large number of T cells 
are destroyed, AIDS develops. REYATAZ helps to block HIV protease, an enzyme that is needed for the HIV virus 
to multiply. REYATAZ may lower the amount of HIV in your blood, help your body keep its supply of CD4+ (T) cells, 
and reduce the risk of death and illness associated with HIV. 

Does REYATAZ cure HIV or AIDS? 

REYATAZ does not cure HIV infection or AIDS, At present there is no cure for HIV infection. People taking 
REYATAZ may still get opportunistic infections or other conditions that happen with HIV infection. Opportunistic 
infections are infections that develop because the immune system is weak. Some of these conditions are 
pneumonia, herpes vims infections, and Mycobacterium avium complex (MAC) infections. It is very important 
that you see your healthcare provider regularly while taking REYATAZ. 

REYATAZ does not lower your chance of passing HIV to other people through sexual contact, sharing 
needles, or being exposed to your blood. For your health and the health of others, it is important to always 
practice safer sex by using a latex or polyurethane condom or other barrier to lower the chance of sexual 
contact with semen, vaginal secretions, or blood. Never use or share dirty needles. 

Who should not take REYATAZ? 

Do not take REYATAZ if you: 

• are taking certain medicines. (See “What important information should I know about taking REYATAZ with 
other medicines?”) Serious life-threatening side effects or death may happen. Before you take REYATAZ, tell 
your healthcare provider about all medicines you are taking or planning to take. These include other pre¬ 
scription and nonprescription medicines, vitamins, and herbal supplements. 

• are allergic to REYATAZ or to any of its ingredients. The active ingredient is atazanavir sulfate. See the end 
of this leaflet for a complete list of ingredients in REYATAZ. Tell your healthcare provider if you think you have 
had an allergic reaction to any of these ingredients. 

What should I tell my healthcare provider before I take REYATAZ? 

Tell your healthcare provider. 

• If you are pregnant or planning to become pregnant. It is not known if REYATAZ can harm your unborn 
baby. Pregnant women have experienced serious side effects when taking REYATAZ with other HIV medicines 
called nucleoside analogues. You and your healthcare provider will need to decide if REYATAZ is right for you. 
If you use REYATAZ while you are pregnant, talk to your healthcare provider about the Antiretroviral Pregnancy 
Registry. 

• If you are breast-feeding. You should not breast-feed if you are HIV-positive because of die chance of pass¬ 
ing HIV to your baby. Also, it is not known if REYATAZ can pass into your breast milk and if it can harm your 
baby. If you are a woman who has or will have a baby, talk with your healthcare provider about the best way 
to feed your baby. 

• If you have liver problems or are infected with the hepatitis B or C virus See “What are the possible side 
effects of REYATAZ?" 

• If you have diabetes. See “What are the possible side effects of REYATAZ?” 

• If you have hemophilia. See “What are the possible side effects of REYATAZ?” 

• About ail the medicines you take, including prescription and nonprescription medicines, vitamins, and 
herbal supplements. Keep a list of your medicines with you to show your healthcare provider. For more infor¬ 
mation, see “What important information should I know about taking REYATAZ with other medicines?” and 
“Who should not take REYATAZ?” Some medicines can cause serious side effects if taken with REYATAZ. 

How should I take REYATAZ? 

• Take REYATAZ once every day exactly as instructed by your healthcare provider. Your healthcare 
provider will prescribe the amount of REYATAZ that is right for you. 

- For adults who have never taken anti-HIV medicines before, the usual dose is 400 mg (two 200-mg 
capsules) once daily taken with food. 

- For adults who have taken anti-HIV medicines in the past, the usual dose is 300 mg (two 150-mg capsules) 
plus 100 mg of NORVIR* (ritonavir) once daily taken with food. 

Your dose will depend on your liver function and on the other anti-HIV medicines that you are taking. 
REYATAZ is always used with other anti-HIV medicines. If you are taking REYATAZ with SUSTIVA® (efavireriz) or 
with VlREAD*(tenofovir disoproxil fumarate), you should also be taking NORVIR® (ritonavir). 

• Always take REYATAZ with food (a meal or snack) to help it work better. Swallow the capsules whole. 
Do not open the capsules. Take REYATAZ at the same time each day. 

• If you are taking antacids or VIDEX* (didanosine) Chewable/Dispersible Buffered Tablets, take REYATAZ 
2 hours before or 1 hour after these medicines. 

• Do not change your dose or stop taking REYATAZ without first talking with your healthcare provider. 

It is important to stay under a healthcare provider’s care while taking REYATAZ. 

• When your supply of REYATAZ starts to run low, get more from your healthcare provider or pharmacy. It is 
important not to run out of REYATAZ. The amount of HIV in your blood may increase if the medicine is stopped 
for even a short time. 

• If you miss a dose of REYATAZ, take it as soon as possible and then take your next scheduled dose at its 
regular time. If, however, it is within 6 hours of your next dose, do not take the missed dose. Wait and take 
the next dose at the regular time. Do not double the next dose, it is important that you do not miss any doses 
of REYATAZ or your other anti-HIV medicines. 

• If you take more than the prescribed dose of REYATAZ, call your healthcare provider or poison control 
center right away. 

Can children take REYATAZ? 

REYATAZ has not been fully studied in children under 16 years of age. REYATAZ should not be used in babies 
under the age of 3 months. 

What are the possible side effects of REYATAZ? 

The following list of side effects is not complete. Report any new or continuing symptoms to your healthcare 
provider. If you have questions about side effects, ask your healthcare provider. Your healthcare provider may be able 
to help you manage these side effects. 

The following side effects have been reported with REYATAZ: 

• rash (redness and itching) sometimes occurs in patients taking REYATAZ, most often in the first few weeks 
after the medicine is started. Rashes usually go away within 2 weeks with no change in treatment. Tell your 
healthcare provider if rash occurs. 

• yellowing of the skin or eyes. These effects may be due to increases in bilirubin levels in the blood 
(bilirubin is made by the liver). Call your healthcare provider if your skin or the white part of your eyes turn 
yellow. Although these effects may not be damaging to your liver, skin, or eyes, it is important to tell your 
healthcare provider promptly if they occur. 

• a change in the way your heart beats (heart rhythm change). Call your healthcare provider right away if 
you get dizzy or lightheaded. These could be symptoms of a heart problem' 

• diabetes and high blood sugar (hyperglycemia) sometimes happen in patients taking protease inhibitor 
medicines like REYATAZ. Some patients had diabetes before taking protease inhibitors while others did not. 
Some patients may need changes in their diabetes medicine. 

• if you have liver disease including hepatitis B or C, your liver disease may get worse when you take anti- 
HIV medicines like REYATAZ. 


• some patients with hemophilia have increased bleeding problems with protease inhibitors like REYATAZ. 

• changes in body fat. These changes may include an increased amount of fat in the upper back and neck 
(“buffalo hump"), breast, and around the trunk. Loss of fat from the legs, arms, and face may also happen. 
The cause and long-term health effects of these conditions are not known at this time. 

Other common side effects of REYATAZ taken with other anti-HIV medicines include nausea; headache; stomach 
pain; vomiting; diarrhea; depression; fever; dizziness; trouble sleeping; numbness, tingling, or burning of hands 
or feet; and muscle pain. 

What important information should I know about taking REYATAZ with other medicines*? 

Do not take REYATAZ if you take the following medicines (not all brands may be listed; tell your health¬ 
care provider about all the medicines you take). REYATAZ may cause serious, life-threatening side 
effects or death when used with these medicines 

• Ergot medicines: dihydroergotamine, ergonovine, ergotamine, and methylergonovine such as CAFERGOP, 
MIGRANAL®. D.H.E. 45*. ergotrate maleate, METHERGINE®, and others (used for migraine headaches). 

• HALCION* (triazolam, used for insomnia). 

• VERSED* (midazolam, used for sedation). 

• ORAP® (pimozide, used for Tourette’s disorder). 

• PROPULSID* (cisapride, used for certain stomach problems). 

Do not take the following medicines with REYATAZ because of possible serious side effects: 

• CAMPTOSAR* (irinotecan, used for cancer). 

• CRIXIVAN* (indinavir, used for HIV infection). Both REYATAZ and CRIXIVAN sometimes cause increased levels of 
bilirubin in the blood. 

• Cholesterol-lowering medicines MEVACOR* (lovastatin) or ZOCOR® (simvastatin). 

Do not take the following medicines with REYATAZ because they may lower the amount of REYATAZ in your 
blood. This may lead to an increased HIV viral load. Resistance to REYATAZ or cross-resistance to other HIV medicines 
may develop: 

• Rifampin (also known as RIMACTANE*, RIFADIN*, RIFATER®, or RIFAMATE* used for tuberculosis). 

• St. John’s wort ( Hypericum perforaturrlj, an herbal product sold as a dietary supplement or products contain¬ 
ing St. John’s wort. 

• “Proton-pump inhibitors” used for indigestion, heartburn, or ulcers such as AcipHex* (rabeprazole), NEXIUM* 
(esomeprazole), PREVACID* (lansoprazole), PRILOSEC* (omeprazole), or PROTONIX* (pantoprazole). 

Do not take the following medicines if you are taking REYATAZ and NORVIR* together 

• VFEND* (voriconazole). 

The following medicines may require your healthcare provider to monitor your therapy more closely: 

• CIALIS® (tadalafil), LEVITRA* (vardenafil), or VIAGRA* (sildenafil). REYATAZ may increase the chances of serious 
side effects that can happen with CIALIS, LEVITRA, or VIAGRA. Do not use CIALIS, LEVITRA, or VIAGRA while 
you are taking REYATAZ unless your healthcare provider tells you it is okay. 

• UPITOR® (atorvastatin). There is an increased chance of serious side effects if you take REYATAZ with this 
cholesterol-lowering medicine. 

• Medicines for abnormal heart rhythm: CORDARONE® (amiodarone), lidocaine, quinidine (also known as 
CARDIOQUIN*. QUINIDEX* and others). 

• VASCOR* (bedridil, used for chest pain). 

• COUMADIN* (warfarin). 

• Tricyclic antidepressants such as ELAVIL* (amitriptyline), NORPRAMIN* (desipramine), SINEQUAN* (doxepin), 
SURMONTIL* (trimipramine), TOFRANIL* (imipramine), or VIVACTIL® (protriptyline). 

• Medicines to prevent organ transplant rejection: SANDIMMUNE® or NEORAL* (cyclosporine), RAPAMUNE* 
(sirolimus), or PROGRAF* (tacrolimus). 

The following medicines may require a change in the dose or dose schedule of after REYATAZ or the other 
medicine: 

• FORTOVASE®, INVIRASE* (saquinavir). 

• NORVIR* (ritonavir). 

• SUSTIVA* (efavirenz). 

• VIDEX* (didanosine) or antacids. 

• VIREAD® (tenofovir disoproxil fumarate). 

• MYCOBUTIN* (rifabutin). 

• Calcium channel blockers such as CARDIZEM* or TIAZAC* (dittiazem), COVERA-HS* or ISOPTIN SR* 
(verapamil) and others. 

• BIAXIN* (clarithromycin). 

• Medicines for indigestion, heartburn, or ulcers such as AXID* (nizatidine), PEPCID AC* (famotidine), TAGAMET* 
(cimetidine), or ZANTAC* (ranitidine). 

Women who use birth control pills or “the patch” should choose a different kind of contraception. REYATAZ may 
affect the safety and effectiveness of birth control pills or the patch. Talk to your healthcare provider about choosing an 
effective contraceptive. 


Remember: 

1. Know all the medicines you take. 

2. Tell your healthcare provider about all the medicines you take. 

3. Do not start a new medicine without talking to your healthcare provider. 

How should I store REYATAZ? 

• Store REYATAZ (atazanavir sulfate) Capsules at room temperature, 59° to 86° F (15° to 30° C). Do not store 
this medicine in a damp place such as a bathroom medicine cabinet or near the kitchen sink. 

• Keep your medicine in a tightly closed container. 

• Throw away REYATAZ when it is outdated or no longer needed by flushing it down the toilet or pouring it down 
the sink. 

General information about REYATAZ 

This medicine was prescribed for your particular condition. Do not use REYATAZ for another condition. Do not 
give REYATAZ to other people, even if they have the same symptoms you have. It may harm them. Keep 
REYATAZ and all medicines out of the reach of children and pets. 

This summary does not include everything there is to know about REYATAZ. Medicines are sometimes 
prescribed for conditions that are not mentioned in patient information leaflets. Remember, no written summary 
can replace careful discussion with your healthcare provider. If you would like more information, talk with your 
healthcare provider or you can call 1-800-426-7644. 

What are the ingredients in REYATAZ? 

Active Ingredient: atazanavir sulfate 

Inactive Ingredients: Crospovidone, lactose monohydrate (milk sugar), magnesium stearate, gelatin, FD&C 
Blue #2, and titanium dioxide. 

• VIDEX* is a registered trademark of Bristol-Myers Squibb Company. COUMADIN* and SUSTIVA* are registered 
trademarks of Bristol-Myers Squibb Pharma Company. Other brands listed are the trademarks of their respec¬ 
tive owners and are not trademarks of Bristol-Myers Squibb Company. 


Bristol-Myers Squibb Company 


Princeton, NJ 08543 USA 


This Patient Information Leaflet has been approved by the U.S. Food and Drug Administration. 


F1-B0001B-07-04 

Based on package insert dated July 2004,1168954A2 Revised July 2004 
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Army strikes 
down sodomy law 


by Bob Roehr 


T he U.S. Army Court of 
Criminal Appeals has struck 
down the last remaining ves¬ 
tige of sodomy laws in the United 
States. The outcome of the case, 
known as U.S. v. Bullock , became 
known in early December. 

The U.S. Supreme Court 
struck down all of the remaining 
state sodomy laws in the Lawrence 
decision, issued in June 2003. But 
a lingering question remained as 
to whether Lawrence also applied 
to Article 125, the sodomy provi¬ 
sions, of the Universal Code of 
Military Justice. The UCMJ is the 
equivalent of law within the 
armed forces. 

The courts traditionally have 
given great deference to the mili¬ 
tary in managing internal affairs. 
Constitutional rights may be im¬ 
pinged upon if the military can 
justify such action, though they 
do not have a completely free 
hand to do so. 

In this case, Army specialist 
Kenneth Bullock was convicted of 
engaging in oral sex with a female 
civilian in a military barracks. In 
overturning that conviction, the 
appeals court cited Lawrence and 
explicitly extended its precedent 
to the UCMJ. 

“Even in the military you have 
a zone of privacy and can engage 
in sexual acts in private that used 
to be considered criminal,” said 
Lambda Legal Defense and Edu¬ 
cation Fund attorney Patricia 
Logue in explaining the signifi¬ 
cance of the case. 

Servicemembers Legal Defense 
Network Executive Director C. 
Dixon Osburn called the decision 
“an encouraging and important 
first step in recognizing service 


Our Man Friday 

◄ page 9 

and businesses living and working 
in the Tenderloin - TARC provides 
basic needs such as access to bath¬ 
rooms, telephones, a drop-in 
space, and referrals for shelter ser¬ 
vices that get people off the streets 
and into services. Its daily clinic 
program also offers a safe place for 
homeless clients to access daily 
medications, such as antiretrovi¬ 
rals. Such assistance is vital for the 
many homeless residents living 
with HIV. 

I tell you this because I know 
TARC well. The epicenter of the 
AIDS epidemic in the city is no 
longer in the Castro but has 
moved into the Tenderloin in large 
part because of the residents’ 
poverty, homelessness, mental ill¬ 
ness, and substance use. I don’t 
need to tell anyone that homeless¬ 
ness and HIV are serious co-exist¬ 
ing problems that continue to 
heavily impact the Tenderloin. 

I’m reminded, too, that this is 
the holiday season and we can’t ig¬ 
nore our brothers and sisters who 
are less fortunate then we are - we 
can help. I’m sending them a 
check, and I’m urging you to 
please write a check to TARC - it 
doesn’t matter the size. You can 
find out more about this great or¬ 
ganization at www.tarcsf.org and 
you can send a donation to: TARC, 
P.O. Box 423930, SF, CA 94142. 

Again, many thanks - TARC 
needs your help badly. 

And how was your week? ▼ 


members’ privacy rights. Private, 
consensual conduct in the bed¬ 
room has no impact on the battle¬ 
field.” 

“What’s most remarkable 
about the case is that the Court of 
Appeals concluded that sex in the 
barracks itself has an insufficient 
military connection to overcome 
the essentially private and person¬ 
al character of that activity,” said 
James Garland, a professor at Hof- 
stra Law School. 

While the Bullock decision in¬ 
volved sex between heterosexuals, 
Garland believes the decision 
shifts the burden of proof in dis¬ 
charging gays from the military so 
that the Pentagon will have to 
demonstrate how the homosexual 
activity in question is detrimental 
to military readiness. 

The sodomy provisions of Ar¬ 
ticle 125 have been props that 
legally and emotionally support 
the antigay policy known as 
“Don’t Ask, Don’t Tell.” The Bul¬ 


lock decision can be seen as an¬ 
other step toward removing that 
policy, some observers said. 

The Pentagon has the option of 
appealing Bullock to the Court of 
Appeals for the Armed Forces or 
even to the U.S. Supreme Court. 

The first body ducked the con¬ 
stitutional issue in August in de¬ 
ciding the case of U.S. -v. Marcum. 
It focused instead upon the fact 
that Sergeant Eric Marcum en¬ 
gaged in consensual sexual activi¬ 
ty with an airman under his chain 
of command. 

It reaffirmed Marcum’s guilt 
because it occurred in a situation 
“where consent might not easily 
be refused.” The court set up a sit¬ 
uation where differences in rank 
are parallel to the legal status of 
statutory rape, where a minor 
cannot legally give consent to sex¬ 
ual activity. But it left open the 
possibility of applying the 
Lawrence decision in another con¬ 
text. T 
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lower court decisions that ad¬ 
dressed more directly the consti¬ 
tutionality of same-sex marriage. 

“It ratifies the more powerful 
living reality that is already taking 
place on the ground,” said Wolf- 
son. “The precedent has some ef¬ 
fect but even more powerful is the 
actual change of reality of exclu¬ 
sion ending - in the living exam¬ 
ple of Canadians in the day-to- 
day lives of these families.” 

“Canada will demonstrate to 
Americans that respecting peo¬ 
ple’s civil rights makes a society 
stronger,” said Alex Munter, co¬ 
chair of Canadians for Equal 
Marriage. 

During debate on Canadian 
values in the country’s last elec¬ 
tion, approval for gay marriage 
grew by 10 percent. 

Munter said 28 lower court 
judges all came to the same con¬ 
clusion, that it’s contrary to the 
constitution to exclude gays and 
lesbians from marriage. 

Eighteen months ago, former 
Prime Minister Jean Chretien 
ended his fight against marriage 
equality by refusing to appeal 
pro- marriage equality in provin¬ 
cial court. The government then 
drafted a bill allowing same-sex 
weddings in city halls, courthous¬ 
es, and willing churches. To clari¬ 
fy the bill’s legality it asked the 
court if the government has ex¬ 
clusive authority to define mar¬ 
riage, if the charter protects reli¬ 
gious groups from having to per¬ 
form the weddings against their 
beliefs, and if the proposed same- 
sex marriage law was constitu¬ 
tional. 

The Supreme Court said yes to 
all three. 

Respect for equality 

Kevin Bourassa and Joe Var- 
nell, sponsored by Metropolitan 
Community Church-Toronto and 
several law firms working pro 
bono, challenged Ontario’s mar¬ 
riage laws through their MCC 


wedding in 2003. They were the 
first same-sex couple in Canada 
to wed. 

After Bourassa, 43, a former 
magazine editor, met Varnell, 55, 
a banking computer consultant, 
through mutual friends in 1997, 
Bourassa invited Varnell to a 
MCC service. 

“Joe jokes that if I had invited 
him to a tractor pull he would 
have come,” said Bourassa. 

Both men were raised Catholic 
by parents they call models of 
long-term monogamy. 

Furthermore, Bourassa, who 
now works full time as a marriage 
equality activist, believes that 
through love, human rights work, 
and reinterpreting the Bible, 
LGBT communities of faith will 
“cleanse religion of toxins.” 

“We have an obligation to re¬ 
turn the gratitude, inspired by the 
support from people all over the 
world,” said Bourassa. 

He was critical of opponents 
of same-sex marriage in his coun¬ 
try. 

“The Alliance Party [conserva¬ 
tive] is unelectable as long as they 
embrace bigotry,” said Bourassa. 
“The conservative party knows 
they lost the last election because 
of their stand against human 
rights. If they are ever to hold 
reigns of power they must be in¬ 
clusive, a big tent.” 

The court’s broadening of 
Canada’s marriage definition lies 
in its Charter of Rights and Free¬ 
doms, which is similar to the U.S. 
Bill of Rights. 

The charter, first envisioned by 
the late former Prime Minister 
Pierre Trudeau in 1982, has been 
referred to as a “living tree” and, 
along with universal health care, 
is central to the nation’s identity. 

Bourassa noted the country’s 
“enormous respect” for the equal¬ 
ity manifesto because of its mal¬ 
leable service to democracy con¬ 
trasted with the U.S. Constitu¬ 
tion. 

Bourassa called the U.S. Con¬ 
stitution “petrified,” from a time 
of “white powdered wigs, when 
maybe you needed a gun in every 


house.” 

Not true, said Shannon 
Minter, legal director at the Na¬ 
tional Center for Lesbian Rights. 

“Every generation has to be 
free to find its own definition of 
freedom and find new protections 
in our Constitution in its search 
for freedom,” Minter said. 

Minter begins oral arguments 
on December 22 before San Fran¬ 
cisco Superior Court Judge 
Richard Kramer for NCLR, as 
lead counsel with co-counsel 
Lambda Legal Defense and Edu¬ 
cation Fund, the American Civil 
Liberties Union, and several at¬ 
torneys in one of California’s 
marriage equality cases, Woo v. 
Lockyer , representing 12 same-sex 
couples who were not allowed to 
marry after the state Supreme 
Court stopped the San Francisco 
weddings in March. 

Related decision 

In a related decision, the Cana¬ 
da Supreme Court ruled that 
churches and religious officials 
couldn’t be forced to perform 
same-gender marriages against 
their beliefs. 

The Reverend Dr. Troy Perry, 
founder of MCC, welcomed that 
decision. 

“All religious groups should 
have the freedom to practice the 
tenets of their faith,” he said. 

Geoffrey Kors, executive direc¬ 
tor of Equality California, drew a 
parallel between Canada’s court 
decision and Assemblyman Mark 
Leno’s (D-San Francisco) AB19, 
the Religious Freedom and Civil 
Marriage Protection Act. Leno in¬ 
troduced the bill last week at the 
start of the Legislature’s new ses¬ 
sion. Leno pulled his Marriage Li¬ 
cense Non-Discrimination Act 
during the last session because he 
didn’t have the vote to pass it out 
of the Assembly. 

This time, Leno changed the 
bill to add specific language stat¬ 
ing that no priest, minister, or 
rabbi is required to perform or 
officiate at a marriage against 
their religious beliefs. 

next page ► 
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on this issue that members of my 
congregation had. 

“There are still a lot of people 
in our country, including church 
ministers, who don’t realize that 
they’ve ever met a gay person,” 
she said. “In the same way that 
when I came out to my family, the 
issue of homosexuality became 
far more personal for them and 
they became much more actively 
supportive, loving and caring, it is 
my hope that some of the same 
thing may happen in the church.” 

On the other hand, she ac¬ 
knowledged that perhaps two- 
thirds of UMC members world¬ 
wide still believe that the church 
rule barring openly lesbian and 
gay people from ministry is cor¬ 
rect. 

“I have to ask myself, if I 
should appeal and win, if that 
would be healthy for the church. 
Would it further harden positions 
and disrupt the opportunity that 
may now exist for people to hear 
each other and change their per¬ 
spectives?” 

When asked what part of her 
decision would be based on what 
is healthy for herself, she laughed. 

“Oh, yeah, I’ve got to look at 
that too. 

“I’m exhausted and over¬ 
whelmed by the enormous 
changes that have taken place in 
my life in the past seven days,” she 
said. “I’m getting some sleep, but 
I’m not fully caught up. I really 
haven’t had enough time to sit 


down and absorb what all of this 
means.” 

No stranger to activism 

Stroud is hardly a stranger to 
LGBT activism. In her 20s, she 
served as editor of LGNY , the pre¬ 
decessor to New York’s Gay City 
News. It was while interviewing 
four New York pastors and rabbis 
for a story about out gay and les¬ 
bian spiritual leaders that she 
heard an inner voice saying, “I 
don’t want you to write about this. 
I want you to do it.” That voice led 
her to become a minister and then 
come out. 

“I felt that in my silence, I was 
not fully living out what I be¬ 
lieved,” Stroud said. “I believe that 
God made all people with all 
kinds of colors and shapes and 
sizes and all kinds of sexual orien¬ 
tations. I believe that God blesses 
all kinds of loving families. 

“I felt I needed to take this 
stand as a Christian, even know¬ 
ing that it might cost me my cre¬ 
dentials. I needed to tell the truth 
about my life, my faith, and the 
way I had experienced God in my 
life in- my relationship with my 
partner as a lesbian faithful to 
God.” 

Stroud met Paige in Philadel¬ 
phia in 1996 while both worked 
for a small progressive Christian 
magazine. They began dating a 
year later, right after Stroud was 
ordained. The U-Haul arrived a 
week after their October 2000 
commitment ceremony. 

“I was in a place in my life 
where if I was going to merge pots 
and pans and furniture, and have 


my daily life intertwined with the 
daily life of another person, I 
wanted a partner who was willing 
to stand up in front of God and all 
my friends and say‘I’m gonna stay 
with you,”’ Stroud said. 

After charges were brought 
against Stroud, support for the 
couple exceeded expectations. 
Church members started a legal 
defense fund, and promised 
Stroud that she could continue to 
work at the church regardless of 
the trial’s outcome. At least three 
attorneys from the congregation 
contributed countless hours of 
pro bono legal services. Congre¬ 
gants also showered the couple 
with homemade food, enabling 
them to focus their energies on 
the ordeal ahead. 

Regardless of her ultimate de¬ 
cision to appeal, Stroud holds to a 
larger vision. 

“It’s important for us to prac¬ 
tice listening and compassion and 
start small where we are. If you 
want someone else to put them¬ 
selves in your shoes, you have to 
be willing a little bit to put your¬ 
self in theirs. If you want someone 
to hear you, you have to be willing 
to hear them. 

“I hope that through what 
I’ve already done, there may be 
some gay and lesbian people 
who, .if they can’t at this time feel 
the affirmation and love of the 
United Methodist Church, can 
through what I and my congre¬ 
gation have done at least see and 
hear that there are communities 
that really believe in justice for 
all people and are willing to walk 
the walk.” T 
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Bob Bills 


Bob Bills passed 
away peacefully on 
Monday, October 
25,2004 in San 
Francisco after a 
long battle with 
cancer. He is sur¬ 
vived by his son, 
John Bills, daugh¬ 
ter-in-law Tracie 
Bills, two grand¬ 
children, Joshua and Ashley, and many 
dear friends in San Francisco. 

Bob was born on August 21,1936 in 
Sacramento, California, and moved with 
his parents that year to San Francisco. 

He graduated from Stanford and re¬ 
ceived his law degree from University of 
Chicago. Bob practiced law in San Fran¬ 
cisco, Redwood City and San Jose. 

Bob had a passion for cooking, pub¬ 
lic speaking, fly fishing, camping, arts 
and entertainment and living in San 
Francisco. He developed and led a walk¬ 
ing tour through lower Pacific Heights, 
which he called “Saints and Sinners.” 


A recovering alcoholic, Bob was 
committed to helping others recover 
from alcoholism and addiction. He sup¬ 
ported many through early recovery and 
leaves behind a legion of friends in the 
12-step movement. He also worked for 
five years as an educator at a multiple- 
offense drunk-driving program. 

Memorial contributions may be 
made to Stepping Stone, 255 10th Ave., 
SF CA 94118 

Chuck L. Hilbert 


The theater community in San Fran¬ 
cisco mourns the passing of Chuck L. 
Hilbert on November 1, 2004. Hilbert 
was an actor, writer, and director who 
was active in local theater for more than 
a decade. He was a graduate of Califor¬ 
nia Institute of the Arts, and for the past 
five years had been Manager of Com¬ 
munications for Paymap, a First Data 
company. 

Hilbert began his professional career 
working as a costumed character at Dis¬ 
neyland. He later followed the Disney 
magic to Orlando in 1971, performing 


in parades and shows during Disney 
World’s inaugural year. After this he was 
active in repertory companies in Atlanta 
and Las Vegas before arriving in San 
Francisco where he became a mainstay 
in Bay Area theatrical pursuits. Local 
credits include productions with the San 
Jose Repertory Theater, Bayside Enter¬ 
tainment, the San Francisco Opera, The¬ 
atre Artaud, the Blake Street Hawkeyes, 
and the One Act Theatre Company. 

He played a recurring role in the 
late-eighties detective drama Midnight 
Caller, and worked with Whoopi Gold¬ 
berg in the film Kiss Shot. He gained in¬ 
famy through his controversial work in 
the film documentary Theatereality, 
about a stage company which purport¬ 
edly killed actors onstage as high art. 

Recently, Hilbert entered the world 
of publishing as an editor and talent 
scout for Viking Press, and he was work¬ 
ing on an adaptation of Shakespeare’s 
The Merry Wives of Windsor. He was also 
well known for his philanthropic pur¬ 
suits, including involvement in local 
shelters for abused children. 

He is survived by a brother, Gary 
Hilbert, of Idaho. 



Acclaimed SF 
magazine designer dies 


by Ed Walsh 


, riends and family are 
mourning the unexpected 
death of F. Darrin Perry, 39, 
an award-winning magazine de¬ 
sign director who was widely ac¬ 
claimed for his work at Conde 
Nast, Sports Illustrated, ESPN 
magazine and more recently, 
Wired. Mr. Perry lived in San 
Francisco and is survived by his 
partner, Jonathan Manzo, and his 
family, who reside in North Car¬ 
olina where Mr. Perry was born. 

Mr. Perry died on Thursday, 
November 25. The San Francisco 
Medical Examiner’s office told the 
Bay Area Reporter this week that 
his cause of death won’t be known 
for several weeks pending labora¬ 
tory tests. 

“We were partners for 10 
years,” Manzo told the B.A.R. in a 
brief telephone interview Wednes¬ 
day. “We had a life together. He 
was extraordinarily talented, gen¬ 
erous, and kind. He set high stan¬ 
dards for himself in his profes¬ 
sional and personal life.” 

Manzo said that he and Mr. 
Perry were registered domestic 
partners in New York City and 
had planned to get married in San 
Francisco earlier this year, but the 
weddings were halted by the state 
Supreme Court before they could 
do so. 

Mr. Perry was a member of the 
San Francisco Fog rugby team, 
along with Manzo. In May, he 
traveled to London with the Fog 
in their successful defense of the 
Mark Kendall Bingham Memorial 
Cup. 



F. Darrin Perry 


In a eulogy that was posted on 
the Fog’s Web site, the team’s pres¬ 
ident, Pete “Porkchop” Dubois, 
wrote: “We remember Darrin and 
Jon, partners in life, playing as 
teammates together sometimes in 
opposing scrimmages, but walking 
off the pitch together, arm in arm. 
I know from Jon, those are some 
of his most cherished moments 
and experiences with Darrin.” 

Dubois likened Mr. Perry to “a 
Clark Kent/Superman character.” 
He explained: “By day, he took on 
the role of the seemingly mild- 
mannered editor of a renowned 
periodical but then, running out 
of his downtown office changing 
somewhere along the way into his 
rugby uniform, he transformed 
into “Dazza, the Rugby Warrior” 
to do battle on Tuesdays, Thurs¬ 
days, and Saturdays. And on Mon¬ 
day, I can just see Darrin return¬ 
ing to the Wired office, trying to 


explain away the black eye, bruis¬ 
es, and limping around from his 
aching feet.” 

After the Fog won the Bing¬ 
ham Cup, Mr. Perry wrote a note 
to his teammates. Dubois con¬ 
cluded his eulogy quoting the 
note: “Thank you gentlemen for 
the past few days -1 arrived home 
tonight and found myself crying, 
crying from joy, but also from 
sadness that the moment is now 
behind us. What a privilege and 
honor it has been to practice, sup¬ 
port and play along side each of 
you. 

“With heart and soul I salute 
you all. Love, Dazza,” Mr. Perry 
concluded, using his nickname. 

A memorial was held in San 
Francisco on December 1. 

A celebration of Mr. Perry’s life 
was held in North Carolina on 
December 5. In lieu of flowers, the 
family asked that donations be 
made to the North Carolina 
School of the Arts, “a place that al¬ 
lowed DaVrin to first cultivate his 
passion and love of the arts.” The 
family also suggested that dona¬ 
tions be sent to the Human Rights 
Campaign, “an organization that 
was a voice for his beliefs.” 

Contributions may be mailed 
to NC School of the Arts at 
N.C.S.A. Foundation Inc. Attn: 
Sarah Turner, 1533 South Main 
Street, Winston-Salem, NC 
27127-2188 and the Human 
Rights Campaign Foundation, c/o 
Timothy Mahoney, Human 
Rights Campaign Foundation, 
1640 Rhode Island Avenue, N.W., 
Washington, D.C. 20036. Be sure 
to note that the donation is in Mr. 
Perry’s memory. ▼ 


Canada 
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Kors noted the distinction be¬ 
tween a civil marriage process 
performed by a county clerk, 
which requires legal rights and re¬ 
sponsibilities, and a religious 
wedding ceremony. 

“It ensures that First Amend¬ 
ment rights are protected,” said 
Kors. 

Kors believes the Canada deci¬ 
sion will “have a huge influence 
on public opinion.” 

And, he said, unlike Canada’s 
movement coming with the in¬ 
volvement of the Supreme Court, 
“California is unique in North 
America” because domestic part¬ 
ner legislation has come at the be¬ 


hest of elected representatives 
without the court having to weigh 
in. 

Other countries 

Other countries are moving 
ahead in recognizing same-sex re¬ 
lationships. 

Last week New Zealand passed 
a civil union bill allowing same- 
sex couples to register their rela¬ 
tionships with the government 
and giving them many rights en¬ 
joyed by heterosexual couples. 

In South Africa, the first coun¬ 
try in the world whose constitu¬ 
tion provides gay and lesbian 
legal protections, a court ruled 
this week that same-sex marriages 
must be recognized in the same 
way as heterosexual marriages, 
under the nation’s constitution. 


An Israeli district court ruled 
that same-sex couples must have 
the same rights as common law 
couples in matters of property, 
taxation, and inheritance and will 
also be able to transfer gifts be¬ 
tween themselves without paying 
taxes. 

“The prayers of the ancient 
prophet who prayed that ‘justice 
might roll down as waters, and 
righteousness like a mighty 
stream’ are being answered in this 
birthplace of our faith,” said 
MCC’s Perry. “With all the talk 
today about moral values in the 
aftermath of the U.S. elections, 
the reality is that the most noble 
moral values of tolerance, accep¬ 
tance, equality, and justice are 
being advanced in many places 
around the globe.” T 
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Sporty splice: 

The best gay sports films 



by Jim Provenzano 


B illy Bean’s memoir, Going 
the Other Way , about his 
struggles as a closeted pro 
baseball player, is in development 
to become a Showtime movie. Set 
to be produced by the prolific gay 
team of Craig Zadan and Neil 
Meron and directed by Six Feet 
Under executive producer Alan 
Poul, it promises to be a fascinat¬ 
ing look into the world of a gay 
athlete. 

Until that film’s on the small 
screen, however, here are some 
other notable gay and lesbian 
sports films. Most are available on 
DVD or VHS, and, like Bean’s 
memoir, would make great gifts 
for the athlete or sports fan on 
your holiday list. 

2 Seconds (Director: Manon 
Briand, 1998, French). After Lau¬ 
rie (Charlotte Laurier), a bisexual 
competitive cyclist, loses a slot on 
a championship team, she 
becomes a bike messen¬ 
ger while developing a 
friendship with an ec¬ 
centric bike-shop owner 
(Dino Tavarone). Their 
competitive love of cycling 
helps Laurie win back her self¬ 
esteem - and the heart 
of another woman. 

Beautiful Boxer 

(Director: Ekachai 
Uekrongtham, 2004, 

Thailand). The fascinating real- 
life story of transgender Mu Thai 
kickboxer Parinya Charoenphol 
(known as Nong Toom in Thai¬ 
land) has become an endearing 
and action-packed film that fol¬ 
lows Nong’s life from teenage 
monk to trainee in a grueling 
kickboxing camp to eventual fame 
and success. Nong’s struggle to re¬ 
alize her dream of a sex-reassign¬ 
ment operation is met with re¬ 
sentment from athletes, but even¬ 
tual acceptance from her family 
and promoter. The lead is played 
with sincerity by real-life kickbox¬ 
er Asanee Suwan, and the sports 
scenes are powerfully authentic, 
more than compensating for the 
slightly overdone finale’s senti¬ 
ment. 

Bend It Like Beckham (Direc¬ 
tor: Gurinder Chadha, 2002, Eng¬ 
land). Jess (Parminder K. Nagra) 
is in the closet - about playing 
soccer, and about her fascination 
with sports star David Beckham. 
Her traditional Indian family 
craves a wedding, and soon. When 
another female player (Keira 
Knightley) coaxes Jess to play on a 
women’s team, this lighthearted 
comedy becomes a hilarious game 
of hidden identities and confu¬ 
sion. Although the movie nearly 
brims with sapphic desires, the 
only real gay character is one of 
Jess’s male soccer pals. While the 
soccer scenes are a tad overdrama¬ 
tized, the heart of this film is in 
the right place. 

Breaking the Surface (Director: 
Steven Hilliard Stern, 1997, Unit¬ 
ed States). If Mario Lopez in 


Ordering information 

www.adlbooks.com 

www.tlavideo.com 

www.picturethissent.com 

www.wolfevideo.com 


Speedos doesn’t pique your inter¬ 
est, then the compelling, dramat¬ 
ic, real-life story of the greatest 
diver in U.S. history should. After 
being adopted as a Samoan child 
into a white family, Greg Lougan- 
is suffers through the pressure of 
his father/coach, who pushes him 
to success - but also 
away from accepting 
being gay. There’s a 
lot to cover in one film, but it 
does show the trials Louganis 
faced - surviving an abusive 
romantic/manager relation¬ 
ship; HIV; the now-fa¬ 
mous 1988 diving ac¬ 
cident; and his subse¬ 
quent fame of coming 
out. 

Cock and Bull Story (Director: 
Billy Hayes, 2003, United States). 
Dark, brooding, violent, and dis¬ 
turbing: What more could one ex¬ 
pect from the author of the auto¬ 
biographical book Midnight Ex¬ 
press ? In between bouts of fighting 
in the ring, Travis (Bret Roberts) 
battles the corrupting influence of 
his friend Jacko’s (Brian Austin 
Green) homophobic outbursts, as 
well as his own pugilistic form of 
arousal. 

Gay Games VI - Sydney 2002 

(Producer: Brett Heil, 2002, Aus¬ 
tralia). More than five hours in 
length, with an array of clear im¬ 
ages, unobtrusive background 
music, and a menu of sport-by¬ 
sport options, this DVD marks 
the first comprehensive coverage 
of a global gay and lesbian athlet¬ 
ic event. Montages for each of the 
Games’ eight days offer a nice ap¬ 
petizer to the extensive footage. 
Sports features vary in length and 
depth, a few with informed 
voiceovers sprinkled with some 
saucy commentary. Bonus fea¬ 
tures include a photo gallery and 
complete competition results. 

Iron Ladies (Director: Yongyooth 
Thongkonthun, 2003, Thailand). 
Over-the-top in campy style, this 
endearing and fun-filled dramati¬ 
zation based on the real-life Thai 
volleyball team breaks boundaries 
- and a few fingernails - as gay 
and transgender players rise from 
maligned underdogs to national 
champions. The 2004 sequel, Iron 
Ladies II, furthers their adven¬ 
tures, as one player quits the team, 
but is lured back for loyalty and 
love. 

Like It Is (Director: Paul Orem- 
land, 1998, England). Who knew 
bare-knuckle boxing had such 
cute, young gay guys in its ranks? 
Steve Bell - in real life a feather¬ 
weight boxing champion in 


Britain - brings a realistic edge to 
his character’s painfully awkward 
coming out in a jaded London gay 
community. Roger Daltrey of The 
Who captures the manipulative 
slyness of a wicked club manager. 

My Life on Ice (Directors: Olivi¬ 
er Ducastel, Jacques Martineau, 
2001, France). The filmmaking 
team that brought us the affec¬ 
tionate yet subtle Adventures of 
Felix offers an even more under¬ 
stated story of a quiet teenager re¬ 
alizing his gay identity. After re¬ 
ceiving a video camera as a gift, 
the handsome Etienne (Jimmy 
Tavares) sees life through a cam¬ 
era lens. Between bashful inter¬ 
views and voyeuristic shots of 
friends and family members, Eti¬ 
enne explores his own identity 
and even gets some hilarious re¬ 
sults while trying to tape himself 
practicing figure skating. Even his 
own competition at the French 
Cup (a real event, with Tavares ac¬ 
tually competing) is shown in a 
way that’s beautiful and not sen¬ 
sationalized. 

Personal Best (Director: Robert 
Towne, 1982, United States). Al¬ 
though now a bit dated, this is a 
groundbreaking lesbian film 
about an affair between a track 
star (Mariel Hemingway) and her 
mentor-competitor (real-life 
Olympic runner Patrice Donnel¬ 
ly). The film includes scenes from 
both the 1976 Olympic trials and 
the 1980 Moscow Games qualify¬ 
ing races. The race footage is both 
compelling and sometimes overt¬ 
ly sensual. 

Playmakers (Directors: Various, 
2003, United States). ESPN’s fas¬ 
cinating attempt at a dramatic se¬ 
ries about a pro football team 
may be too full of egos, racism, 
drug abuse, and hyped-up on¬ 
field action, but it does include a 
subplot about closeted gay player 
Thad Guerwitcz (Daniel Petroni- 
jevic). Under pressure from the 
NFL, ESPN canceled the series, 
which should make you even 
more curious to see it. Now out 
on DVD. 

Thin Ice (Director: Fiona Cun- 
ningham-Reid, 1994, United 
States). This terrific idea for com¬ 
bining a romance with the actual 
events of 1994’s Gay Games IV in 
New York City also documents the 
first inclusion of figure skating in 
the Games and the groundbreak¬ 
ing same-sex doubles competi¬ 
tion. Director and co-star Cun- 
ningham-Reid also medaled in 
the skating event captured in this 
endearing, exciting, and innova- 
next page ► 
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Club promoter 

◄ page 12 

into the circuit crowd audience 
once again by creating Sundance 
at the Russian River, a weekend’s 
worth of dance parties in the gay 
resort town of Guerneville. A year 
later, he would return to the cir¬ 
cuit party theme with Metropolis, 
a monthly dance party held in an 
old warehouse at 550 Barneveld 
on the southern boundary of San 
Francisco. 

As those parties became more 
popular, and promoters faced in¬ 
creasing difficulty finding places to 
throw their events, Bean changed 
business tactics and bought the 
building in 1999, transforming 
himself from solely a party pro¬ 
moter to now a club owner. 

“There was huge value in hav¬ 
ing a venue with parking on a Sat¬ 
urday night. When I knew he was 
selling, I wanted to keep it to con¬ 
tinue to throw huge gay parties,” 
he said. 

A year later he would add re¬ 
sort owner to his business card 
after purchasing the old Paradise 
Cove resort in Guerneville, which 
he and his partners remodeled 
and reopened as the Retreat Re¬ 
sort and Spa. 

With the closing of Club 
Townsend in the summer of 2002, 
Bean jumped back into hosting 
weekly parties with the short-lived 
Palladium, returning to the same 
spot as his Cyclops parties. 

“I still love Palladium but I 
think it was a little before its time. 
We were trying to marry the mus¬ 
cle crowd with drag queens and 
performance artists. We had an 
electroclash room upstairs but it 
went over the head of the main¬ 
stream club-going community,” 
said Bean. 

Two flops 

Yet those short-run clubs don’t 
rank as failures in Bean’s mind. 
Over the years, he points to only 
two parties that stand out as total 
flops. His biggest occurred the Fri¬ 
day of gay Pride weekend in 1992. 
Held at the Warfield Theatre it 
featured everyone from New York 
drag divas Lady Bunny and Lore- 
ta Hogg to the entire House of 



Club promoter Gus Bean 


Fields, the voguing houses from 
New York made popular by 
Madonna’s smash hit “Vogue.” 

The party cost $40,000 to 
throw, and Bean took a hit of 
$ 20 , 000 . 

“It was a clear case of too 
much, too soon. I way overshot 
my budget,” he said. “It was mar¬ 
velous but marvelously under at¬ 
tended and I lost my ass.” 

His Millennium party in 2000 
at the Metreon also bombed. The 
media hype around the Y2K New 
Year’s kept people from going out, 
said Bean. While he spent 
$320,000 - $100,000 of which 
went to rent out the Metreon - the 
high price of tickets kept him 
from losing his shirt, as 2,000 peo¬ 
ple did show at the party. 

“We barely broke even,” he 
said. “It wasn’t the prices, it was 
the media-induced fear of at the 
stroke of midnight there would be 
technological pandemonium. 
That’s what did it; it still sort of 
pisses me off.” 

While no longer the promoter 
for them, Bean lists Gay Days at 
Waterworld in Concord and at 
Paramount’s Great America in 
Santa Clara as two of his greatest 
achievements. The events not only 
cater to his dance club set but also 
bring out gay youth who other¬ 
wise would be too young to attend 
his parties. 

“They’re the most successful 


things I have ever done,” he said. 
“I have a very soft spot in my heart 
or psyche for youth and remem¬ 
bering when I was young how 
much fun I had exploring 
nightlife.” 

Once again Bean is turning his 
attention to gay youth with his 
five-month old party The Crib. 
Replacing the 18-and-over Thurs¬ 
day night party Faith at 715 Har¬ 
rison, the weekly party once again 
is proving Bean has the pulse of 
where the city’s nightlife is head¬ 
ed. 

“As House music blew up in 
the 1990s, now it is all about hip- 
hop,” said Bean. “The skater, 
snowboarder and retro 1980s 
thing is also blowing up. I am re¬ 
ally excited about it.” 

So it comes as no surprise that 
Bean will be heading to the slopes 
of Heavenly Ski Resort at Lake 
Tahoe this winter to oversee the 
debut of his first ski-themed party 
called Ascent the first weekend of 
March. Sponsored by the Nevada 
Gaming Commission, Bean has 
teamed up with the local gay com¬ 
munity in the Sierra to tap into 
the emerging market for gay ski 
weeks. 

Closer to home Bean predicts 
the weekly big gay dance parties 
are slowly becoming a thing of the 
past. 

“People are responding to big 
special events, they just don’t want 
to go out every single weekend. 
There has been a major swing, the 
younger 20-somethings who are 
going out want hip-hop and want 
alcohol,” he said. “There is no 
question the new gay generation is 
much more into hip-hop, electro 
popclash, and alcohol. As repre¬ 
sented by the success of Metropo¬ 
lis Halloween [where 1,700 tickets 
were sold] I am very excited about 
continuing to throw large scale 
periodic mega-events, whether we 
call them circuit parties or just 
dance nights.” 

All weekend passes for Bean’s 
Colossus New Year’s weekend cost 
$100, while tickets for the individ¬ 
ual five parties cost $40 in advance 
or $50 at the door. Tickets can be 
bought in the Castro at Body, The 
Barking Frog, Gold’s Gym or Al¬ 
ways Tan. For more information 
visit www.guspresents.com. ▼ 


Library 

◄ page 2 

organization has already out¬ 
grown its current location on Mis¬ 
sion Street near Yerba Buena Gar¬ 
dens and funding from state and 
federal sources has disappeared 
due to budget deficits. 

“The space for the archives is 
full. We are out of shelf space,” she 
said. 

In addition, she said the orga¬ 
nization’s location is hard to find. 

“It is hard to get word out to 
visitors in the city. If we were here 
at the library we would be much 
more accessible. People arrive here 
in the Castro all the time,” said 
Mahaney. “They are so excited to 
be here and they want to go see 


something.” 

Under consideration is the 
possibility of tearing down the ex¬ 
isting building or construction of 
a second wing in order to create 
space for the historical society’s 
archives as well as a research cen¬ 
ter and exhibition space. The idea 
is to create a gay cultural and 
tourist destination in the Castro as 
well as to foster better synergy be¬ 
tween the work of the library and 
the society. 

“We need more culture in the 
neighborhood,” said District 8 Su¬ 
pervisor Bevan Dufty, a propo¬ 
nent of the proposal. “People 
come from around the world. 
They see us as a mecca but there is 
no place to see our history. The 
historical society is at a cross¬ 
roads. There is a lot of competi¬ 


tion for resources and they have 
not gotten their fair share. In 18 
months they need to make a deci¬ 
sion.” 

“This is too important an op¬ 
portunity not to explore the po¬ 
tential;” added Dufty, who won 
the backing of his board col¬ 
leagues last month to pursue talks 
on the project. 

A decision needs to be made 
within the next five months on 
whether the project, expected to 
cost up to $15 million, is viable. 
While no architectural plans have 
been drawn up, initial talk has fo¬ 
cused on building a brand new, 
two-story building with up to 
20,000 square feet of space. A pro¬ 
posal is expected to be presented 
to the Library Commission some¬ 
time in January. T 


Sports Complex 

^ previous page 

tive mix of documentary and fic¬ 
tion. 

You’ll Get Over It (Director: 
Fabrice Cazeneuve, 2002, France). 
In this drama that includes lots of 
hunky swftnmers and the realisti¬ 
cally frustrating experience of 
being outed on a high school 
team, a familiar story is given an 
unusual twist when Vincent 
(Julien Baumgartner) develops a 
tense friendship with antijock 


Benjamin (Jeremie Elkaim). 
Swimming competition is woven 
smoothly into the eventually re¬ 
deeming story line. 

Stocking stutters 

Honorable mention in the 
slightly gay/lesbian category 
should go to Kansas City Bombers, 
the roller derby classic starring 
Raquel Welch, and Slapshot, the 
ice hockey classic comedy starring 
Paul Newman (still hot), and 
strip-teasing-on-ice Michael On- 
tkean (especially hot). 

Of course, the gay male sports 
gifts every rugby fan wants (for 


himself) are the Stade France 2005 
calendar, book, and “Making of” 
DVD. While some of us polished 
up our French to order the calen¬ 
dars each year since 2001 from the 
team’s site, www.stade.fr, you late¬ 
comers can simply stroll down to 
A Different Light bookstore on 
Castro Street for this year’s edi¬ 
tion. ▼ 


Jim Provenzano is the author of 
the novels PINS and Monkey 
Suits. Read more sports 
columns at www.sports 
complex.org. 


LEGAL NOTICES 


CITY AND COUNTY OF SAN FRANCISCO 
NOTICE OF AVAILABILITY OF REQUEST FOR PROPOSALS (RFP) 

The Mayor's Office of Community Development and Mayor's Office of Housing are pleased 
to announce the availability of the Request for Proposals (RFP) for the 2005-06 Community 
Development Block Grant (CDBG) and Emergency Shelter Grant (ESG) programs. The RFP 
will be available only online beginning December 15, 2004. Please visit our web site at 
www.sfgov.org/mocd under "Funding Info" section for more details. 

REQUEST FOR BIDS 
Solicitation No: 04-620-IFB-040 

The San Francisco Housing Authority will receive sealed bids for Exterior Painting and Repairs 
at Robert Pitts, CAL 43. 

On Tuesday December 7, 2004, at 10:00 AM, a site inspection will be held at the Housing De¬ 
velopment. Prospective bidders will meet in front of the Property Managers Office at 1150 Scott 
Street, San Francisco. 

Responses are due 2:00 P.M. on Tuesday, December 28, 2004. The IFB document is available 
at the Authority's office at 1815 Egbert Avenue, San Francisco. A processing fee of $50.00 
(non-refundable) will be required for each set of documents. All payments must be in the form 
of Certified Check, Cashiers Check, or Company Check payable to the San Francisco Hous¬ 
ing Authority. Cash or personal checks are not acceptable. Contact Ms. Brenda Moore, at (415) 
715-3170, e-mail moorebr@sfha.org. 

VACANCY NOTICE 

Pursuant to the provisions of Section 54974, California Government Code, notice is hereby 
given of the following unscheduled vacancies. Interested persons may obtain an application 
from the Board of Supervisors web site at www.sfgov.org/site/uploadedfiles/bdsupvrs/Vacan- 
cy_Notices/vacancy_app.pdf or from the Clerk of the Rules Committee, 1 Dr. Carlton B. 
Goodlett Place, Room 244, San Francisco, CA 94102-4689. Completed applications should 
be submitted to the Clerk of the Board. Ail applicants must be residents of San Francisco, un¬ 
less otherwise stated. Additional information may be obtained by accessing the City’s web site: 
www.sfgov.otg/bdsupvrs 

Please Note: Depending upon the posting date, some vacancies may have already been filled. 
To determine if vacancies for this Board/Committee/Commission or Task Force are still avail¬ 
able please call the Rules Committee Clerk at 554-5184. 

Citizens’ General Obligation Bond Oversight Committee 

Vacant seat, succeeding Deidre Von Rock-Ricei, term expired, seat 1, must be active in a busi¬ 
ness organization representing the business community located within the City, for a two-year 
term ending November 21, 2006. 

Vacant seat, succeeding William Wong, term expired, seat 2, must be active in labor organiza¬ 
tions, for a two-year term ending November 21, 2006. 

Vacant seat, succeeding John Hentz, term expired, seat 3, must be active in a community orga¬ 
nization, for a two-year term ending November 21, 2006. 

Public Utilities Citizen’s Advisory Committee 

Vacant Seat, new appointment, seat 5, must be a resident of the Supervisorial District 5, ap¬ 
pointed by the district 5 Supervisor, and have one or more of the following qualifications: rep¬ 
resent a community, business, environmental, or environmental justice organization or have 
knowledge, skill or experience in a field related to public utilities, environmental justice or en¬ 
vironmental science, for a new four-year term to be determined. 

Vacant Seat, new appointment, seat 12, must be a resident of the City and County of San Fran¬ 
cisco, shall be appointed by the President of the Board of Supervisors, and represent a small 
business, for a new four-year term to be determined. 



STATEMENT FILE A-0280196-00 

The following person(s) are doing business 
as: Viking Giant Sub 2906 Diamond Street 
San Francisco, Ca. 94131. This business is 
conducted by an individual, signed John 
Ahau Lan. The registrant(s) commenced to 
transact business under the above listed ficti¬ 
tious business name or names on 11/22/04. 
The statement was filed with the City and 
County of San Francisco, Ca. on 11/22/04. 
NOV. 25, DEC. 2,9,16 2004 


STATEMENT FILE A-0280795-00 

The following person(s) are doing business 
as: GLBTHS, GLBT Historical Society, 

657 Mission Street #300 San Francisco, 
Ca. 94105. This business is conducted by 
a corporation, signed Jacob Richards. The 
registrant(s) commenced to transact busi¬ 
ness under the above listed fictitious busi¬ 
ness name or names on 09/2002. The 
statement was filed with the City and 
County of San Francisco, Ca. on 11/16/04. 
NOV. 25, DEC. 2,9,16 2004 

STATEMENT FILE A-0280795-00 

The following person(s) are doing business 
as: GLBTHS, GLBT Historical Society, 

657 Mission Street #300 San Francisco, 
Ca. 94105. This business is conducted by 
a corporation, signed Jacob Richards. The 
registrant(s) commenced to transact busi¬ 
ness under the above listed fictitious busi¬ 
ness name or names on 09/2002. The 
statement was filed with the City and 
County of San Francisco, Ca. on 11/16/04. 
NOV. 25, DEC. 2,9,16 2004 


IN THE SUPERIOR COURT 0FTHE 
STATE OF CALIFORNIA IN AND 
FOR THE COUNTY OF SAN FRAN¬ 
CISCO FILE # CNC 04541638 

In the matter of the application of 
Theodore Gabriel for change of name. 
The application of Theodore Gabriel 
for change of name having been filed 
in Court, and it appearing from said 
application that Theodore Gabriel 
has filed an application proposing 
that his/her name be changed to 
Theodore Gabriel Tasoulas. Now 
therefore, it is hereby ordered, that 
all persons interested in said matter 
do appear before this Court in De¬ 
partment 218 on the 13th day of Jan¬ 
uary, 2004 at 9:00 am of said day to 
show cause why the application for 
change of name should not be granted. 
DEC. 2,9,16,23, 2004 


STATEMENT FILE A-0280989-00 

The following person(s) are doing business 
as: El Rincon, 2700 16th Street, San 
Francisco, Ca. 94103. This business is 
conducted by a corporation, signed V.C. 
Yadav. The registrant(s) commenced to 
transact business under the above listed 
fictitious business name or names on 
11/24/04. The statement was filed with the 
City and County of San Francisco, Ca. on 
11/24/04. 

DEC. 2,9,16,23, 2004 


Soma Yoga 
with David Burke CMT 

ji 

Dare your self and your soul 
exploring yoga as play in 
a warm, healing environment 
with other connected men. 

In Soma Yoga you will discover 
new ways to come home 
intoyour body through expressive 
movement exercises and postures 
to enliven erotic potency. 

warn 

Electric 

School 

(510) 653-1594 
www.bodyelectric.org 

Jan 11th, 10th, 25th, Feb 1st 2005 

Class series 

$£>0/Separately $25 
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REAL ESTATE 




Just Listed 


Loft Style Living 
in the Redwoods! 

Contemporary & Bright 
2 Bedroom/2 Bath 
Dual Master Suite 
Condominium Home with 
Bonus Loft Space 

Offered at 

$ 339,000 

And at this Price... 

It’s Your E-Ticket to the River! 

MLS#20435185 www.CreatHomes.org 


When you want the superior service of a dedicated Realtor® 

Contact your CITY/COUNTRY Connection TODAY! 


rlEKlrl 


[REAL ESTATE 

JOHN GENOVESE 


415/861-5222 x211 555 Castro Street, San Francisco, CA 94114 

707/303-6358 14045 Armstrong Woods Rd, Guerneville, CA 95446 
www.HERTH.com JohnGenovese@herth.com 


Jail in Jjdvb... 

with this gorgeous estate located 1 hr 
no. of San Diego. A private gated estate 
on 3 landscaped acres; it is priced to 
sell by owners; 1-800-711-1747. 

A steal at only $999,999. 5200 SQ FT 
www.designsbyanthony.com/properties/ 


FOR SALE _ 

THE BERKELEY POTTERS’ 
STUDIO HOLIDAY SHOW 

Dec. 11-24,10Am-6PM, 637 
Cedar/2nd St., features one of BAR'S 
longtime driver/delivery people, Diane 
Amaral, and her partner Shey Smith 
with Shine ware, copper reds & 
purples, plus new "peach" designed 
oval servers. 



RENTALS 

STYLISH. SPACIOUS. 
CONVENIENT. 


www.thevillasparkmerced.com 

415/405-4600 


Now Leasing Townhomes and Flats 
with Amenities Galore. 


NATIONAL HOTEL 

1139 Market Street 
$40 - Nightly 
$160 - Weekly 
415-864-9343 


Near Ferry & Waterfront 

VICTORIAN 

HOME 

2BR w/fpl, hot tub & bears! $995 mo 
Come to Vallejo's Lavendar Hill! 

Call 707-235-4277 or 
707-246-6855 


MARKET/NOE ABOVE 
"HOUSE OF CHEN" 

FULL FLOOR FLAT 2BR IB.AL¬ 
MOST EVERYTHING NEW INCL. 
W/D. 

CALL FRANK 861-5222, Ext 155. 
$1895/M0. 


BayAreaReporter 


ROOMMATES 

$650 

Victorian Haight Panhandle. Rear 
Apt., furnished Large Bedroom 
share kitchen, living room, bath¬ 
room. Enjoy deck, backyard. 

No pets. 

Roger 415-252-1207. 


Top Floor Pvt. Bedroom/Bath 
Downtown Hayward, Near BART/ 
CSUH. 925 Sq Ft, AC,carpet,park- 
ing,pool/laundry, $535+Utils. 
510-582-2026. 


Room for rent in Newark/Fremont 
Hot tub, cable, utils, included. 

$550 mo. 

Call John (510) 938-4020 

E5, 

$650 GM Diamond Hts shr Ige delux 
hse above Castro/Noe/Glen Pk w/3, 
Easy st pkg, incl hskpr cleaning, 
Turquoise Way, prefer non-smoker, 
415-641-5564/415-658-4370. 


Castro location $550 mo plus utl 
Employed only, no pets, drugs, heavy 
booze. Am 44 GWM indoor smkr two 
total people only. No couples, noise 
activity low to moderate. Clean W/W 
Viet garden flat. Bldg. Owner up¬ 
stairs. 

Paul • 552-2558. 


Roommate 595/Mo Plus Util. Viet. 
Garden Flat, Castro Loc., Am inside 
smoker. Quiet subdued enviroment, no 
pets, drugs, heavy alchohol, Paul 
552-2558 Early AM 


REAL ESTATE 


Selling or getting ready for the holms? 


DT1LI2ING TOUR EXISI-TNG FURNISHINGS - 
OH COMBINES WITH OUR EXTENSIVE HOME 
STAGING (ELECTION - OUR DESIGN TEAM 
Will TMNSFORM YOUR HOME TO LOOK 
ITS YBBTBEST. ONE ROOM-OREVERY 
ROOM IN Ti HOUSE. 


bonded & insured 


DRAB 1 


I 

ii 

J 


in one day! 


Home Staging 


Interior Redesign Services 

415.608.9913 



DOUGLAS 

DELIVERS 

Douglas Bohling 
delivers Sonoma 
County real 
estate success. 

Whether you’re buying 
or selling, take advan¬ 
tage of his 18 years of 
experience and the 
expertise that has 
earned him a spot in 
the top 6% of all pro¬ 
ducers in the national 
Prudential network. 


Homes, Income, Acreage, Resorts 

Expert in Wine Country 
& Russian River Retreats 


Call now to find out how you can 

live the Sonoma County dream! Prudential 

(800) 200-2011 x204 'W California Realty 

Doug.Bohling@PruRealty.com • www.PruRealty.com/DougBohling 


3 units in the Russian River area... 

2 one bedroom units plus a studio! Double decks 
Fireplace, dual pane windows and income at 
$2,375 per mo! Charm B value priced at $389,000 



\ovtf dteattAS 

CaY 


cv&W con&o...a.\u*ury estate... 

v eMl ound\vome...av^uon 

cava come tme vvv V a\vn 



SAN DIEGO 

A Lifestyle to Enjoy 


JIM BEITZEL 


Former Award Winning SF Agent 

619.347.3939 

For Direct MLS Access: www.JimSellsSD.com 


BA NKER S HILL) 


MAUI REAL ESTATE 



Prudential locations LLC 


www.michaelhealey.net 

808 875 5651 

Michael Healey ~ Broker Partner 


Integrity 

Experience 

Performance 


Call or email for Maui's best values! 

1215 S.Kihei Rd. Ste. N. Kihci Maui Hawaii 96753 



SANTE FE 

BUYERS FIRST REALTY 
Representing buyers interests 
Lynn@buyersfirstsantafe.com 
or 800 808 6333 


PRUDENTIAL REALTY 
WEST 

Gay Owned/Ope.rated 

RUSSIAN RIVER 

http://prudentialsonoma.com 


PALM SPRINGS: 

THE GAY-FRIENDLY 
PARADISE 

Call me for all of your real estate 
needs. I'm Alan Emery, Realtor, at 
RE/MAX Real Estate Consultants. I 
live in Palm Springs and provide 
comprehensive, professional and 
responsive real estate services to gay 
men and lesbians in the Palm Springs 
area. Tel 760-902-5266. 
AlanEmeryRealtor@aol.com. 

Web Page: AlanEmery.com 
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VACATION PFNTfll S 


CABANA AT WAIKIKI 


Honeymoon Packages Available■ 

Call or email CabanaBavtd^aoLcom 

* 15 Newly Remodeled One Bedroom Suites 

♦ Ideal Location near Queen's Surf 
Gay beach. Hula's and 24 Hours Fitness 

• Includes Continental Breakfast & Tropical 
Veranda with an 8-Man Spa 

• Waikiki's Only Gay Owned and 
Operated Guest House 

• Free Access to Max's Gym 



2551 Cartwright Road 
Honolulu, HI 96815 
www. cabana-waiki ki. com 


For Reservations Call Toll-free: 

1-877-902-2121 

In HI (808) 326-5555 or fax (808) 926-5566 




the new definition of luxury 


Worm Sands just got Cooler 
Now Accepting Reservations 
\ 800-475-5188 
www.centurypalmsprings.com 


Traveling to New Orleans??? 

$40/Nt. Garden District apt. 

See: neworleansroomfinder.com 

__£53 

DTWN GAY HOTEL 

GRAND OPENING SPECIAL40% 
DISC. W/THIS AD ON NfTELY. UUZ 
HOTEL WTTH AM ENI71ES 415- 
928-1917808-2506609 

PALM SPRINGS 

Exclusive private homes/condominiums. 
Pools/tennis. 760-770-0211 
www.zephyr-ps.com 

■ 1 ^ E03-05 

HAWAII 

CABANA AT WAIKIKI 
SUITES AS LOW AS $99!! 
CALL 1-877-902-2121 
FOR RESERVATIONS 

_E]B 

SAN FRANCISCO'S 

PREMIERE GAY GUEST HOUSE 

THE PARKER HOUSE 

1-888-520-7275 

www.parkerguesthouse.com 


Mu 


thepinksofa.com 


meet other SF lesbians 




mk 


ES 


Law Offices 

Alma Soongi Beck 

Wills, Living Trusts 
Estate Planning 
Domestic Partnership 
Planning 

Property Co-Ownership 
Issues 

Live-Together Agreement 

Seminar Facilitator for National Center for 
Lesbian Rights on Domestic Partnership Issues 
see www.heckesq.com for details 

101 Howard Street @ Spear 

(415) 642-9930 

Email alma@beckesq.com for info 



Law Offices 

Thomas G. Best 


400 Montgomery, 2 nd FI. 
San Francisco, CA 94104 
Telephone: (415)956-7654 

Wrongful Termination 
Sexual Harassment 
Trust Litigation 
Wills and Trusts 
Wrongful Eviction 
email: Bestlawl@aol.com 


LAW OFFICES 
SHELLEYS. FEINBERG 

m 

Serving the g 

Flood Building 

8?0 Market St 

Probate 

Wills and Living 

Trusts 

Estate Planning 

AB 2580 Property 
Rights Agreements 
FLAT FEE 

ay community since 1999 

ssfeinberguisn.com 

415.42L1893 


Law and Mediation Solutions 

Joel K. Rubinstein 

Graduate of Harvard and Yale 

• Mediation (Buslness/Family) 

• Real Estate 

• New Business Formation 

• Contract Review and Preparation 

• Bankruptcy 

• Wills/Trusts 

■ Co-Ownership Issues 


FREE INITIAL CONSULTATION 

I I ■ » ■ (415)656-1968 


mm 


W.E.L. Tax Services 

You work bard for your money, 
let us work smart to help you keep it! 

fi==\ Bill Lentini mm 

IsS 415-252-7552 ®*’ r 

www. weltax. com 


Ik 


STATEMENT FILE A-0281023-00 

The following person(s) are doing business 
as: J.P. Limos, 2794 40th Ave. ( San Fran¬ 
cisco, Ca. 94116. This business is conduct¬ 
ed by an individual, signed Jason Peterson. 
The registrant(s) commenced to transact 
business under the above listed fictitious 
business name or names on 11/29/04. The 
statement was filed with the City and Coun¬ 
ty of San Francisco, Ca. on 11/29/04. 

DEC. 2,9,16,23, 2004 

STATEMENT FILE A-0280899-00 

The following person(s) are doing business 
as: Butchboy Studios LLC, 596 46th Ave. 
San Francisco, Ca. 94121. This business is 
conducted by an limited liability company, 
signed Joel Hoyer. The registrant(s) com¬ 
menced to transact business under the 
above listed fictitious business name or 
names on 11/22/04. The statement was 
filed with the City and County of San Fran¬ 
cisco, Ca. on 11/22/04. 

DEC. 2,9,16,23, 2004 

STATEMENT FILE A-0280945-00 

The following person(s) are doing business 
as: T&G Homecare Services, 101 Faral- 
lones Street,San Francisco, Ca. 94112. 

This business is conducted by a general 
partnership, signed George Servin. The 
registrant(s) commenced to transact busi¬ 
ness under the above listed fictitious busi¬ 
ness name or names on NA. The statement 
was filed with the City and County of San 
Francisco, Ca. on 11/23/04. 

DEC. 2,9,16,23, 2004 

STATEMENT FILE A-0280602-00 

The following person(s) are doing business 
as: HBR Records, 1146 Buchanan 
Street,San Francisco, Ca. 94115. This 
business is conducted by an individual, 
signed Ramon Sapp. The registrant(s) com¬ 
menced to transact business under the 
above listed fictitious business name or 
names on 11/01/04. The statement was 
filed with the City and County of San Fran¬ 
cisco, Ca. on 11/08/04. 

DEC. 2,9,16,23, 2004 

STATEMENT FILE A-0280969-00 

The following person(s) are doing business as: 
Gold-Diggers (Discount Clothing) 1276 Mar¬ 
ket Street,San Francisco, Ca. 94102. This 
business is conducted by an individual, signed 
Daniel Osunde. The registrant(s) commenced 
to transact business under the above listed fic¬ 
titious business name or names on NA. The 
statement was filed with the City and County 
of San Francisco, Ca. on 11/23/04. 

DEC. 2,9,16,23, 2004 

STATEMENT FILE A-0280944-00 

The following person(s) are doing business 
as: Petitt Import/Export, 950 Noe 
Street,San Francisco, Ca. 94114. This busi¬ 
ness is conducted by an individual, signed 
John LePetitt. The registrant(s) commenced 
to transact business under the above listed 
fictitious business name or names on NA. 

The statement was filed with the City and 
County of San Francisco, Ca. on 11/23/04. 
DEC. 2,9,16,23, 2004 

STATEMENT FILE A-0281235-00 

The following person(s) are doing business 
as: No Mercy Ink, 155 12th Street San 
Francisco, Ca. 94103. This business is con¬ 
ducted by an individual, signed Jason Peter¬ 
son. The registrant(s) commenced to trans¬ 
act business under the above listed fictitious ' 
business name or names on 12/06/04. The 
statement was filed with the City and Coun¬ 
ty of San Francisco, Ca. on 12/06/04. 

DEC.9,16,23,30 2004 


JOBS OFFERED 


ARE you LOOKING FOR A NEW CAREER? 
Is your current job getting you down? 

We are the largest adult retail chain in 
California and WE WANT YOU! 

Join our innovative team and work in a 
non-corporate,alternative-lifestyle-friendly 
environment. ^ * 5 * r * + • < 4 . 

Excellent pay and great benefits! * 

f P Yf 

Benefits include: 

Medical, Dental, Vision & Life » 401 (k) ■ Paid 
vacations, sick days & holidays » Commissions 
Employee Discounts 

Managers must have two years experience in 
retail management. Clerks must have one 
year 


Please fax resume to (415) 468-3519 attention Lisa. 
Please call (415) 468-5600 ext. 140 for more information. 


f or Email cf> jobs@adultsupersource.com 




Full or Part-time Positions Available 
for 

Independent Hair Stylists 
and large Facial Room for rent 

PRIME CASTRO LOCATION 

Inquire at 415.865.0559 


ARTIST NEEDED 

COMIC BOOK STYLE 

$20/H R Call 650-369-9045 


DO YOU KNOW YOU DESERVE 
MORE? 

$275K +Pod first year.8008014132 


Investors wanted for gay-owned 
restaurant/bar in the Castro. 
Call 415-584-3252. 


PHOTOGRAPHY 

RICKGERHARTERPHOTOGRAPHY 

Couples, Headshots, Events 
15 yrs experience. Dependable 
415-824-5300 rgerharter@igc.org 




Advefti^V^e^. % 

|wAREA^toRT£Rj 
. for a good time call 
David! 


Call 415.861.5019 for 
rates and Info. 

Or email 

BARadv@aol.com 



hfftftiEs 


STATEMENT FILE A-0281072-00 

The following person(s) are doing business 
as: Sunset Plumbing, 1858 45th Ave. San 
Francisco, Ca. 94122. This business is con¬ 
ducted by an individual, signed Yehuda 
Golani. The registrant(s) commenced to 
transact business under the above listed fic¬ 
titious business name or names on 03/01/95 
The statement was filed with the City and 
County of San Francisco, Ca. on 12/01/04. 
DEC.9,16,23,30 2004 

STATEMENT FILE A-0280886-00 

The following person(s) are doing business 
as: Bernal Bike, 1637 Florida Street, San 
Francisco, Ca. 94110. This business is con¬ 
ducted by an individual, signed Henry F. 
Kroyer. The registrant(s) commenced to 
transact business under tbe above listed ficti¬ 
tious business name or names on 11/20/04. 
The statement was filed with the City and 
County of San Francisco, Ca. on 11/19/04. 
DEC.16,23,30, JAN.6, 2004 

STATEMENT FILE A-0281284-00 

The following person(s) are doing business 
as: LoLo Cup,2527 San Bruno Ave., San 
Francisco, Ca. 94134. This business is con¬ 
ducted by a corporation, signed James Hin. 
The registrants) commenced to transact 
business under the above listed fictitious 
business name or names on 12/01/04. The 
statement was filed with the City and Coun¬ 
ty of San Francisco, Ca. on 12/08/04. 
DEC.16,23,30, JAN.6, 2004 

STATEMENT FILE A-0281215-00 

The following person(s) are doing business 
as: Photos By Maurice, 556 Arlington 
Street, San Francisco, Ca. 94112. This 
business is conducted by an individual, 
signed Maurice Magnant. The registrant(s) 
commenced to transact business under the 
above listed fictitious business name or 
names on 12/06/04. The statement was 
filed with the City and County of San Fran¬ 
cisco, Ca. on 12/08/04. 

DEC.16,23,30, JAN.6, 2004 

NOTICE OF APPLICATION FOR 
CHANGE IN OWNERSHIP OF AL¬ 
COHOLIC BEVERAGE LICENSE 

To whom it may concern: The Name of the 
Applicant(s) is/are: Zekis Bar Inc. The ap¬ 
plicants listed above are applying to the De¬ 
partment of Alcoholic Beverage Control at 
185 Berry Street, Suite #5600 San Fran¬ 
cisco, Ca 94107, to sell alcoholic beverages 
at: 1319 California Street, San Francisco, 
Ca 94109. Type of License applied for: 
48-ON-SALE GENERAL PUBLIC 
PREMISES 
DEC. 16, 2004 



Your opinions make a difference to us in delivering news, 
features, events, special otters and advertisements. 

To serve our readers best, we invite you totake a few 
minutes and respond to our online survery. You may 
- even win one of several prizes just for taking part. 



/ . .. 


To participate, g< 
http://go.hpolsurveys.eom/l 
for more details 
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SERVICES 


PETS? 


FREE1/2H0URCQNSULTRTI0N 
CRLLJEHNINE 
4158G1-5381 isfi 


Landscape Design 
& Construction 

GAY OWNED AND OPERATED. 
TWELVEYEARS EXPERIENCE 
CREATING BEAUTIFUL RESIDENTIAL 
AND COMMERCIAL GARDENS. SPECIAL¬ 
IZING IN LOW-MAINTENANCE PLANTI¬ 
NGS AUTOMATIC IRRIGATION SYSTEMS, 
DECKS, HOTTUBS & FENCES. OUT¬ 
STANDING REFERENCES. 

PLEASE CALL JIM LINK, MLA.LIC 
#731605 

@ (415) 282-0288 


1MJ 


CRAWFORD 

LOCK SIRViCf 

25 Years Experience • Est. 1986 


"The One To Pick" 


RockCrmvtord RESIDENTIAL • COMMERCIAL • AUTO A 

mSSSmam 415-621-0215 4* 

CERTIFIED PRIMUS ONE CENTER »* 

CA Contr. Lie. # 554283 • CA Locksmith Lie. # LC02128 •JSSZm 


UPHOLSTERY 
& DRAPERY 

SERVING SF FOR OVER 20 YEARS 

TRICKEY STUDIO 

VOTED "BEST UPHOLSTERER" 2002 

415 864-6516 


Plumbing Services 

•Competitive Rates 

• Commercial & 

Residential 

• Water & Sewer Problem 

• Kitchen, Bathroom „ 

Addition Plumbing V 

Guaranteed Quality Work 
Sak lie # 415.225.4960 

821398 plumbman.com 



Landscape Design 
& Construction 

GAY OWNED AND OPERATED. 
TWELVE YEARS EXPERIENCE 
CREATING BEAUTIFUL RESIDENTIAL AND 
COMMERCIAL GARDENS. SPECIALIZING IN 
LOW-MAINTENANCE PLANTINGS AUTO¬ 
MATIC IRRIGATION SYSTEMS, DECKS. HOT 
TUBS & FENCES. OUTSTANDING REFER¬ 
ENCES. 

PLEASE CALL JIM LINK, MLA.LIC 
#731605 

@ (415) 282-0288 


Gourmet Vegetarian Cuisine Deliv¬ 
ered to your doorstep For monthly 
menu, CALL: JANE • 826-2133 
www.pealcuisine.com 

E52 

GIFT Q DANCE 

Certificates for donating- QDance 
by Q Folk! $35- 4 week class, 

$65- couple, $20- adtl. Series: 
Incl. 1/2 off 3 parties! 
QueerBallroom.com 305-8242 

_E52 

FLOWER 

ARRANGER 

Many yrs freelance bars, parties 
restaurants. Back room work florist 
shop? Call Dave Fairall 

415-776-1939 BEFORE 5PM 

_E1B 

Quality interior painging $8 Hr 
Attention to detail. 835-4735. 

_E53 

Christopher's House Cleaning 
8 yrs exp. Free Est. 370-4341 

_E53 

Tree Pruning $15 Hr. I haul it away. 
835-4735. 

E53 

RESOLUTION TO DANCE 

4Fun/Health. Donation certifi¬ 
cates $35- 4 week class; $65- 
couple, $20- adtl. Series: Incl 1/2 
off 3 parties! QueerBallroom.com 
415-305-8242. 


Great Scott 
Cleaning 

Professional cleaning 
at an affordable price 

Weekly or Bi-weekly 

550-SCOT(7268) 

I bring my own supplies and equipment 


Creations LcmdKapma 


DECKS WATER FEATURES 

FENCES made of either 

RETAINING WALLS (Stainless Steel 
IRRIGATION or Rock)Water 

Phone:(650)557-1543 p’onds, etc 

Cell. :(415)310-4857 indoor&Outl 


AN AFFORDABLE & PROFESSIONAL 
Solution to your cleaning needs! 

WIZARD CLEAN 
TEAM 

Reliable* Detailed* Excellent References 

A COMPLETE CLEANING 
SERVICE 

Call the Wizard @ 

415-487-0114 

E52 

BEST CLEAN 
$40 WKLY 

or bi-weekly. Once $55. Flat rate, 
not hourly, whole house clean. 

In B.A.R. ten years, 10,000 jobs 
done. Try the hourly & other services, 
then call me, 

420-2926. 

Guaranteed 

_§50 

PRUNEYOUR 
TREES 

Expert in pruning of all varieties of 
trees and more. 

Please call: 334-3334 

£50 

Artist to care for your precious be¬ 
longings* Housecleaning • errands• 
gardening $20Hr. 

Wasil 415-239-1430. 

_£50 

GREAT HAIRCUT 

From a stylist who understands 
your styling needs & will make 
you look your absolute best! 

CUTS AND COLOR FOR 
MEN AND WOMEN 

Conv. Un. Sq. loc. • for appt. call, 
415-392-2441, ask for Ernesto @ 
"The Salon On The Square" 


UPKEEP 


Thomas Starr Stevens 


DESIGNER/CRAFTSMAN 

♦ 

CUSTOM CABINETRY & TILEWORK 
INTERIOR REMODELING 

415 - 641 - 4141 


THE ELECTRICIAN 

Victorian Specialist 
Track Lighting 
Internal & External 
Motion Detectors 
Down Lights 
Low Voltage Systems 
Heating/Air Conditioning 
Hydroponics Servicing 

Lic#394787 • Bonded & Insured 

(415) 252-8574 

Serving our Community with pride and respect 


Painting Solution Co. 


415 - 509-7921 

Exterior/Interior 
High Quality 

Free Estimates 
Lie. #798506 

“Make the right choice.” 



comm 

pmiNQCO. 

* Commercial/Residential 

* Interior/Exterior 


Winter Special 
10% Off Interiors 


• Quality Craftsmanship 

• Over 20 Yrs. Experience 



(415) 861-7167 

Call for Free Estimate 

Gensteve@pacbell.net 

CA Lie. #786219 


NORTH CAL 
I ROOFINGR 

I QUALITY ROOFIHE SINCE 18811 


Roofs of all types 

• Featuring 
Modified 

• Single Ply 
Roofing For 
All Flat Roofs 

• Gutters 

• Skylights 

• Siding 

• Steep Shingle 
Work A Specialty 

• Cedar Sidewall 
Shingles 

Insured a & H> State Lie# 757164 

John Bailey 
Owner. Operator 

FREE ESTIMATES 

333-3701 


SHEILA’S REPAIRS 


415 . 584.5669 

Carpentry • Plumbing • Dry Rot 
Retrofit • Foundation Bolts 
Painting • Drywall 
Doors & Windows 


Thomas Starr Stevens 


DESIGNER/CRAFTSMAN 

♦ 

CUSTOM CABINETRY & TILEWORK 
INTERIOR REMODELING 

415 - 641 - 4141 


Drywall/Plaster - highest quality 
new/repair/patch. Artistic detail, 
textures. $28hr. 20+yrs. 

995-4782 

E! 

HANDYMAN JAMIE 

415-425-3692 Dependable Quality 
Carpentry • Electrical • Plumbing e 

Carpentry/Electrical 
Plumbing Jobs. Lie. Call 

WREN *621-1379 


.TOP 



TOM SKIDMORE 415-279-2853 
• HANDIWORK • REPAIRS 
• SMALL PROJECTS • SMALL REMODELS 

REASONABLE RATES EXCELLENT REFERENCES 


Brookline 

Aries 

We 
Like 


I W 

k 


Electric 

Old Houses 


CONDO CONVERSIONS 


(415) 239-5393 


Victorian, Edwardian, Queen Anne 
Neat & concealed upgrades 
Code corrections for a safe house 
Old knob & Tube wiring 
Insured, no claims in 15 years 
Good Service Guidebook approved 
Japeters@pacbell.net 33 years service 
121 Santa Rosa Ave S.F. 



BAY 

ELECTRIC 

r*PH (41 
= Free 

15 ) 563-5645 n 
estimates! J_ 

Old Houses • Condo Conversions 
New Panels • Service Calls 
Kitchen and Bath Remodels 

CA Lie # 810652 • Bonded & Insured 


Pelliccioni Interior 
Painting 


• Competitive Pricing 

• Free Estimates 

• Satisfaction 
Guaranteed 

pi-painting@sbcglobal.net 

415.577.1692 

lie# 38107 



GREAT PRICES, 
CLEAN, FAST 

415 . 370.4849 

J JPPCOMPANYeAOL.COM 


CARPENTRY 

ALL PHASES • DRY ROT 

( 415 ) 621-1379 

Wren 


■ ■ ■ ■■■■■■ 

■carpentry; 

ummuuuKum 

■ Specializing in 

i Kitchens 

i & Baths 

Interior n 

■ Remodeling m 

Crown & ■ 

Custom Trim ■ 

1 Windows & Doors m 

I ■ 

■ Impeccable References ^ 

■ 1-415-505-2427 ■ 


PHILLIP JAMES 


•HOME REMODELING* 

• CARPENTRY • ELECTRICAL • 

> PLUMBING • FINE FINISHWORK < 

415 - 374-8983 

CA Lie# 778285 


m lux 


Painting & Decorating 

Interior & Exterior 
Wallpapering 
Trained Colorist 


High Quality Workmanship/Great Prices 

EURO 

Painting & Restoration 

Residential Commercial Interior Exterior 

(415)519-7377 

www.eurorestorating.com 
Fully Banded Insured State Lie. # 792783 


JUST HAUL IT I 
JUST PAINT IT I 
JUST PLUMB IT I 
JUST SHOCK IT I 


JUST FIX IT ! 

- AN ALL PURPOSE HANDYMAN SERVICE - 

JIM ~ (415) 864 - 6850 
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HAUL1NJL 


CAREFUL, EXP., FRIENDLY. 2-3 MEN 
16' ENCLOSED, WELL-EQUIPPED TRUCK 
REAS. RATES • APTS, HOMES, OFCS. 

★ B.A.R. ADVERTISER SINCE 1991 




Trash, Garage, Junk, Debris, Carpet 
Removal, Padding, Nail Strips, Appliances, 
Large Truck, Furniture Rearranging 
Serving the Gay Community 

Lou Hauler (415) 225-4637 


*/nsrMJun*„ 

—-415 665-0800 — 


FRIENDLY, SAME-DAY SERVICE 
David Singer-Owner 
www.FastHaul.com 


ATOM’S MOVINGi 

Short Notice Welcome 
Fast Friendly Service 
Small or Large Jobs 
Loading and Unloading of Rental Trucks 


Call: 415.240.6397 


2 men Lg clean truck. Cheap, 24 hrs 
Free est. Louis 902-3229 

___ £51 

Hauling, etc, 441-1054. Large Truck! 
Remove carpet, appl., sofas, cement 


MOVERS 


PatRyan 
Moving & 
Storage 

Call for a free estimate 

415-871-8196 

• NO EXTRA CHARGE 
EVENINGS & WEEKENDS 

• Free use of wardrobe 

BOXES 

• Excellent references 

• Frequent trips to 
Palm Springs 

’ Licensed & Insured 

Cal T *189509 



SJ* o 3P* • Blanket wrapped 

•Hauling in general 
•Local & long distance 
"Careful & Dependable 

650557-1543 
415 310-4857 


<4 Advert^e m ^e ^ % 

PayAreaRepor'ier, 

for a good time cal) 
Elsa* '' ag 

L% A 

Call 415.861.5019 for 
rates and info. 

Or email 

BARadv@aoi.com 




MOVING 

SPECIALIST 

GAY OPERATED 
FOR 25 YEARS 


[~PAi 


FREE ESTIMATES 


PACKING*MOVING* STORAGE 


m\ 


415 - 821-4755 

WWW»JACKTRUX*COM 


muoEs 

WWW.GAYKINGDOM.COM 

E52 

“BOUND BUT NOT 
GAGGED” 

is the name of Mister Marcus's new 
book coming in Spring 2005. It has 
ALL the facts, figures, anecdotes and 
YES...dirt on the worldwide leather 
community. Tons of photos too! 

Don't miss it! 


BmAreaR 


REA REPORTER 


Indicate 
Type Style 
Here T 


DEADLINE 


NOON on MONDAY. 

Payment must accompany ad. 
No ads taken over the 
telephone. If you have a 
question, call 415.861.5019. 
Display advertising rates 
available upon request. 


RATES 


First line, Regular 4.50 

All subsequent lines 3.00 

CAPS double price 

BOLD double price 

X-BOLD triple price 


lElfcflo RT 


MACINTOSH 

HELP 

* Prompt 

* Thorough 

* 12 Years Exp 

_1JL. 

Rick 415.821.1792 | 


Affordable house calls for 
your PC needs by exp’d pro. 
Recorded info: (415) 820-3251 
web: www.jzk.info 
Cell: (415)431-6766 


remain.com 


Troubleshooting, installation. Tutoring. 
Well fix your computer - PC or Mac - 
at your home or office a 
throughout the Bay Area. /“f-X 


415-552-7909 'O' 
www.sf-remain.com 


COUNSELING 


_ i 

PSYCHOTHERAPY 

Individuals & Couples Work 
Openings in Gay Mens Groups 

DC 

DAVE 

COOPERBERG 

Work with others to grow beyond self-limiting atti¬ 
tudes, feelings and behaviors. An indepth, dy¬ 
namic, long-term group. 

IIC# MFTI2549 

ban rrancisco. weanesaays ai /:oupm 

(415) 431 -3220 Limited to 8 members 

davecooperberg@yahoo.com Servlng the Bay Area Since 1973 


PC HELP/INSTRUCTIONS 

All Windows, MS Office, DSL & Fax, 
Email. Zack 292-7243 7 days. 

_ _£52 

TECHNO COMMANDO 

Mobile Computer Repair, 

Networking, and Service 
415-606-5246 technocommando.com 


HTTP://WWW 

I DO 

GAYMARRIAGENOW.NET 

Merchandise - Wedding Advice 
Weekly Updates. 

PRUDENTIAL 
REALTY WEST 

Gay Owned/Operated 

RUSSIAN RIVER 

http://prudentialsonoma.com ^ 

Good dish on any one int the leather 
community? HatchetQ@aol.com e 

WANT TO STAY 
ON TOP 

of leather events around the world? 
Click regularly on www. Leather Page, 
com weekly. Stay informed. Stay on 
top. Stay in the loop! Do it now! 



Cynthia Berman, Ph.D. 

Psychologist #PSY14305 
Guemevilk, Ca. 

707-869-0160 
cBermanl6330@comcast.net 
Relationships , Depression, 
Anxiety, Chemical Dependency 


How you adjust to times of change 
impacts the future you create. 

Healing Heart Counseling 

• Death of a loved one 

• Illness or health issues 

• Relationship change or ending 

• Lifestyle /Self-identity 

• Career / Home transitions 

• Serving adults and children 

• Central SF & Marin /Affordable 

Ken Goodman, Lie. MFT 
ft MFT 36868 (415) 487-4313 


INSTRUCTION 


Do you really want J 
to enjoy your next 
trip to France? 

• Learn the basics 

• Refresh your French 

• Advanced levels 


ll 

l 

mi 


individuals/Group Classes 

Call Chantal CP 
510.375.2258 1 

chan talgw@AOL.com 



n 




IpKWTI 


• All Levels • Individual Classes • 


MARC GADELIN 

Certified Teacher (415) 441-2062 


/ 


Brief, ^ 
solution- \ 
focused % 
therapy and 
coaching 
for individuals 
and couples 


Dr. Eric Nicely 

Psychologist (PSY18892) 

(415) 955-1975 
www.drnicely.com 

Visit Website for Free Information 


THE GAY, LESBIAN, BISEXUAL, 
TRANSGENDER PSYCHOTHERAPIST 
ASSOCIATION OF THE BAY AREA 


i notHXO# corporation 

PSYCHOTHERAPIST 
REFERRAL SERVICE 

888.869.4993 

CALL TOLL FREE 24 HOURS A DAY 

Free confidential referrals made to 
qualified therapists throughout the 
Bay Area who understand issues of 
concern to our community. 
CALIFORNIA’S OLDEST G/L/B/T 
THERAPIST ASSOCIATION. 

Paid for by over 120 participating 
licensed therapists. Insurance 
referrals available. 

wwwgaylesta.org 


OVER 60? 

Join a Gay Men's Group in SF for ex¬ 
ploration and healing with fellow el¬ 
ders of the gay tribe. For Info: A. Chi- 
nen, MD. (415) 564-3337. 
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I wish 
everyone 
understood 
how syphilis 
also spreads 


I wish 
meth users 
would get 
tested for 
syphilis 
every 
3 months. 


I wish 
everyone 
would just 
go away. 


I wish ^ 
HIV positive 
guys knew 
that syphilis 
increases 
viral load. . 


GET TESTED FOR SYPHILIS fH 

www. .org 415.487.5580 


iN Francisco Department of Public Health STD Prevention & Control Services Design: Better World Advertising {www.socialmarketing.com} 

























































Doing her bit for beautiful freakdom I Howard’s end 

Pam Tent’s ‘Midnight at the Palace: My L. DiCaprio as H. Hughes 

Life as a Fabulous Cockette’ reviewed. in Scorsese’s ‘The Aviator.’ 

page 31 | page 29 



20th-century eye 

‘Twentieth Century Fox: 
Inside the Photo Archive.’ 

page 30 
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jffll Garcia Bernal stars in Pedro Almodovifr’s latest masterpiece 

by David Lamble 






Mm M'fejS maga^^..\nr}'ike-nighl talk shows 
B iuf.i guide, this slight* boyish man with 

BBBJpiciYing green eves and a smile that may 
r'utdo^vdroearbon gasses in heating up the plan¬ 
et. B<$n to actor parents in the sprawling city of 
fipmalaiaraless than 200 miles from Mexico’s Pa¬ 
nne coast, Gael Garcia Bernal met his best friend 
when both were infants. Years later, a torrid bout of 
same-sex kissing between the two would punctu¬ 
ate a film elevating both young men to interna¬ 
tional star status. He snagged the role of the star's 


sidekick m a TV soap at age 12, and has complet¬ 
ed close to 20 feature films, yet he claims not to 
have taken acting all that seriously until his late 
teens, when he got a chance to train at a prestigious 
London drama school. 

Barely five daws past his 26th birthday, on an ex 
hausting press junket flogging two great films at 
once, Gael Garcia Bernal is wolfing down a mid¬ 
day snack when this reporter has the nerve to ask 
him iust what he's got against the Catholic Church. 
A young man who is never at a loss for words — in 
four languages, no less — Bernal neatly turns the 


question into an autopsy of our recent election. Al¬ 
luding to the director of his breakout hit film, Y Tu 
Mama Tatnbiai, he explains how many people 
misunderstand his country 

“As Alfonso Cuaron calls it, Mexico might be 
considered a conservative country. 1 don’t think it 
is. I mean, the people, we are not conservative, but 
the institutions might be conservative. In the Unit¬ 
ed States, they're not conservative, they're Puritan, 
the institutions and the corporations are com¬ 
pletely Puritan. The elections were won by ‘funda- 
page 36 ► 


Child star of the Golden Age 



Margaret O'Brien remembers the old days 


by Tavo Amador 


J udy Garland and Elizabeth Taylor played her 
older sisters. She met Joan Fontaine’s Jane Eyre 
and Orson Welles’ Mr. Rochester. In 1944-45, she 
was one of Hollywood’s top 10 box-office stars. 
On Friday, December 17, Margaret O’Brien will appear 
at the Castro Theatre for Marc Huestis’ A Judy Garland 
Christmas and a special showing of Meet Me in St. Louis 
(’44). 

During a recent telephone conversation, O’Brien (b. 
’37) explained, “I started as a child model, accidental¬ 
ly. A photographer for The Saturday Evening Post want¬ 
ed my dog on the cover, and used me as well.” Show 
business was in her blood, however. Her mother was a 
Spanish dancer. “She and my aunt worked with Eduar¬ 
do Cansino. His daughter, Margarita, became Rita Hay¬ 
worth.” 

She had a bit in the Garland-Mickey Rooney vehicle 
Babes on Broadway (’41). MGM wanted a child for 
Journey for Margaret (’42), about the London blitz. An 
executive spotted the Post cover, and she tested. Blessed 
with a photographic memory and coached by her 


mother, she got the lead, and changed her first name 
from Maxine to Margaret. The film was a hit, and the 
studio rushed her into several more movies, mostly 
programmers, but in ’44, she was in three successes: 
Jane Eyre, The Canterville Ghost with Charles Laughton, 
and St. Louis, directed by Vincente Minnelli, in which 
O’Brien acts with astonishing naturalness. 

Mr. Minnelli “didn’t tell me my dog had died, to get 
me to cry,” she says, even though that’s what he wrote 
in his memoirs, I Remember It Well. “My mother 
wouldn’t have allowed it, nor would Judy [Garland].” 

O’Brien and the much older June Allyson had a 
friendly rivalry about who was best at crying on cue. 
“Mother took me aside and said, ‘I’d better ask the 
makeup man to put some tears on you. You know, June 
is such a fine actress, she’d cry right away.’ Well, that 
was all I needed to hear. When we resumed filming, I 
cried immediately.” 

Star behavior 

Working with Garland was “wonderful. She was the 
nicest person. Very protective. When we had our duet, 
I was nervous — I could dance, but not sing. She 
page 33 ► 
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Maurice Sendak's 


Back by popular demand 

The Kinsey Sicks: 

Oy Vey 
In A Manger 

November 24 - December 31 




Really Rosie 


The Timeless Kids' Classic! 


■Others 

beyond the first Idss 


November 13-December 30 


by Tom W. Kelly 
directed by Alan S. Qtiisniorio 


Book & Lyrics by Maurice Sendak 
Music by Carole King 


\Perfect for 
LC3BT families 
ind their kids! 


Held over to January 2! 


Special Holiday Matinees 


Special New Year’s Eve 
Performances! 


637 CEDAR @ 2ND STREET, BERKELEY 


Features one of 8 . A.R.’s long time drivers/delivery 99 

DIANE AMARAL and her partner, SHEY SMITH 

ShinoWare • Copper Red's & Purples 
Plus new "peach" designed oval servers. 


ENDS 


DEC. 24 
10AM-6PM 


The Golden Gate Men’s Chorus Presents 


A Holiday Celebration in Voice 

Joseph Jennings, Director 

Tuesday, December 7 - 8:00 PM * 

Priday, December 10 - 8:00 PM 
Sunday, December 12-5:30 PM 
Thursday, December 16-8:00 PM 

St. Matthew’s Lutheran Church 
3281 16th St. @ Dolores, SF g 

Admission: $20 (student discount avail, at door) 

Tickets & info at www.ggmc.org, A Different Light 
Bookstore, or at the door. 


by Roberto Friedman 

esbians are apparently 

learning how to do the old 

Hollywood Shuffle, just like 
the old-boy moguls have been 
doing it for ages. Daytime TV’s 
most beloved lesbian, Ellen De- 
Generes, who survived a long¬ 
time relationship with and high- 
profile break-up from the mercu¬ 
rial movie star Anne Heche, has 
gone and tossed her girlfriend of 
four years’ standing, photograph¬ 
er-director Alexandra Hedison, 
overboard, and proceeded to 
“shack up” [Page Six] with glam 
TV actress Portia de Rossi. 

De Rossi herself is fresh from 
dumping her own longtime girl¬ 
friend, Francesca Gregorini, 
who also happens to be the step¬ 
daughter of geriatric drummer 
Ringo Starr. Six lesbian degrees 
ofYoko Ono! 

Sometimes all of life can play 
out like a peep show. Last week¬ 
end’s SF run of Canadian ex¬ 
perimental filmmaker Guy 
M add in’s Cowards Bend 
the Knee (’03) brought 
Out There out olde 
Haight way, to the Red 
Vic Movie House. Cow¬ 
ards played a shorts bill 
with The Phantom Mu- 
seum by The Brothers 
Quay (’03), a close 
encounter with the 
collection of creepy 
medical curiosities 
compiled by one Sir Henry Well¬ 
come. 

Earlier this year, we’d treated 
ourselves to repeat viewings of 
bigger-budget Maddin The Sad¬ 
dest Music in the World (’04) and 
the frozen popsicle of Careful 
(’93), so we were mad for more 
Maddin. Cowards, adapted from a 
10-part peep-show installation, 
finds him back working in short 
format. The auteur is the son of a 
hockey announcer and a beauti¬ 
cian, which maybe explains a lot, 
because pucks and sticks count for 
a lot in this flick. 

That leaves three more Maddin 
shorts currently available in DVD 


The Eugene Onegin waltz under The Phantom of the Opera chandelier? 


THE 


NEW CONSERVATORY 
THEATRE CENTER 




Winter Subscription Special: 

See 3 Shows for $60! Call for more details. 

25 Van Ness Avenue • San Francisco • £4*153 861-8972 
| ^ p^l _ M visit us online at www.nctcsf.org 


left for us to see: Sombra Dolorosa, 
A Trip to the Ophanage, and Sissy 
Boy Slap Party — “as if Kenneth 
Anger’s homoerotic Fireworks 
had been made for The Three 
Stooges” [Village Voice]. 

The Chronicle Explains 
It All for You: From the 
SF daily’s review of gay 
Spanish comedy Bear 
Cub: “Pedro happens 
to be gay, HIV-posi¬ 
tive, and part of a sub¬ 
culture of gay men who 
call themselves bears be¬ 
cause they let their body 
hair grow au natur¬ 
al and aren’t ob¬ 
sessed with dieting 
or keeping toned.” 
Oh, that’s what that’s all about. 
Wait, wasn’t there something 
about being lazy, too, or is that just 
a subset of a subculture? Calling 
Dear Chronic Support Lady! 

0! Onegin 

Last Thursday night’s perfor¬ 
mance of the San Francisco 
Opera’s Eugene Onegin was that 
rare, delicious experience called 
an auspicious debut, as baritone 
Lucas Meacham, a current Adler 
Fellow with SF Opera, sang the 
title role with confidence and 
aplomb. He replaced Russell 
Braun, who is recovering from a 
back injury, maybe from tripping 
over the hundreds of pairs of 
shoes in Tatyana’s boudoir in this 
production’s manic final scene. 

Meacham, a 2003 Merola Pro¬ 
gram graduate, made his SF 
Opera debut last season as the 
Third Student from Wittenberg in 
Doktor Faust, and appeared earli¬ 
er this season as Novice’s 
Friend/Sailor in Billy Budd. He 
dispatched Onegin with verve and 
bravado, to well-deserved bravos. 
Also, Out There thought his outfit 
was muy fetching, right down to 
the glove-leather boots. 

As you’ve already read in these 
pages, Elena Prokina as Tatyana, 
Allyson McHardy as Olga, and 
Piotr Beczala as Lensky were no 
slouches. Either they were all stun¬ 
ning, or Out There was stunned to 
begin with. But we were most im¬ 
pressed by Meacham’s debut. If 
only the dashing young Onegin 
weren’t such a cad. Well, maybe he 
can’t help it, can he? Oops sorry, 
for a minute there, we thought we 
were in therapy. 

Steamy weather 

We’re just asking: Why would 
the Kinsey Sicks’ Rachel want to 
plug her show in a daily gossip 
column by trumpeting about how 
many sexually-transmitted dis¬ 
eases she’s contracted? And who is 
the glamorous “fellow celebrity 


guest” on KRON who was trying 
to one-up her in the STD sweep- 
stakes? 

What would former exec, di¬ 
rector of the Gay and Lesbian 
Medical Association Ben Schatz 
think of the whole competition? 


Rachel, no stranger to STD row? 

We’re just asking, too: Why is a 
“celebrities” column for a local, 
free, wire-service-filled daily, 
made up of all sorts of boldface 
p.r. piffle from the previous day’s 
Internets, entitled, “Scoops?” Isn’t 
a scoop what they had the day be¬ 
fore, on the Internets? Yesterday: 
feels so far away. 

On the other hand, sometimes 
rehashing the tabs can be down¬ 
right salutary. Last week, the NY 
Daily News’ “Lowdown” column 
was all atwitter about rampant 
man-on-man action going on at 
NYC’s Reebok Sports Club/NY. 
Seems there have been com¬ 
plaints about sexual activity in 
the men’s showers, Jacuzzi, sauna 
and steamroom. Management 
seems to have taken a full head- 
count. 

Sports Club Company presi¬ 
dent Phil Swain told the News he 
had to deploy undercover (and 
undertowel!) security personnel 
in the steamy wet basement 
downstairs from the men’s lock¬ 
ers. “We’ve put undercover people 
in the wet areas, kind of like a 
sting operation.” We love it when 
he talks dirty! “And, frankly, a cou¬ 
ple of people have been caught, 
and their memberships have been 
terminated.” Ouch! 

Health-club members have 
complained about “a variety of 
seamy incidents in recent weeks 
involving ‘guys getting it on with 
guys.’” Wait, isn’t that the name of 
a personals column? 

“On Sunday, one club member 
said, two men sitting together in 
the Jacuzzi ‘leered at’ a famous 
television personality as he 
page 41 ► 


The Berkeley Potter’s Studio 

HOLIDAY SHOW 


The more things change 

Ellen, Portia change lesbians & dance 
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Leading the band in a new ‘Nutcracker’ 


San Francisco Ballet music director Andrew Mogrelia in the pit 


by Stephanie von Buchau 


f the San Francisco Ballet had¬ 
n’t been so strong in artistic 
; talent and administrative 
smarts 14 years into its current 
run under Helgi Tomasson’s lead¬ 
ership, it is conceivable that the 
unexpected death of longtime 
music director Denis de Coteau in 
1999 could have marred all that 
Tomasson had accomplished since 
taking over the troubled company 
in 1985. 

Under Michael Smuin, de 
Coteau was able to keep his or¬ 
chestra in fine tune, but not to ex¬ 
ercise much control over musical 
taste. Under Tomasson, he had a 
like-minded partner in the search 
for musical excellence, something 
one rarely encounters in a ballet 
company. For nearly five years 
after de Coteau resigned because 


of poor heath, SFB experimented 
with a number of conductors. 
This is a long time to go without a 
musical anchor, but Tomasson 
told me on more than one occa¬ 
sion that he was prepared to wait 
for the right person. 

The right person was Andrew 
Mogrelia, an Anglo-Indian born 
in Wales who guested with SFB 
during the 2003 repertory season, 
before being named music direc¬ 
tor in May of last year. Mogrelia 
— the name is Parsi, not Italian — 
is soft-spoken, even a little shy 
until you get onto his favorite sub¬ 
ject, music. He came to SFB with a 
strong dance background, having 
conducted at English National 
Ballet, Dutch National Ballet, 
Birmingham Royal Ballet and var¬ 
ious Australian dance companies. 
He also led the CD performance 
of Delibes’ Sylvia (on Naxos) be¬ 
fore conducting the spectacular 


Bell well-rung 


by Philip Campbell 


et’s face facts. There just 
aren’t that many hotties in 
classical music. And if any¬ 
one tries to tell you that sex does¬ 
n’t sell, even in that exalted arena, 
they haven’t been following trends 
in advertising. 

Thankfully, talent and tech¬ 
nique still seem to be the most al¬ 
luring traits for a serious young 
musician, but for every Deborah 
Voigt or Yo-Yo Ma, there are the 
Opera Babes and Ofra Harnoy. 

When ability and looks inter¬ 
sect, however, who can blame a 
gifted artist if they quickly attract 
a cult following? Baritone Nathan 
Gunn left them panting at the San 
Francisco Opera recently when he 
unleashed his gleaming voice and 
bared his pumped-up chest. Vio¬ 
linist Anne-Sophie Mutter regu¬ 
larly displays her impressive cleav¬ 
age in strapless evening gowns, 
but she also plays Beethoven like 
some goddess incarnation of 
Jascha Heifitz. 

Ever since his San Francisco 
Symphony debut in 1991, young 
violinist Joshua Bell has earned 
praise from critics and subscribers 
alike while also assuring sold-out 
houses with an ever-growing 
number of groupies. His whole¬ 
some Midwestern physique and 
sensitive features add irresistibly 
to his stage presence. Gratefully, 
like Gunn and Mutter, he can also 
deliver the goods. 

Teaming with another regular 
guest artist, conductor Roberto 
Abbado, at Davies Hall last week, 
Bell offered a highly individual in¬ 
terpretation of the great 
Tchaikovsky Violin Concerto in D 
Major. 

Interpretation might be too 
strong a word, for he really rushed 
the outer movements off their feet 
with a dazzling display of person¬ 
al agility. To his credit, there was 
nary a missed or wrong note, but 
the sheer quickness of the perfor¬ 
mance robbed it of any sense of 
personality. 

Only in the appealing slow 
movement did Bell show any real 
depth of emotion. It hardly mat¬ 
tered to the enthusiastic crowd. 
They were champing at the bit to 
give their hero a standing ovation. 
It almost happened after the first 
movement, when the ferocious 



Stage presence, goods delivered. 


applause seemed to indicate that 
many in the crowd thought the 
piece was already over. 

There is little point in express¬ 
ing disappointment at the overall 
effect of the rendition. It was a 
young man’s vision, all flash and 
testosterone. Bell has shown his 
understanding and tender emo¬ 
tions in the past with a wonderful¬ 
ly memorable Samuel Barber Vio¬ 
lin Concerto. We know he can dig 
deeper, but if he wanted to show 
off a little this time, what the heck? 

Bell’s reception and power¬ 
house performance might have 
daunted maestro Abbado, but he 
certainly betrayed no fear. His 
opening selection, Busoni’s grave 
and meditative “Berceuse Ele- 
giaque,” proved an offbeat, stately 
introduction that couldn’t have 
contrasted better with the Con¬ 
certo. 

After intermission, Abbado 
flexed his own muscles with 
French composer Pascal Dusapin’s 
brief and rather overpowering 
“Extenso.” The Tchaikovsky fans 
were dismayed, but SFS audiences 
are a game lot, and they respond¬ 
ed politely. I thought it was excit¬ 
ing and very well-played, sort of 
an ornery take on John Adams’ 
“Short Ride in a Fast Machine.” 

The evening ended with a glit¬ 
tering account of the Suite No. 2 
from Ravel’s Daphnis et Chloe. 
The intelligent conductor kept the 
orchestra on a tight leash, but he 
didn’t stint on the vivid Techni¬ 
color aspects of the sensuous 
score, and the effect was thrilling. 
As a point of interest: Abbado is 
pretty easy on the eyes, too. T 



Artistic serendipity at the helm. 


Mark Morris production of that 
ballet here this spring. 

Sylvia was wonderfully con¬ 
ducted, but I was already sold on 
Mogrelia after his Nutcracker per¬ 
formances last Christmas. 
Tchaikovsky, in case you don’t re¬ 
member, was Denis de Coteau’s 
strong suit. Part of the reason that 
Tomasson’s productions of the 
two supreme Tchaikovsky ballets 

— Swan Lake and Sleeping Beauty 

— were so successful is because de 
Coteau and his orchestra could 
play them with the grandeur and 
magic those fabulous scores re¬ 
quire. Created in 1975 by de 
Coteau as the Performing Arts Or¬ 
chestra, the now-49-member San 
Francisco Ballet Orchestra is one 
of the premiere pit bands in world 


dance. 

De Coteau’s Nutcracker was 
equally splendid. None of the in¬ 
tervening conductors, each of 
whom had his or her own virtues, 
could get anywhere near that level 
of majesty. Yet in Mogrelia’s Nut¬ 
cracker, we could revel in the 
thrilling rising of the tree, the pas¬ 
sionate snow scene, the colorful 
character dances, the sweeping 
“Waltz of the Flowers” and the 
purely classical grand pas de deux. 
So it is artistic serendipity that 


Mogrelia will be at the helm of 
SFB’s glamorous new Nutcracker 
production, debuting on Decem¬ 
ber 17. 

Musical history 

The Mogrelia family moved 
“all over the center of England” 
when he was a child. Though his 
parents weren’t particularly musi¬ 
cal, Andrew asked for and got a 
piano at age nine. “It was like 
being shot out of a cannon. I knew 
page 39 ► 



THEATRE RHINOCEROS 

2926 16^ St at BART. / Mission • San Francisco 

Box Office: 415.861.5079 • www.TheRhino.org 



I 


Golden Gale Performing Ai ls. Inc. and La Grema Winery present 

litli iniwal SAX ,;RANCISC ' 0 gav men ’ s mm 


for the Holidays 

Castro Theatre - 429 (’astro Street 


Featuring: 
30th anniversary 
performance of 
John Rutter's Gloria, 
re-voiced for SFGMC 


Songs for Hanukkah, 
Winter Solstice, 
and Kwanzaa 


Early Concert in Two Acts! 

Thursday, December 16,2004 - 7:00 p.m. 

With SFGMC's Lollipop Guild and vocal Minority 
and Special Guests: "Bell Appeal," the bell choir from 
Bethany United Methodist Church 


General Admission: $20 


A Castro Tradition for 15 

Friday, December 24,2004 - 
5:00 p.m., 7:00 p.m., and 9:00 p.m. 
with the Lesbian/Gay Chorus of San Francisco at 9:00 p.m 

General Admission: $15 

$20 after Dec. 23 


flSHiHC 

SAN FRANCISCO 


Call: 415 865-3650 
Online: www.sfgmc.org 
or Send check payment to: 

San Francisco Gay Men's Chorus 

405318 th Street 

San Francisco CA 94114 


LA CRJEMA AmericanAiriines* 

''W J 

Pfrd FetfrxKinko's. 
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Fools rush in 

'Once Upon a Mattress' 


by Richard Dodds 

ea DeLaria has taken a Carol 
Burnett role and turned it 
into a Martha Raye role. 
There’s a considerable difference 
between a vulnerable human hid¬ 
ing in a clown’s persona and an 
anything-for-a-laugh clown who 
skimps on the human part. 

DeLaria is starring in Once 
Upon a Mattress for 42nd Street 
Moon, returning the multifac¬ 
eted performer to the city where 
she got her start 25 years ago as 
a stand-up on the budding les¬ 
bian and gay comedy scene. In 
recent years, DeLaria has found 
mainstream success on the New 
York stage, most notably in the 
Nancy Walker role in the revival 
of On the Town. It’s a treat to 
have her back in SF in a book 
musical. 

But her performance as Win- 
niffed the Woebegone, a bumpkin 
storybook princess from a 
swampy kingdom, is mostly a col¬ 
lection of physical shtick and 
heavy-duty mugging, with a few 
ad-libs (genuine and otherwise) 
thrown in. All this can draw 
laughter, but it doesn’t have much 
heart. Once Upon a Mattress is a 
musical that needs at least a little 
heart mixed in with its foolish¬ 
ness. 

On the musical front, DeLaria 
shows off a Merman-like voice as 
she tears into such novelty songs 
as “Shy” and “The Swamps of 


Home,” before going nightclub in 
a pull-out-the-stops rendition of 
the torchy “Happily Ever After.” 
The other songs in the Mary 
Rodgers-Marshall Barer score, 
spread out among the other char¬ 
acters, don’t make much impact at 
the Eureka Theatre. 

While 42nd Street Moon, 
known mainly for its staged-con- 
cert revivals of seldom-seen musi¬ 
cals, sought out DeLaria to star in 
a musical of her choosing, it has 
surrounded her with the not- 
quite-ready-for-primetime pro¬ 
duction that is too often typical 
for this troupe. Wayne Bryan’s di¬ 
rection is forced and often franti¬ 
cally obvious, and the local cast 
seldom emerges as more than just 
fair. 

On the plus side, Charlie Levy 
displays a warm and appealing 
voice as the narrator-minstrel. On 
the down side, Rudy Guerrero 
lacks the comic persona for Prince 
Dauntless, a mama’s boy whose 
lack of comedic honesty here 
takes a serious toll on the produc¬ 
tion. 

It’s unfortunate that 42nd 
Street Moon couldn’t crank up the 
quality for this high-profile pro¬ 
duction. It’s not quite woebegone, 
but it’s circling the area. ▼ 


Once Upon a Mattress will run 
at the Eureka Theatre through 
Jan. 2. Tickets are $17-$30. 
Call 978-2787 or go to 
42ndstmoon.org. 



Lea DeLaria as Winnifred the Woebegone in 42nd Street Moon's production of Once Upon a Mattress. 

High priestess of jazz 

Patricia Barber , live in Paris, out on CD 


by Tim Pfaff 


atricia Barber is increasing¬ 
ly dividing her audience. I 
don’t mean just the messy 
masses that make up her fan base, 
which divides into something like 
the red and blue states (and, in 
both camps, the altered states). I 
mean people like me, people who 
don’t need all the fingers of one 
hand to count the things they’d 
rather do than listen to Barber 
make music. People she makes 
want to scream, alternately in ec¬ 
stasy and frustration. 

Her recent gig at Yoshi’s nearly 
made me pop for a transoceanic 
flight. As a kind of consolation 




Wesla Whitfield 


NOW PLAYING 
THROUGH JANUARY* 

Celebrating her 25th anniversary, with her 
new show: “In My Life.” Don’t miss what 
promises to be a special evening with one of 
our favorite performers. 


THE INCREDIBLE 

Edie! 


Jr 

Mop 


TA 
ORENO 



Dec. 19 - 20 




Feb. 8 - Mar. 20 


yf^.r / /t = N7 r. 


AT THE 


940 Sutter Street, San Francisco 
box office 415.885.2800 www.empireplushroom.com 


prize, there’s her new CD, Patricia 
Barber Live: A Fortnight in France 
(Blue Note). But the press I’ve 
seen tells me I’m not alone in 
finding its consolations mixed. 
Beating last April in Paris by the 
titular fortnight, the performances 
leave no doubt that the lesbian 
singer-songwriter-pianist — for 
my money, the best in the business 
— continues growing musically 
with an almost feral tenacity. The 
best tracks are among her best 
ever. But most of those aren’t her 
own songs, which continue forg¬ 
ing the singular path she staked 
out as her own in her last CD, 
Verses. 

In the new CD, the High 
Priestess of Wretched Romance 
leads with her “Gotcha,” a song 
whose very title makes you tense 
up if you know where this cad- 
castrating Cassandra prowls. Its 
curdling opening chords set the 
stage for six-minute terrorizing 
(with, in her own crunched lyrics, 
“a taste for revenge”) of an ex for 
whom you almost start to feel 
pity. The taunting refrain, “Are 
you wide, wide awake?” (from a 
woman who admits to her own 
“sleep issues”) is chilling. 

That’s the thing about her new 
material. For all her craft, the im¬ 
pression it leaves is less musical 
than spectral. These are tough 
songs in every sense of the word. 
They don’t even begin to stick in 
the memory until the third or 
fourth hearing, in no small part 
because you don’t really want 
them to. This keenest of intelli¬ 
gences gives them their hard 
births, and they spring not from 
the heart or soul but the mind of a 
woman of godlike powers. 

Cover story 

Her so-called “covers,” on the 
other hand, bore their way through 
convention and lodge in the mem- 
. ory indelibly. After a single hearing, 
I could recall the whole of her po¬ 
tent, seven-minute traversal of 
“Norwegian Wood,” whose open¬ 
ing words, had John Lennon not 
written them, could pass as pure 
Barber: “I once had a girl/or should 
I say/she once had me.” 

Any sentimentality you may 
have about the Beatles’ song is 
pretty well knocked out of your 
head by the time Barber and her 
superb band — guitarist Neal 
Alger, bassist Michael Arnopol, 
and drummer Eric Montzma — 
have sliced it up with two of the 
wildest, most imaginative breaks 
on the disc. They leave it, and you, 
'shivering with the chill of it all. 

Barber, who plays barefoot, 
treads more softly through 
“Laura” and “Call Me.” But she’s 
on more familiar ground with 
“Blue Prelude.” Any song with 



Deep musical instincts, finely honed. 

lyrics like “What is love but a pre¬ 
lude to sorrow, with a heartbreak 
ahead for your goal?” is sure to 
bring out the best in Barber, who 
doesn’t disappoint, with the best 
singing on the disc. The somber, 
smoky, disconsolate voice breaks 
free, midway, into one of her best 
riffs, then tapers off into a “Good¬ 
bye” so drained of expression it 
approaches bald speech. 

Still, it’s Barber’s own “White- 
world” that gives me the heebie- 
jeebies. The first peek at her next 
project (undertaken on a Guggen¬ 
heim, and based on her study of 
Ovid’s Metamorphoses ), it’s the 
Oedipus episode. Its politics are 
timely—its protagonist identifies 
himself as “a First World Oedipus, 
and Mother Earth is down on her 
knees”— and clearly go down like 
oysters with her French audience. 
But the tireless, then tiresome 
wordplay — and reference to “de¬ 
constructionist ease” — all but 
suppress the music. 

With tracks like the purely in¬ 
strumental “Witchcraft” leaving 
no doubt that Barber has some of 
the deepest musical instincts and 
most finely honed chops on the 
block, it’s worrisome to think what 
a terrible waste of supernal music¬ 
making a great mind might be. 

Don’t get me wrong. I’ve got 
no gripes with brazenly intellectu¬ 
al content in music of any kind. 
The advanced numerology and 
cloaked symbolism in Bach and 
Berg don’t bring their music 
down. As for Barber’s, it all goes 
down better with each hearing. 
But I couldn’t help noticing that 
the French audience’s clap-o- 
meter was a fairly consistent 
match with my own enthusiasm 
for the material. Encore the witch¬ 
craft, please. T 
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Flights of fancy 

Leonardo DiCaprio as 'The Aviator' 



by David Lamble 


n the first act of The Aviator, 
as the 22-year-old Howard 
Hughes (Leonardo DiCaprio) 
struggles to re-shoot Hell’s Angels, 
his budget-busting tribute to 
WWI flying aces, a cranky meteo¬ 
rologist lectures the boy wonder 
who is waiting for just the right 
cloud formation before he shoots 
his aerial ballet. “Cumulus clouds 
that act and look like giant breasts 
full of milk cannot be guaran¬ 
teed.” 

In one fell swoop, we are intro¬ 
duced to the reigning obsessions 
of Hughes’ life: the movies, fast 
planes, tits and milk. We’re off to 
the races. 

Few have ever sorted fact from 
hokum in the Hughes legend, so 
it’s no knock against director Mar¬ 
tin Scorsese, screenwriter John 
Logan and DiCaprio to say that 
The Aviator is several movies in 
one. Many will find the first hour, 
spanning Hughes’ obsession with 
Hell’s Angels and his messy affair 
with Katharine Hepburn (Cate 
Blanchett), to be the film’s most 
amusing, sexy and awe-inspiring 
part. 

This is a movie so full of mar¬ 
velous performances and enter¬ 
taining set-pieces that it’s hard to 
choose, but I will. My favorite mo¬ 
ment is the captivating sequence 
where Scorsese (with a nifty assist 
from editor Thelma Schoonmak- 
er) captures the spectacle of 
Hughes virtually taken hostage for 
a weekend with Hepburn’s 
wealthy, wacky collection of blue- 
blood misfits. You don’t have to 
know anything about Hughes or 
Hepburn to appreciate the train- 
wreck when the man of few words 
and many phobias endures a din¬ 
ner table of pushy aristocrats, all 
the while a large, germ-bearing ca¬ 
nine chews on the bashful billion¬ 
aire’s foot as he confronts Hep¬ 
burn’s imperious mother. “We 
don’t care about money here, Mr. 
Hughes.” “That’s because you’ve 
always had it.” 

Blanchett’s Hepburn is an as¬ 
tute rendering. She dares to do the 
accent and those ever-so-slightly 


mannish touches that must have 
had Hughes wondering who al¬ 
ready possessed the pants in this 
union. At the end of the slapstick 
weekend, Cate as Kate denounces 
her whole silly clan with the very 
Hepburnesque line, “You’re a fine 
group of bullies!” 

Pretty baby 

DiCaprio may finally have 
given the performance that will 
convince the naysayers to look be¬ 
yond his girlishly pretty face to the 
soul of an actor who plays well 
with others. All of the star-turn 
cameos and supporting players 
(the ubiquitous Jude Law as the 
nightclub-brawling Errol Flynn; 
gay singer Rufus Wainwright as a 
’40s Coconut Grove crooner) are 
aided by DiCaprio’s ability both to 
take charge of a scene, and to back 
off and yield the spotlight to oth¬ 
ers. 

The movie does a fine job not 
only of explaining a brilliantly 
flawed man (his own worst 
enemy), but also of giving some 
forgotten lessons in how America 
| got to be the place we love to hate. 


The filmmakers are especially 
shrewd in their take on the obses¬ 
sive/compulsive disorder that 
would eventually reduce Hughes 
to a bearded recluse drinking his 
own urine. DiCaprio has figured 
out how to spoon out just enough 
of the bitter truth to keep the 
movie honest without making us 
want to barf into our popcorn. 
The sight of a paranoid Hughes 
unable to leave a hotel men’s room 
due to his fear of turning the 
germ-infested doorknob is a win¬ 
dow into madness. 

In addition to his numerous 
patents for experimental air¬ 
planes, Hughes is also the father of 
the X-rated movie. There’s a hilar¬ 
ious sequence depicting producer 
Hughes’ efforts to get an exhibi¬ 
tion license for The Outlaw, de¬ 
spite Jane Russell’s overflowing 
pushup bra. A worried aide 
quizzes Hughes before his show¬ 
down with the motion-picture 
censorship board. “Do you think 
they’re going to let you put out a 
whole movie about tits?” “Sure. 
Who doesn’t like tits?” Opens Fri¬ 
day. T 


The right to die 

Javier Bardem finds 'The Sea Inside' 



Bardem, dreaming of taking flight 


by David Lamble 


he Sea Inside boasts a career 
performance from Spanish 
heartthrob Javier Bardem as 
a man, totally paralyzed in a div¬ 
ing accident, who has been fight¬ 
ing for 30 years to end his life. The 
Spanish film, ably directed by 
Chilean Alejandro Amenabar, 
beats the bedpans out of its wor¬ 
thy 1981 American counterpart, 
Whose Life Is It, Anyway? Its main 
plot, involving assisted suicide, is 
augmented by two love stories and 
a complex family drama. 

Alejandro shows us a man sur¬ 
rounded by his music, watching 
soccer games with his nephew, 
dreaming of the day of his acci¬ 
dent, when a fateful rescue cheat¬ 
ed him of a quick death. He’s a 
man who dreams that he can 
jump out of bed and fly across the 
stark Galician countryside to his 


real home, the sea. 

Bardem, whose extraordinary 
portrait of exiled Cuban gay nov¬ 
elist Reynaldo Arenas ( Before 
Night Falls, 2000) won him a siz¬ 
able American fanbase, has been 
restored to his fashion-model- 
quality good looks, although he 
scoffs at such descriptions, insist¬ 
ing he doesn’t view himself as es¬ 
pecially attractive. Each day that 
he appeared on the set of The Sea 
Inside as a bald, 54-year old para¬ 
plegic confined to a bed with a 
view (if somebody remembers to 
turn him over) required five hours 
of makeup, eight to 10 hours in 
the bed, and then a return to his 
own bed. He jokes that the weight 
of this routine made him some¬ 
what allergic to the whole idea of 
bedrest. “I wanted to learn to sleep 
upside-down like a bat.” 

Bardem admits that an odd 
dilemma of The Sea Inside was to 
page 39 ► 



The hideaway you f re looking for 

Dinner & Weekend Brunch 4123 24 th St. at Castro 
285-5598 call for hours 




Each pass admits two. Limit one pass per person/household (no exceptions!) 
Passes are limited and will be given away on a first come first sene basis while supplies last 
Advance screening will take place on Monday, December 20th in San Francisco. 

THIS FILM IS RATED PG13 FOR BRIEF VIOLENT IMAGES. PARENTAL GUIDANCE IS STRONGLY SUGGESTED FOR 
CHILDREN 13 & UNDER. Theatre is overbooked to ensure a full house. Passes received through this promotion do not guarantee 
admission and must be surrendered upon demand. Seating is on a first come, first served basis. EXCEPT FOR MEMBERS OF THE 
REVIEWING PRESS. No one will be admitted without a ticket or after the screening 
begins. All federal, state and local regulations apply. A recipient of tickets assumes any 
and all risks related to use of ticket and accepts any restrictions required by ticket 
provider. Warner Bros. Pictures, Bay Area Reporter and their affiliates accept no 
responsibility or liability in connection with any loss or accident incurred in connection 
with use of a prize. Tickets cannot be exchanged, transferred or redeemed for cash, in 
whole or in part. We are not responsible if, for any reason, winner is unable to use 
his/her ticket in whole or in part. Not responsible for lost; delayed or misdirected entries. 

All federal and local taxes are the responsibility of the winner. Void where prohibited by 
law. No purchase necessary. Participating sponsors their employees and family 
members and their agencies are not eligible. NO PHONE CALLS! Warner Bros, retains 
ownership of tickets, which is being provided to you for your personal use only, and may 
not be transferred, sold or bartered by you to any other person or entity. 

TICKETS RECEIVED THROUGH THIS PROMOTION ARE NOT FOR RESALE. 


Andrew Uoyd Webber* 

The 

PHANTOM 

ot the 

OPERA 

IN THEATRES 

Wednesday, December 22nd! 


mi 


SayAreaUeporter 

^ U F°r your chance to receive a complimentary pass to see 

Andrew Lloyd Webber’s The PHANTOM OF the OPERA 

stop by the Bay Area Reporter office (395 Ninth Street in SF) 
today, Thursday, December 16th and tomorrow, 

Friday, December 17th during regular business hours. 
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On the Twentieth Century 

Letting Fox be Fox in a collection of studio photo archives 


by Glen Helfand 


Twentieth Century Fox: Inside the 
Photo Archive; Harry N. Abrams, 
Inc., $50 

oomsday prophesies aside, 
I must admit I had a pecu¬ 
liar Y2K worry: what would 
Twentieth Century Fox do when 
we entered the Twenty-First? I 
should have had faith in the idea 
that film is the medium of the 
20th century — it emerged at its 
beginning and evolved into a form 
that is the foundation of the In¬ 
formation Age. So the film studio 
that produced such classics as 
Butch Cassidy and the Sundance 





Kid, The Seven Year Itch, The 
Gang’s All Here and Valley of the 
Dolls has kept its name and iden¬ 
tity intact. It’s only in its television 
and news division that things have 
changed to reflect the current 
neocon zeitgeisf. 

It seems fitting then that the 
20th Century Fox logo is an un¬ 
shakable stack of architectonic 
text with its klieg-light beams — 
an image so astutely appropriated 
by Ed Ruscha in his equally iconic 
painting from the 1960s. At this 
point, a movie studio, in its classic 
sense, is a thing of history, and 
oddly, Fox is one of the few that 
has tended to its photo archives 
with much care. It’s difficult to 
fathom how the editors of the 
hefty Twentieth Century Fox: In¬ 
side the Photo Archive managed to 
make selections from the millions 
of publicity shots, behind-the- 
scenes images and wardrobe and 
set tests, but the results are an en¬ 
gaging document that offers re¬ 
freshing postmodern winks along 
with the pleasure of seeing differ¬ 
ent angles on classics. While you 
may be able to peg specific films, 
the photographs are for the most 
part unseen views — candid im¬ 
ages of between-takes stars, off¬ 
handed moments and behind- 
the-scenes snaps that challenge 
our ideas of movie magic while 
indulging our unquenchable de¬ 
sires to see, say, Barbra testing a 
gown for Hello Dolly! 

Hands down 

The editors have arranged the 
book in a mixture of thematic 
juxtapositions and double-page 
spreads that make intuitive sense. 
Tyrone Power, for example, is seen 
lounging between takes of In Old 
Chicago, with bloody makeup 
running down his cheek. The 
photo faces a page in which a 
stubbly Henry Fonda, in the ’43 
Oxbow Incident, strikes a surpris¬ 
ingly sexy pose with his hands 
seemingly about to unbuckle his 
jeans. In another, a production 
still of Sally Field in Norma Rae, in 
which the actress is surrounded by 


hunky cameramen, faces a page in 
which former Catwoman Julie 
Newmar is seen in a beach mo¬ 
ment from the ’62 Marriage Go 
Round, in which she’s got her own 
pack of even firmer guys in 
bathing suits serving possibly as 
her boytoy back-up dancers. 

While Cindy Sherman revealed 
the iconography of moviemaking 
in her ’70s photo series Untitled 
Film Stills, the images uncovered 
here have equal interest, particu¬ 
larly in the construction of female 
characterization. We see it in the 
photograph of ravishing Ava 
Gardner pinned beneath a formi¬ 
dable machine in The Snows of 
Kilimanjaro while the crew is visi¬ 
ble in the background, and in the 
nearby shot of Olivia de Havilland 
in the melodramatic psychodra¬ 
ma The Snake Pit. The star is seen 
from above, being filmed on a 
hospital gurney. Mental illness a 
couple steps removed. 

There are plenty of images of 
Liz Taylor (mostly from her dewy 
days as Cleopatra), of Marilyn 
Monroe, and of the shockingly 
beautiful Sharon Tate. There’s a 
candid, topless bath-shot of Jayne 
Mansfield in Will Success Spoil 
Rock Hunter? Farrah Fawcett is 
seen wearing the titular charac¬ 
ter’s gown from Myra Breckin¬ 
ridge, while Raquel Welch, be¬ 
tween takes in her One Million 
Years B.C. fur bikini, sits in a di¬ 
rector’s chair next to a very ’60s 
totebag. 

On some level, books like this 


Actor Tyrone Power is seen lounging between takes of In Old Chicago. 


are like sampler boxes of choco¬ 
lates, with some treats appealing 
to specific tastes more than others. 
Some will go for Ginger Rogers in 
ripped fishnets while others, Jane 
Russell with a punching bag in 
one hand and a highball in the 
other ( Gentleman Prefer Blondes, 
of course). There’s an off-hand 
moment from The Rocky Horror 
Picture Show, Bette Davis in an 
eye-patch in ’68, Joan Crawford 
and Shirley MacLaine in John 
Goldfarb, Please Come Home (’65), 
and Shelley Winters in a costume 
test from The Poseidon Adventure 
(she’s munching on a bon bon). 

As you might surmise, movie 
queens outnumber handsome ac¬ 
tors, but there are some choice 
males here. There’s a particularly 
appealing pic of a hunky, shirtless 


extra with a faux tattoo that reads 
“Texas,” from a forgettable ’60 
film; a statuesque Gregory Peck; 
and disturbingly attractive shots 
of youthful John Wayne and 
Charlton Heston that complicate 
our feelings about their bad poli¬ 
tics. 

Therein rests some of the ap¬ 
peal of thi§ book: It expands the 
frame of film and pop cultural 
history by deepening the views of 
movies we thought we knew 
everything about. It’s what 
archives are all about: repositories 
for materials that may only appear 
interesting in hindsight. From our 
contemporary vantage point, 
when the construction of image is 
such a known quantity, a view in¬ 
side a 20th-century dream factory 
is a nostalgic treat. ▼ 


Voice farm 

Divas and operas in books 


by Stephanie von Buchau 


t’s that season again, so let us 
consider some elevated musi¬ 
cal tomes that you could give 
as gifts or enjoy yourself while fur¬ 
thering the holiday spirit of peace 
and goodwill. Not. Who am I kid¬ 
ding? Top of every opera filbert’s 
wishlist is The King and I by 
Herbert Breslin and Anne 
Midgette (Doubleday, $25.95), 
subtitled, “The uncensored tale of 
Luciano Pavarotti’s rise to fame by 
his manager, friend and sometime 
adversary.” 

Herbert Breslin has always 
been a slash-and-burn type of 
artist’s agent. His memoir of his 
37-year association with Pavarot¬ 
ti, which came to an abrupt, acri¬ 
monious end, does not spare the 
horses. We hear all about the 
tenor’s financial, sexual and culi¬ 
nary exploits, his childishness, 
selfishness, greed and meanness. 
Breslin says, “Sometimes he was a 
close and generous friend, some¬ 


times he was a real pain in the 
ass.” 

According to Breslin, managers 
make the man. If young, gullible 
Luciano hadn’t met Breslin, who 
then guided him to international 
stardom, we may never have heard 
of the guy, except on stage. Is that 
such a bad thing? Pavarotti in his 
prime (the 1970s) was an artist, 
possessing a gorgeous voice and a 
very finely-honed technique. After 
Breslin got finished pumping up 
his client’s ego — which, in the 
case of an Italian tenor, doesn’t 
take too much — The Looch be¬ 
came an arrogant, callous, hyster¬ 
ical monster. He abandoned real 
opera for stadium shows, stopped 
acting, stopped rehearsing and 
started canceling. 

Too bad that Breslin, who pro¬ 
claims to know everything about 
the classical music business, did¬ 
n’t try to steer his client into more 
responsible, artistic paths. Ah, but 
that wouldn’t have made as much 
money. Money and ego run this 
book, and Breslin is no less culpa¬ 



ble than his rotund client. Both of 
them are what is commonly 
known as “a piece of work.” You 
may want to shower after reading 
this irresponsible, gossipy, vindic¬ 
tive, often hilarious tome. On the 
Sleazometer, it is off the charts. 

Glamour path 

Totally different is Renee Flem¬ 
ing’s The Inner Voice (Viking, 
$24.95). No co-author is credited, 
though rumor has it that Ann 
Patchett ( Bel Canto, a fictional 
thriller that used Fleming as its 
central character) helped with this 
discussion of the career of Amer¬ 
ica’s most glamorous opera singer. 



rW/tf C/{(<t/;iurj ofn A/inyor 


RENEE FLEMING 


It is “the autobiography of a 
voice” rather than a tell-all, dis¬ 
cussing such crucial elements of a 
singing career as “Education,” 
“Mentors,” “Business,” “Longevi¬ 
ty,” “Image” and “Roles.” Unlike 
Pavarotti, Fleming is generous 
with colleagues and mindful that 
her gift needs nurturing and re¬ 
spect. 

Chronicling the rise of singers 
in a different era is Victoria Etnier 
Villamil’s From Johnson’s Kids 
to Lemonade Opera, a daunting 
title for a book that engagingly 
covers the flowering of the Amer¬ 
ican opera singer from 1935-’50. 
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Let your freak flag fly 

Pam Tent looks back at the Cockettes 


by John F. Karr 


ex and drugs, high drag and 
low antics. Plus the two 
most glorious words in the 
English language: musical come¬ 
dy. That’s what made up the leg¬ 
endary theatre troupe known as 
the Cockettes. In their short hey¬ 
day, from 1969 to ’72, they as¬ 
tounded John Waters, who said, 
“Never had we seen drag queens 
with beards who believed in 
Lenin.” Or who staged musical 
spectacles d la Busby Berkeley. 

While David Weissman’s re¬ 
cent documentary film, The Cock¬ 
ettes, offered tantalizing glimpses 
in the shards of film footage that 
it unearthed, its brief running 
time could hardly tell the whole 
story. It had a wonderful effect, 
though — it reunited the surviv¬ 
ing members of the troupe, who 
had fallen out of touch. And from 
that came a wonderful book, 
which tells the whole story, and 
recreates in lavish description the 
life and times, the hysterical splen¬ 
dor of the Cockettes. It’s Pam 
Tent’s Midnight at the Palace, an 
oversized trade paperback from 
Alyson. It’s got an appropriately 
glittery sheen to its cover, lots of 
fab photos, and an affordable peo¬ 
ple’s price of only $17.95. 

Pam Tent was one of the few 
women in the Cockettes, as well as 
one of its few heterosexuals. But 
that didn’t stop her from respond¬ 
ing as would any other mad queen, 
and she gets an honorary Gay Sen¬ 
sibility Award for not only being 
there, but for telling us about it 
with all the panache and dirt we 
could hope for. Tent’s book is cast 
as her autobiography, and begins 
with her adolescence in Detroit, 
Michigan. Before you get impa¬ 



tient, though, and think it’s beside 
the point to a book about the 
Cockettes, this personal back¬ 
ground puts the era in perspective. 
Her arrival in San Francisco intro¬ 
duces us to the communal 
lifestyles, the roar of political ac¬ 
tivity, and the incendiary sexuality 
of the time. Now, the Cockettes 
were not exactly a literary bunch, 
so we’re fortunate that Tent was 
among them, for she turns out to 
be a writer of insight and not in¬ 
considerable skill. She’s drawn 
upon a cache of lengthy, detailed 
letters she wrote home to the folks, 
which they thankfully saved. Also 
helpful were the plentiful histories 
complied by Cockette chief libret¬ 
tist Martin Worman before his 
death. But Tent’s hardly a dull his¬ 
torian. She covers a lot of ground 
in organized fashion, and spreads 
before us a cast of characters that 
rivals Balzac’s for sheer number 
and personal quirks. Best of all, she 
can convey excitement, frequently 
with droll understatement. 

Star maps 

There are moments of glory 


for the many supporting players. 
Even the indefatigable Bambi Lake 
gets a nod, for choreographing a 
key number for Tinsel Tarts in a 
Hot Coma back when she was 
Johnny Dancer. But most espe¬ 
cially, you meet the stars: here’s 
the birth of Sylvester, and the rise 
of Divine. Here’s the wit of Pris¬ 
tine Condition, the glam of John 
Rothermel, the bitchery of Goldie 
Glitters. Their contributions tum¬ 
ble forth, in the profusion of the 
moment, and are charted along 
with those of many others. 

For Cockette composer-in-resi¬ 
dence Scrumbly Koldewyn, the 
only-at-that-time and only-in-this- 
place explosion of the troupe was 
“doing our bit for beautiful ffeak- 
dom.” When Living Theatre 
founder Julian Beck signed the au¬ 
tograph book Pristine Condition 
presented to everyone who was 
Who’s Who during the troupe’s ill- 
advised New York tour, he added a 
message: “We are going to change 
the world with our love and our 
madness.” I, too, saw in political 
terms the Cockettes’ love and mad¬ 
ness, even the impact of their crazy 
musicals. Tent quotes the obituary I 
wrote for this paper after John 
Rothermel’s death. “It was a short 
period in our history. But it was a 
brilliant flowering of gay conscious¬ 
ness from a'rare group of people 
who lived their politics as art.” 

For most of the Cockettes, 
though, it was less politics, and 
more love and madness. But, you 
see, while creating the most in¬ 
credible, flamboyant drag ever 
seen upon a queen, the Cockettes 
invented genderfuck. And that 
was politics. Pam Tent’s Midnight 
at the Palace is a treasurable, in- 
the-moment tour of the lovely, 
mad, incidentally political Cock¬ 
ettes. ▼ 


Blakk is bakk 

New work by Tim'm West, Marvin K. White 


by Mark Mardon 


n our village/boys forged 
weapons/out of bicycle spokes/ 
pipes and penises...” 

Marvin K. White’s opening 
poem at the reading he and fellow 
poet/prose writer Tim’m West 
gave a few weeks back at City 
Lights Bookstore affected me the 
way another young poet’s words 
once struck me. Maybe it’s not an 
apt comparison, but I can’t help 
make it, since it’s what resonated 
for me. I thought of the late Sam 
D’Allesandro, the sexy San Fran¬ 
cisco poet whose verse swept me 
off my feet in the ’80s, and whose 
good looks and hard body made 
him a rock star in the poetry 
scene. White is black, and D’Alle¬ 
sandro was white. White has that 
rock-star, godly sex appeal, too. 
I’m not sure how much cultural- 
crossover there was between 
them. But I feel in White’s work 
what I once felt about Sam’s Slip¬ 
pery Sins: It grabs me by the throat 
and balls, deep-kisses me and 
sucker-punches me, all at once. 

White was reading from Last 
Rights, first published in ’99 and 
newly reissued by RedBone Press, 
publisher of White’s new book of 
poems, Nothin’ Ugly Fly. These are 
important works by a gifted poet, 



and, along with West, one of the 
strongest voices of black gay identity. 

Nothin’ Ugly Fly carries much 
of childhood in its beak, a stork 
with a mewling babe. White’s 
childhood was a dream, not al¬ 
ways pleasant, but at times soar¬ 
ing on wings of imagination. In 
“nothin’ ugly fly,” White writes: 
“soon as sun crash/soon as people 
become they shadows/soon as 
skies have eyes/i fly/i fly/i fly/to 
your house/like uninvited 
omen...” 

Red dirt, blakk men 

“Where I come from,” read 



West in his powerful baritone 
from “Jacks Crossing,” part of his 
sublime book Red Dirt Revival: a 
poetic memoir in 6 Breaths 
(Poz’Trophy Publishing, ’02), 
“there is a long winding road a few 
years old paved. Before there was 
just dirt, red and brown; and the 
thick of if use’ta make us little 
dusty, corn-fed kids choke on long 
walks after oil trucks passed.” 

With this opening to this great 
poetic autobiography, West re¬ 
minded me of yet another power¬ 
ful poetic voice from my past, N. 
Scott Momaday, whose classic ac- 
page 33 ► 



Back row: author Sweet Pam, Scrumbly, Pristine Condition, Billy Orchid 
and Reggie. Front, in shopping cart: Tim Thompson. 


( 415 ) 441-4042 
CityBoxOffice.com 


hotelnikkosanfrancisco 



For your chance 
to receive a 
complimentary pass 

to see Beyond the Sea 
in San Francisco on 
Wednesday, December 22nd, 


Bay Area Reporter office 
(395 Ninth Street in SF) 
TODAY, Thursday, December 
16th and tomorrow, Friday, 
December 17th during 


Each pass admits two. 
Limit one pass per 
person/household 
(no exceptions!) Passes are 
limited and will be given away 
| on a first come first serve basis 
while supplies last. 
I THIS FILM IS RATED PG13 FOR 
SOME STRONG LANGUAGE 
I AND A SCENE OF SENSUALITY. 
PARENTAL GUIDANCE IS 
STRONGLY SUGGESTED FOR 
CHILDREN 13 & UNDER. 
TICKETS RECEIVED 
I THROUGH THIS PROMOTION 
ARE NOT FOR RESALE. 
Theatre is overbooked to ensure a full house. Passes received through this promotion do not guarantee admission and must be 
surrendered upon demand. Seating is on a first come, first served basis. EXCEPT FOR MEMBERS OF THE REVIEWING 
""ESS. No one will be admitted without a ticket or after the screening begins. All federal, state and local regulations apply. A 
ipient of tickets assumes any and all risks related to use of ticket and accepts any restrictions required by ticket provider. Lion's 
te Releasing. Bay Area Reporter and their affiliates accept no responsibility or liability in connection with any loss or accident 
incurred in connection with use of a prize. Tickets cannot be exchanged, transferred or redeemed for cash, in whole or in part. We 
are not responsible if. for any reason, winner is unable to use his'her ticket in whole or in part. Not responsible for lost; delayed or 
misdirected entries. All federal and local taxes are the respnsibility of the winner. Void where prohibited by law. No purchase 
y. Participating sponsors their employees and family members and their agencies are not eligible. NO PHONE CALLS! 


BEYOND THE SEA 

IN THEATRES WEDNESDAY, DECEMBER 29TH. 



















































32 BAY AREA REPORTER 16 December 2004 



Ghosts of Christmas past 


by Victoria A. Brownworth 


his is the point in the holi¬ 
day season where we are 
glad not every show is in 
rerun because there’s only so 
much Clay Aiken and Nick 8c Jes¬ 
sica we can take. The Nick & Jes¬ 
sica Christmas special delivered 
such a blast from the past we 
suddenly worried that some 
Gotham City-style takeover of 
the country had occurred. (Oh 
wait, that happened back on No¬ 
vember 3.) This show was such a 
retro-replica of a Lawrence Welk 
or Andy Williams family holiday 
special that we half-expected to 
look in the mirror and find our¬ 
selves 8-years-old again. How 
can these two be so, well, whole¬ 
some? We love Nick Lachay’s 
bad-boy looks (he is too cute in 
that Gap ad, he should always 
wear a slouch hat and a loose 
tie), and Jessica Simpson is the 
closest thing to a real-life Barbie 
we could ever hope to find. All of 
which would lead one to believe 


these are two bratty celebs — but 
they’re not. They’re, well, whole¬ 
some. Weird. 

Speaking of bratty celebs, is 
Paris Hilton really as fascinating 
as that Barbara Walters year-end 
special proclaims? Now admit¬ 
tedly, we didn’t see Paris burning 
up the Net in her XXX-ploitation 
video, so perhaps we missed the 
specifics that make her fascinat¬ 
ing. But we were addicted to 
Simple Life, and Nicole Ritchie 
was the brains, intrigue and 
humor of that operation. 

And can we just get this off 
our chest? Oprah has stopped 
being nice. We don’t know if it’s 
the weight loss or impending 
menopause, but as we were 
watching her tell Walters that she 
was “destined for greatness,” we 
found her wholly unlikable, 
which is how we’ve felt all sea¬ 
son. It isn’t that Oprah doesn’t 
still do good works; she believes 
in altruism as a life plan, and we 
think she deserved to be #1 on 
Walters’ list, just because she has 
changed so many lives over the 
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Oprah: No more Ms. Nice Gal! 


years she’s been doing her show. 
But Oprah has gotten judgmen¬ 
tal and sometimes downright 
mean. She’s missing the 
warmth she used to 
exude. True, she 
looks great, but we 
kinda miss the old 
Oprah, the one who 
could look shocked 
and would tear up 
with guests and have 
to cut to com¬ 
mercial. That 
Oprah is-MIA. 

Maybe carbo¬ 
hydrates impact the heart more 
than we know. 

That said, we saw one of 
Oprah’s “Wildest Dreams” shows 
the other day, and she took a 
30something black woman who 
works at Starbucks and changed 
her life. This woman was a single 
mother of three, until she also 
took in her brother’s six children 
so they wouldn’t get split up in 
the foster-care system. The kids 
were stacked like sardines in 
Mom’s two-bedroom apartment, 
and ranged in age from 17 to 3. 

This was vintage Oprah. She 
took the children to Toys ’R Us, 
and gave them 15 minutes to get 
whatever they wanted. Last year, 
these kids got no toys because 
the money simply wasn’t there, 
but are such terrific kids that 
they were grateful to be together 
and cared for by such a selfless 
mother, with or without Christ¬ 
mas presents. 

Later, Oprah brought every¬ 
one to the show, and there gave 
Mom her big surprise: an Ex¬ 
treme Makeover Home Edition, 
replete with a house, and furni¬ 
ture where everyone could have 
their own bed. 

When Oprah does things like 
this, we fall in love with her 
again. But even when she does, 
the light isn’t there in her eyes. 
She spends a little too much time 
gazing at herself in the monitor 
admiring her own new svelte self. 
We miss the sweeter, rounder 
Oprah who always moved us. We 
miss her a lot. 

Wing lift 

Last season we were really 
missing The West Wing, a show 
we had come to depend on for 
brilliant writing and acting and 
important political messages. 
The acting was still terrific, but 
the writing had dulled, and the 
message had lost focus and di¬ 
rection. 

This season, the show is re-in- 
fused with its original brilliance. 
This week’s episode had the best 
leitmotif in recent memory. The 
show began with illusionists 
Penn 8c Teller doing a vanishing 
act with a scarf in a piece of 
paper. Then they took the Amer¬ 
ican flag — which they folded 
properly, with Penn Gillette talk¬ 


ing all the while about its impor¬ 
tance — and put it inside the Bill 
of Rights. They lit a match, and 
the flag disappeared while the 
Bill of Rights stayed intact. 

We tried to get the show to 
cough up the info on how this 
idea came about, but were un¬ 
successful; no reveal here. So we 
don’t know how much was the 
always-smart Penn 8c Teller, and 
how much was WW writers. Ei¬ 
ther way, it was an amazing bit 
that has left us thinking far past 
the show’s close. 

The point was so clearly stat¬ 
ed: Even if we burn the flag, our 
rights are still protected by the 
Constitution. We can make polit¬ 
ical statements, and democracy 
will still hold up under the de¬ 
bate that follows. 

But WW didn’t stop there (we 
said it was a leitmotif), they 
brought in a new character, Alan 
Alda, as California Sen. 
Vinick, a moderate 
Republican who is 
going to run for Pres¬ 
ident (a difficult role 
for the erstwhile 
Dem.). Vinick is 
quizzed about the 
flag-burning 
incident (it 
took place in 
the East Wing 
at Zoe Bartlett’s birthday party). 
Unlike the Republicans we know, 
Vinick didn’t have a kneejerk re¬ 
sponse. He proclaimed that in a 
democracy, the government still 
stands despite a flag-burning. 
See, the WW is so smart, it can 
even rehabilitate Republicans. 

Is there no way to get the 
Bush team to watch this show? 



Chris Rock takes on race & pop. 


Piece of the Rock 

Something else we’d like to get 
the Bushites and their ilk to 
watch is the Chris Rock HBO 
special, which has been replaying 
on digital preview. The special 
came out back in May, the first 
he’d done in years, but it keeps 
returning in HBO-land, and no 
matter how many times we watch 
it, we get new things from it. 

Forget that Rock, a Saturday 
Night Live and In Living Color 
alum, was declared the Funniest 
Man in America by the media 
this past spring. That’s a given. 
But Rock is also — apologies to 
Jon Stewart and Bill Maher, who 
are definitely in the running — 
the most political comic in 
America. This special is so 
bloody smart, so sharp, so finely 
tuned and keenly wrought that 
the first time or two you see it 
you miss just how revolutionary 
it is because it is also so pants- 
pissingly funny. Tivo this one. It’s 
required viewing. Rock takes on 
race, money, politics, pop cul¬ 
ture. Mind-blowing. 

Speaking of mind-blowing, 
why did we think that PBS was 
immune to censorship? The 
Bush team got rid of the wrong 



Powell. Colin’s son Michael, 
Fascistic head of the FCC, could 
give Josef Goebbels a run when it 
comes to stifling alternative 
viewpoints. We can only think 
that WNET, New York’s PBS af¬ 
filiate and the flagship of the PBS 
network, is quaking from some 
of Powell’s recent dictates. Why 
else would they refuse to run 
promos for one of the year’s best 
political films, Bill Condon’s su¬ 
perb KinSey? 

We were appalled enough 
back on Veteran’s Day, when 
many ABC affiliates refused to 
air Saving Private Ryan because 
of foul language. But WNET is 
refusing to air ads about Kinsey 
because of the subject matter of 
the movie. 

Correct us if we are wrong 
here (and we do like it when you 
write to nitpick, so keep doing 
it), but isn’t this the same net¬ 
work that has broken ground re¬ 
peatedly on sexual and political 
issues? 

What are they thinking? Is 
this the way the next four years 
are going to play out, because if 
we can’t depend on PBS to hold 
its moral ground, what hope is 
there for the craven likes of the 
Big Three and Fox? Did PBS miss 
the point that Kinsey is, in large 
part, about the red-blue-state 
moral values struggle between 
science and kneejerk religious 
extremism? You know, that dis¬ 
course about whether or not evo¬ 
lution is theory?! 

Quick, get us an episode of 
the West Wing! 

Last week, a faithful reader e- 
mailed us, “I watch GAY USA on 
FSTV, free-speech TV, and they 
just said she’s a lesbian cabinet 
member, but that was it. Can you 
tell me more?” 

The “she” to which reader is 
referring is soon-to-be Secretary 
of State Condoleezza Rice. First, 
let us say we didn’t see this our¬ 
selves, nor were we able to get 
confirmation from FSTV. But let’s 
just go on what this viewer heard, 
that Condi Rice is a lesbian. 

No, we are relieved to say, be¬ 
cause we don’t need the evil likes 
of her in our ranks, Rice is not a 
lesbian. There is not a shred of 
evidence anywhere that she is, 
and in fact, if Rice is accused of 
anything regarding her sexuality, 
it is of being in love with Presi¬ 
dent Bush (pardon a moment 
while we shudder), whom she 
once accidentally referred to as 
her husband, rather than her 
President. 

We are all for outing the de¬ 
spicable when they are delivering 
anti-queer cant from one side of 
their mouths, while sucking 
same-sex orifices with the other. 
But we do not approve of. Karl 
Rovian tactics of implication and 
insinuation as were used every¬ 
where in November to discredit 
candidates. Those tactics go like 
this: Gee, Rice is not now, nor 
has she ever been married to a 
man, therefore she must be a les¬ 
bian. 

Ipso facto isn’t actually fact. 
Outing those who aren’t really 
queer just makes Us as creepy as 
Them. It also makes being queer 
into something creepy, which it 
definitively is not. 

If our viewer got this wrong, 
we’d love to hear the explanation 
from FSTV. 

Meanwhile, stay tuned, watch 
carefully, and don’t miss this 
week on All My Children: a 
Christmas miracle is indeed in 
the works for Bianca. She may 
get the baby and the girl. Happy 
holidays! ▼ 
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Taiwanese grindhouse 

'Goodbye Dragon Inn' at the Roxie Cinema 


by David Lamble 


t’s a rainy night in Taipei, and 
a young Japanese man wan¬ 
ders into an almost deserted 
movie theatre. Up on the screen, a 
’60s sword classic, Dragon Inn, 
plays, its old-fashioned music and 
flowery dialogue ricocheting 
against the walls of the theatre. “In 
1457 AD, the eunuchs had special 
privileges and powers.” The young 
man, more attuned to cruising 
than Chinese B-movies, notices 


that some of his fellow patrons 
bear an odd resemblance to Drag¬ 
on Inn's actors. Are these ghosts, 
warming themselves in the glow 
of their youthful apparitions? 

In its prime as a triple-feature, 
Noon-to-Midnight flophouse, 
San Francisco’s Strand Theatre at¬ 
tracted a large crowd, many of 
whom were not exactly film buffs. 
Going up to the Strand’s top bal¬ 
cony meant you were there only 
for sex, while the lower balcony 
and the ground floor might at¬ 
tract a scattering of true moviego¬ 


ers. 

In Goodbye Dragon Inn, open¬ 
ing Friday at the Roxie, male cus¬ 
tomers play eye games standing in 
front of the men’s room urinals. A 
man leaves a toilet stall, whose 
door then closes as if it, too, were 
operated by ghosts. But unlike last 
year’s Porn Theatre, very little sex 
occurs in the bowels of this last- 
run theatre. 

Taiwanese director Tsai Ming- 
Liang’s refusal to move his camera 
within a scene causes the slightest 
action in his frame to assume an 


O’Brien recalls 

M Arts cover 

helped me so much. Mr. Minnelli 
was wonderful, too.” Most people 
treated her well. “Miss Fontaine 
was very nice. So was Welles, al¬ 
though remote. He needed many 
retakes because his enunciation 
wasn’t clear.” Another favorite was 
Edward G. Robinson, with whom 
she made Our Vines Have Tender 
Grapes (’45.) In fact, only Wallace 
Beery “was nasty.” But he was to 
almost everyone. 

O’Brien was privately tutored, 
so she didn’t attend the studio’s 
school. Taylor, five years older, 
“was very nice. But I was jealous 
of her. She made all the animal 
pictures,” like Courage of Lassie 
(’43) and National Velvet (’45.) 
O’Brien remembers Taylor’s pet 
chipmunk, Nibbles. “She took him 
everywhere.” In ’49, the two, along 
with Allyson and Janet Leigh, 
would remake Little Women, a 
smash, with O’Brien getting the 
best reviews. Leigh’s recent death 
was upsetting — they had re¬ 
mained close. “Janet was the 
sweetest person.” 

The Secret Garden (’49) didn’t 
do well, although O’Brien’s per¬ 
formance was much praised. Dis¬ 
ney offered Alice in Wonderland 
with O’Brien surrounded by ani¬ 
mated characters. “But he didn’t 
pay much,” so her mother turned 
it down. “Now I wish I had made 
it.” Director Nicholas Ray talked 



Margaret O'Brien with Judy G. 


with her about Judy in Rebel With¬ 
out a Cause (’55), eventually 
played by Natalie Wood. “I wasn’t 
right for it. Having been privately 
educated, I knew nothing about 
teenagers in public high schools.” 
Heller in Pink Tights (’60), direct¬ 
ed by openly gay George Cukor, 
was her last major film. “Every ac¬ 
tress adored working with Mr. 
Cukor.” 

She succeeded in the theatre. “I 


replaced Sandy Dennis on Broad¬ 
way in A Thousand Clowns with 
Jason Robards, and starred in the 
national company. I toured in 
Barefoot in the Park with Tab 
Hunter.” 

Did any stars fascinate her? “I 
was wild about Vivien Leigh. Ex¬ 
ecutives arranged for me to meet 
her in London, where she and her 
husband, Laurence Olivier, were 
starring at the Old Vic in Antony 
and Cleopatra and Caesar and 
Cleopatra. She had me to tea and 
was so beautiful, so lovely. She 
gave me an autographed picture. 
Mr. Olivier asked if I wanted his 
autograph. I said, ‘No, just Miss 
Leigh’s.’ Now I wish I had his, 
too!” As for the men, “I saw Clark 
Gable, Spencer Tracy, every day. 
They were like family. I really 
wanted to meet Burt Lancaster, 
but he was at Paramount. I finally 
did.” 

O’Brien doesn’t feel she was 
exploited. “I had friends my own 
age who weren’t in movies. My 
studio stand-in was a good friend. 
I liked being around adults. Be¬ 
tween pictures, my mother, who 
was a bit like Auntie Mame, took 
me traveling. We went all over the 
world. It was wonderful.” 

There’s also a San Francisco 
connection. “My maternal grand¬ 
mother was given a Spanish land 
grant and once owned Telegraph 
Hill.” She cannot recall ever visit¬ 
ing the Castro Theatre as a child, 
but “I’m looking forward to it 
now.” T 


Blakk is bakk 

M page 31 

count of Kiowa life in The Way to 
Rainy Mountain opened my eyes 
to a whole new cultural universe. 
Maybe the only similarity in Mo- 
maday and West is the pastoral 
way they ease us into their worlds, 
by focusing on the very dirt from 
which they sprang. 

In the poem “unnatural Acts,” 
West effectively describes one of 
the primary emotional strains 
running through his work, the vi¬ 
olence of some against his desire 
to express his love for other men, 
especially other blakk men. He 
writes: “a damn trip/how some 
would rather see/his blakk 
fist/smashing teeth/gum-bleed- 
ing and swollen/blakk skin/than 
witness/him caressing my 
hand/him lovingly stroking my 
face.” 

West, a scholar with graduate 
degrees in Liberal Studies/Philos¬ 
ophy and Modern Thought and 
Literature from The New School 
for Social Research and Stanford 
University, now lives in Washing¬ 
ton, DC, but he first made waves 


in the Bay Area queer scene as a 
member of Deep Dickollective 
(“Famous Outlaw League of 
Proto-Negroes”), the nationally 
renowned “homo-hop” group. He 
is a whirlwind of creativity, and 
his latest marvelous idea is to pro¬ 
duce an album in conjunction 
with Red Dirt Revival. Cellular 
Records has just issued West’s 
Songs from Red Dirt, and the pair¬ 
ing of book and album is a bril¬ 
liant stroke. You get the writer’s 
voice and the singer’s voice, the 
stories of red dirt told in different 
ways, the combined works flesh¬ 
ing out one of the literary/hip hop 
world’s most fascinating charac¬ 
ters. 

The album is hip hop, but not 
in the familiar angry/rebel mode; 
it’s more in the cool, almost 
loungy vein of Tricky or Faithless, 
with a little bit of Michael Franti 
and Spearhead mixed in. 

Touching scars 

“i just wanted to raise his shirt 
to skin/sit and revisit his appendix 
scar/reminiscent about his stom¬ 
ach bursting/finger count how 
many stitches there are” 

White’s words again, this time 


from Nothin’ Ugly Fly, and the 
scars remind me of Sam. Sam em¬ 
bodied the SF queer poetry scene, 
scars and all. But Sam died of 
AIDS, and now it’s White who 
best symbolizes queer poetry in its 
prime. Partly it’s his deep, seduc¬ 
tive voice, but more it’s how mas¬ 
terfully he paints scenes we can re¬ 
late to: “there will be days/when 
the assistant pastor/will get down 
on his knees with you/tuesdays 
prayer circles/only he will get 
up/he will put more than 
words/in your mouth” 

White’s poem “Turning Him 
In” is a fine exercise in recalling 
the disaster of a queer relation¬ 
ship, and when White read it, he 
said, “I’m so over him, but I like to 
read to remind myself.” It con¬ 
cludes, lines broken the way White 
broke his breath: “he/made/me/ 
call/him/lover/believed breaking 
me/was the only way to keep 
me/rehearsed me the answer I i am 
nobody! to his daily question/ who 
are you?” T 


reddirt.biz, cellular 
records.com, redbonepress 
@yahoo.com 



The projectionist prepares in Tsai Ming-Liang's Goodbye Dragon Inn. 


almost hypnotic importance. We 
observe the theatre’s disabled fe¬ 
male janitor on her lunchbreak, 
then limping about her rounds 
mopping the ghostly dirt. Stand¬ 
ing in the auditorium, the silly 
swordplay projects across her 
brow, and we wonder if she will, 
in the spirit of The Purple Rose of 
Cairo, simply merge into the life of 
the movie. This theatre’s days are 
numbered. Some night, even the 
ghosts will find a classier joint to 
haunt. 


The Strand ended its days with 
the police having to haul away a 
quarreling couple (out of a half-a- 
dozen patrons) whose arguments 
were more exciting to them than 
the final double-feature: Point 
Break and What’s Love Got To Do 
With It. 

Since Good Bye Dragon Inn’s ac¬ 
tion is less than riveting, it is in¬ 
evitable that its final scene of an 
empty theatre will sometimes play 
to a real-life version of the same. T 
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They were a colorful tribe: Hibiscus, late of The Cockettes 


alendare 


by Mark Mardon 


Pam’s big tent 

T he first couple of times I heard Pam Tent read from her then 
work-in-progress, Midnight at the Palace: My Life as a Fabu¬ 
lous Cockette, her wonderfully entertaining history of the 
Cockettes, I was attending some back yard salons at an art/perfor- 
mance party at Rumi Missabu’s house, alive inside and out with the 
Cockettes spirit. Given the magical splendor of the Cockettes’ party 
at the time, it wasn’t hard for me to imagine how completely trip- 
py and colorful the Cockettes must have been in their heyday. 

As “Sweet Pam,” Ms. Tent was at the center of a psychedelic car¬ 
nival on heels. They did nothing sober. Their story fascinates mod¬ 
ern audiences who think such nonsense belongs to a time long past, 
the era as portrayed in the masterful documentary on the Cock¬ 
ettes by Bill Weber and David Weissman. The duo told the Cock¬ 
ettes story cinematically using archival footage and current inter¬ 
views, and did an outstanding job. Tent has matched their artistry 
in her vivid, in-depth, first-person prose rendering. Her style flows 
easily, crisply, and is a never-ending font of hippie fabulousness. 

Last weekend Tent took to the stage at the Main Library, where 
the Hormel Center’s Jim Van Buskirk introduced her to an audi¬ 
ence of Cockettes and their followers, along with newcomers to the 
Cockettes fold, and some who may have stumbled into the room by 
accident and been amazed by the show. Tent had recently read at 
City Lights Bookstore, and has been doing readings non-stop dur¬ 
ing the book’s progress. At this event, however, she read only a cou¬ 
ple of pages from the book's introduction, then showed us a new 
film clip put together by filmmaker Weber, comprised, we were 
told, by outtakes and bits not used in the feature film. The result 
was stunning. With no titles or credits and no narration, just se¬ 
quences dubbed with Cockettes music and snatches of dialogue, 
the new tribute was a mini-masterpiece, a must-see for Cockettes 
afficianados. 

What amazes and fascinates me about the Cockettes is how they 
are successfully re-tooling their art, updating it for the times, cap¬ 
italizing on their notoriety, and doing so with an original flourish 
— but without the LSD! I witnessed their modern style at Rumi’s 
art/performance salons, with Tent’s readings, outstanding music 
performances by their friends, fashion shows, comedy and more. 
They’ve still got that old spirit! 

Starting on January 1, 2005 and running the entire month of 
January, the Cockettes will be hosting “A Cocktail of Glamour 
and Anarchy,” the latest all-out art/performance event curated by 
Original Cockette Rumi, to take place 2005 at the Giorgi Gallery, 
2911 Claremont Ave. (at Ashby) in Berkeley. There you can peruse 
original works of wearable art, hangable art, and photography by 
veteran Cockettes contributors Michael Johnstone, Bill Bowers, 
Carl Linkhart, Gustavo Villareal, David Faulk, and Joshua Frei- 
wald. Each Saturday and Sunday of the month will feature a per¬ 
formance salon from 2-4 p.m. (including one on January 9 hosted 
by yours truly), featuring many of the stellar performers long as¬ 
sociated with the Cockettes, as well a some newcomers. Details will 
be forthcoming here, but you can also keep posted with updates on 
the Giorgi Gallery website at www.giorgigallery.com ▼ 



The Whoa Nellies with Leigh Crow and Miss Connie Champagne bring 
Holiday Bubblegum Pop to Wilde Oscar's Irish Pub. See Sunday. 


Fri 17 

Margaret O’Brien 
Connie Champagne in 
A Judy Garland Christmas 
@ Castro Theatre 

That Amazing Master of Reviving Oldies, 
Empresario Marc Huestis — better than 
ever at 50! — presents A Judy Garland 
Christmas, with Margaret O'Brien live and 
in person, interviewed by KRON's own 
amazing superstar, film critic Jan Wahl! 
Plus San Francisco's brilliant, beautiful, 
beloved songstress Connie Champagne as 
Judy! (Congrats, Connie, for your super 
rendition of "Bring Him Home/I'll Be Home 
for Christmas" at "Help is on the Way for 
the Holidays"!). Special guest appearance 
by Matthew Martin as Helen Lawson from 
Valley of the Dolls singing "I'll Plant My 
Own (Christmas) Tree." Big Screen projec¬ 
tion of Vincent Minnelli's 1944 holiday 
classic Meet Me in St. Louis. Academy 
Award® winner O'Brien played "Tootie" in 
film, with its hits "The Trolly song," "The 
Boy Next Door," and "Have Yourself A 
Merry Little Christmas." Partial proceeds 
benefit Family Link, seeking to serve people 
with AIDS and other life threatening illness¬ 
es by offering hospitality to their visiting 
friends and relatives. $27.50; 7pm (at 
10pm, Ms. O'Brien will be available for an 
autograph signing in the mezzanine; and 
Huestis will also be hostessing a celebration 
of his 50th birthday!). Tix at A Different 
Light Bookstore, 489 Castro St. or online 
at ticketweb.com 

The Man Who Came To 
Dinner 

@ Theatre Rhinoceros 

Opening night: Theatre Rhinoceros contin¬ 
ues its 27th Season with the timeless Amer¬ 
ican classic comedy/farce, The Man Who 
Came To Dinner, written by Moss Hart and 
George S. Kaufman. Everyone's favorite 
nasty houseguest is here to ruin everyone's 
favorite holiday. This holiday feast stars 
that irrepressible scamp and Theatre Rhi¬ 
noceros favorite, P.A. Cooley as Sheridan 
Whiteside — The Houseguest from Hell. Di¬ 
rected by John Fisher. $15-$28. Opening 
Nights: Fri. & Sat., Dec. 17 & 18. Show- 
times: Wed.- Sat. at 8pm; Sun. Eves at 
7pm; Sun. Mats at 3pm (Dec. 19, 26 & 

Jan. 2,9). There are NO performances on 
Dec. 25 and Jan. 1. Main stage. Theatre 
Rhinoceros, 2926 16th St. (btwn Mission/ 
So. Van Ness). Tix: 415-861- 5079. Info: 
www.therhino.org 

Wesla Whitfield 
with Mike Greensill 
@ Empire Plush Room 

In concert: One of San Francisco's favorite 
divas, Wesla Whitfield, who received a huge 
ovation at the recent Richmond-Ermet 
AIDS Foundation gala, "Help is on the Way 
for the Holidays VI," at the Herbst Theatre. 
There she wheeled her wheelchair about 
with ease and grace as she sang a soulful 
rendition of "Some Children See Him (Al¬ 
fred Burt). Whitfield will be celebrating her 
25th anniversary with a special holiday 
show, "In My Life," with her husband Mike 
Greensill on piano, and John Wiitala on 
bass. $25-$30. 8pm. Special New Year's 
Eve show $45 & $90; 10:30pm). Thru Jan. 
9. Tix: 415-885-2800; www.ticketweb.com 

Princess Bride: the Play 
@ The Dark Room 

Princess Bride: The Play, Impossible Pro¬ 
duction's tribute to the hottest fairy tale 
ever written. The impossibly lovely Butter¬ 
cup falls in love with Westley, a poor per¬ 
fect farm boy who dies at the hands of the 
Dread Pirate Roberts. The fabled hunter, 


Prince Humperdinck, convinces Buttercup 
to marry him, but not before the land's 
most notorious criminal ensemble, Vizzini 
the Sicillian, Fezzik the giant and Inigo the 
fencer, kidnap her — with the mysterious 
Man in Black hot on their trail. They face 
the Cliffs of Insanity, traverse the Fire 
Swamp, rage against the Machine and go to 
the Chapel of Love; but they'll need a Mira¬ 
cle before this inconceivable epic of pas¬ 
sions ends happily ever after. Directed by 
Cameron Eng & Jim Fourniadis and pro¬ 
duced by Erin Ohanneson & Cameron Eng. 
Starring: Don Wood, Nancy Bower, Josh 
Lenn, John Filgas, Mark Para, Cameron 
Eng, Jim Fourniadis, Seanetta, Laura Drus, 
and Patrick Biggs. $15 at the door; $12.50 
at www.acteva.com/go/impprod. Fridays 
and Saturdays at 8pm; Sundays at 3pm. 
Plays Dec. 17, 18 and 19. The Dark Room 
Theater, 2263 Mission St (btwn 18th & 
19th). Info: www.darkroomsf.com 

Freedom SMACKdown 

@ ODC Theater 

Mary Armentrout, Tina D'Elia, Prado 
Gomez & JoAnn Selisker perform in Free¬ 
dom SMACKdown: "Was your freedom just 
SMACKED? We don't have the answer but 
we've got the antidote. ODC Theater has 
joined together three of its favorite local 
mavericks for a dangerous, subversive, code 
red extravaganza of hand-wringing, gender¬ 
bending, laugh-out-loud performance art... 
Watch and believe as JoAnn Selisker 
whacks holy books with a hammer, Mary 
Armentrout takes off her clothes (again), 
and Tina D'Elia rips up the concept of 
"team" so hard that you'll wonder which 
one you play for. Sure to be an instant Holi¬ 
day Classic!" Freedom SMACKdown was 
conceived and curated by ODC Theater Di¬ 
rector, Rob Bailis, after being inspired by 
the work by each of the invited artists, 
whom he'd seen in venues around the Bay. 
$15. 8pm. Three days only: Dec. 16-18. 
ODC Theater, 3153 17th St. at Shotwell. 
Tix: 415-863-9834; www.odctheater.org 

Christmas Revels @ Scottish 
Rite Theater, Lake Merritt 

California Revels presents the 19th Annual 
"Christmas Revels" — A Theatrical Cele¬ 
bration of the Winter Solstice. Featuring 
Music, Dance, Drama, and Dance of 18th 
Century Scotland. Directed by David Parr. 
Special Guest Artists: Kevin Carr (story¬ 
teller/piper/fiddler), Susan Rode Morris (so¬ 
prano) Chris Caswell (celtic musician ), 
Wendell Brooks (baritone soloist) and the 
San Francisco Scottish Fiddlers. An 
evening filled with time-honored rituals; 
traditional dances; folk plays; the high-spir¬ 
ited music of 20 fiddlers playing Scottish 
tunes; and holiday songs performed by a 
lively and talented cast of adults and chil- 



Elaborate costumes and gorgeous 
music characterize "Christmas 
Revels" at the Scottish Rite The¬ 
ater on Lake Merritt. See Friday. 


dren. $15-$42 (discounts for children 
under 12, seniors 65+ and groups of 20+); 
Group sales (20 or more) or wheelchair or¬ 
ders call 510-893-9853. Show runs Fri., 
Dec. 17 at 7:30pm; Sat., Dec. 18 at 1pm 
and 5pm; Sun., Dec. 119 at 1pm and 5pm. 
Scottish Rite Theater on Lake Merritt 
(1547 Lakeside Drive, Oakland). Tix: Tele¬ 
sails* ticket service 415-773-1181; online 
at www.calrevels.org 

Kinsey Sicks: Oy Vey in a 
Manger! @ NCTC 

America's Favorite Dragapella Beauty Shop 
Quartet return to New Conservatory Theatre 
Center with their holiday hit, Kinsey Sicks: 
Oy Vey in a Manger! This year, four stars 
shine over Bethlehem as the Kinsey Sicks 
deploy their biting musical wit and over- 
the-top drag in the global effort to stamp 
out holiday cheer. Featuring Ben Schatz as 
"Rachel," Irwin Keller as "Winnie," Chris 
Dilley as "Trampolina" and Jeff Manabat 
as "Trixie." $25-$35. Wed.-Fri. 8pm; Sat. 
& New year's Eve at 7:30pm & 10pm. Thru 
Dec. 31 (no shows Dec. 24 & 25). NCTC, 

25 Van Ness Ave. Tix/info: 415-861-8972; 
www.nctcsf.org 

Spencer Day & Friends 
@ Pan Pacific Hotel 

Tin Pan Alley Productions presents Spencer 
Day and Friends in concert, where Day will 
introduce his new composition, "Tin Pan 
Alley Blues." A benefit for Tin Pan Alley 
Productions, a project of Rainbolt Hampton 
Arts Foundation, whose mission is to pro¬ 
mote the continuation and growth of the 
Great American Songbook by producing 
community concerts, raising scholarship 
funds for musicians, and creating an online 
community resource.$25. 8pm. The Pan 
Pacific Hotel, 500 Post St. at Mason. Info: 
415-771-8600; www.tinpanalley.org 

John McCullough with Alan 
Choy @ Martuni’s 

John McCullough sings "A Little Christ¬ 
mas" with accompanist Alan Choy. Light 
the candle of your holiday spirit with Mc¬ 
Cullough's heartfelt renditions of Christmas 
favorites. Lua Hadar and Linda Kosut of 
the Kitchenettes described McCullough as 
"rich and juicy-voiced ... If a steak could 
sing, he'd be it!" Sounds yummy! $15 
cover. Two shows, at 3 & 6pm. Martuni's, 4 
Valencia St. Res: 415-241-0205. 

TRANSLATE 
@ Three Dollar Bill Cafe 

Back for its third month and growing fast 
— Youth Gender Project Presents: 
TRANSLATE: A trans youth open mic. A 
space for trans/qenderqueer youth (25 and 
under) to express themselves through poet¬ 
ry, spoken word, music etc. Ail Allies wel- 
come to attend. Youth Gender Project is a 
youth-led organization working to empower 
and advocate for trans, gender-variant and 
questioning (TGQ) youth. Free coffee! Sign 
up starts at 6:45pm/show is 7-9pm. Three 
Dollar Bill Cafe @ The LGBT Center, 1800 
Market St. Info: Brooklynne or Courtney at 
415-865-5625 or email: 
Brooklynne@youthgenderproject.org 

The Women + Trannyshack 
@ Bridge Theatre 

It is in the classic spirit of showmanship 
that has come to define The Bridge theatre, 
one of the few remaining single-screen 
movie houses successfully operating in the 
city, presents its 65th Anniversary Celebra¬ 
tion and 1939 Film Festival. Just in time 
for the holidays,-The Bridge screens The 
Women! Catfighting and bitchery abound 
in this adaptation of Clare Boothe's Broad¬ 
way hit about rumors and romance. The all¬ 
female cast includes Joan Crawford, Norma 
Shearer, Rosalind Russell, Joan Fontaine, 
Mary Boland and Paulette Goddard. Direct¬ 
ed by George Cukor ( The Philadelphia 
Story, Adam's Rib, A Star is Born). 

Evening shows on Fri. & Sat. preceded by 
live action drag sequence courtesy of the 
wild and crazy queens of Trannyshack! $8. 
Screens Fri. Dec. 17 at 1pm, 4pm, 7pm. 
Sat. Dec.18 at 1pm, 4pm, & 7pm. 3010 
Geary Blvd. Info: (415) 267-4893; 
www.bridgetheatre.com 

Powermasters! 

@ The Powerhouse 

New on Fridays: Dill Media/Raging Stallion 
Studios present Powermasters! with sexy 
models for your ogling pleasure. Give¬ 
aways. Celebrate the new porn video from 
the dirty mind of Andy dill. PEC Party with 
DJ Michael Mangiaforte. Bare-chest drink 
specials. $5. 9pm-midnight. 1347 Folsom 
St. Info: powerhouse-sf.com 


Protest @ Castro Theatre 

Audiences in Action, a group of film lovers 
committed to saving the Castro Theatre, 
have organized a "Protest to Save the Cas¬ 
tro Theatre." from 3-5pm. Say the organiz¬ 
ers: "For the past 28 years, we have taken 
the Castro Theatre for granted. We always 
assumed it would remain a unique combina¬ 
tion of beautiful movie palace and intelli¬ 
gent, innovative programming. But now this 
cultural treasure is in jeopardy. The owners' 
recent decision to dismiss Anita Monga, one 
of the top programmers in the country, has 
had repercussions that are only beginning to 
be felt. Filmmakers and distributors have 
pulled their films from the Castro's upcom¬ 
ing schedule. Because of Monga's abrupt 
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departure, the Castro's ability to present 
rare archival prints, re-released classics, 
and cutting-edge documentaries is imper¬ 
iled." The protest will be in front of the 
Castro Theatre (429 Castro St). Info: re- 
hireanita@yahoo.com; 
www.duboce.net/castro 

A Chanticleer Christmas 
@ St. Ignatius Church 

Chanticleer, the internationally acclaimed 
12-man vocal ensemble, under the direction 
of Joseph Jennings, presents "A Chanticleer 
Christmas," offering a blend of traditional 
carols, medieval and Renaissance sacred 
works, and moving spirituals. $25 gen'l ad¬ 
mission; $37 & $42 reserved seating. 8pm. 
Tix/info: chanticleer.org 

Midnight Mass: Whatever 
Happened To Baby Jane? 

@ The Bridge 

"But you are, Blanche, you are in that 
chair!" Now regarded as a camp classic, 
this suspense shocker Whatever Happened 
To Baby Jane? had audiences gasping upon 
its initial release. Bette Davis tears up the 
screen as demented former child star Baby 
Jane, who torments her crippled, wheel¬ 
chair-bound sister Blanche, an ex-movie 
queen (played by a surprisingly sympathetic 
Joan Crawford). Directed by Robert Aldrich 
(Kiss Me Deadly, Hush...Hush, Sweet Char¬ 
lotte). (1962). For this Bridge Theatre An¬ 
niversary show, Peaches Christ will hostess 
a special one off Midnight Mass show with 
sidekick Martiny, as they present their 
brand new short film. Whatever Happened 
to Peaches Christ? 

Queer Leather Nosh 
@ Three Dollar Bill Cafe 

noon-3 pm: San Francisco Queer Leather 
Nosh (formerly the Munch), for anyone ages 
18 and over in the leather community of 
any gender or sexuality who identies as 
queer. Please note: no outside food is al¬ 
lowed as the Three Dollar Bill Cafe is good 
business trying to make money (and they 
are also very good to us and welcoming) For 
those who have never been or heard of a 
nosh/munch, this is a gathering of like- 
mided people to discuss anything and every¬ 
thing under the sun, as well as a place to 
meet new people. Three Dollar Bill Cafe, 

1st floor, SF LGBT Community Center, 

1800 Market St. 

TeMa @ El Rio 

KARMA presents TeMA, offering The Best 
World Music in the City! DJ's Garcia ( 
KARMA, The End-Up) and Suresh (6 De¬ 
grees Records) bring you the hottest Salsa, 
Samba, Desi Beats, Dancehall, Reggaeton, 
Afrobeat, Hip-Hop, Bhangra, and House! 

Hot Go-Go Dancers. Hookas on the patio. 
New Outdoor Heaters. All Nations and Per¬ 
suasions Welcome. Free b4 10pm; $5 after. 
10pm-2 am. El Rio, 3158 Mission St. (near 
24th St. BART). Info: 415-282-3325; 
www.elriosf.com 

Sugar @ The Stud 

One of SF's longest-running, most success¬ 
ful queerish nightclub, Sugar, offers pure 
House Music with resident DJS's Ellen Fer- 
rato & Leonard and Naz, plus special guest 
DJ's. Free b4/ 11pm. 9:30pm - 4am. The 
Stud, 9th & Harrison. Info: StudSF.com 



Arts & Crafts Sale 
and Open House 
@The Crucible, Oakland 

The Crucible, an industrial and fine arts ed¬ 
ucation center located in West Oakland, 
presents the "Gifty Arts and Crafts Sale 
and Winter Open House" Handmade crafts, 
jewelry, furniture, ceramics, glass beads, 
vessels, and baubles, recycled steel sculp¬ 
tures, neon wall art, etc in our massive in¬ 
door warehouse in West Oakland to eager 
holiday shoppers. Learn about The Cru¬ 
cible's classes in the fine and industrial 
arts. Event includes kids activities, student 
and faculty art sale, a bronze pour (on Sat¬ 
urday only), industrial art demonstrations 
such as glass flameworking and welding, 
fire performances and more. Food and re¬ 


freshments will be available. Proceeds bene¬ 
fit participating artists and The Crucible's 
arts education programs. The Crucible is an 
arts education center that fosters a collabo¬ 
ration of arts, industry and community. 
Through training in the fine and industrial 
arts, The Crucible promotes creative ex¬ 
pression, reuse of materials and innovative 
design while serving as an accessible arts 
venue for the public. The Crucible is a non¬ 
profit 501(c)(3) organization. Sat. & Sun., 
Dec. 18 & 19.10am-5pm Sat.; 10am-4pm 
Sun. The Crucible, 1260 7th Street at 
Union, Oakland. Info: 510.444.0919; 
www.thecrucible.org 

Winter Solstice Craft’s Faire 
@ CELLspace 

Local Artisans & Crafts people will sell 
their treasures including clothing, jewelry, 
marionettes, dolls, handpuppets, glassware, 
sculpture, mosaics, & much more. CELL¬ 
space is a vibrant community of artistsArti- 
sans working in their studios, offering per¬ 
formances, and creating community. 10am 
to 6pm. 2050 Bryant St. 

Whoa Nellies’ Holiday 
Extravaganza 
@ Wilde Oscar’s 

San Francisco's Queer Bubblegum Preser¬ 
vation Society The Whoa Nellies present 
their annual holiday extravaganza at Wilde 
Oscar's Irish Pub. Featuring the vocal 
artistry of Leigh Crow and Miss Connie 
Champagne, the Nellies will sing their fave 
one-hit wonder hits from the 1960's while 
toasting the best of the holiday season. Best 
of all, this show is absolutely free! 6:30- 
10pm. Wilde Oscar's, 1900 Folsom at 15th 
St. Info: 415-621-7145. 

Seth Montfort 
@ Victorian Englander 
House 

Victorian Englander House presents Christ¬ 
mas and Solstice Music featuring Seth 
Montfort, piano. Two Gargantuan Piano 
Battles in Symphony Space: 1. Old World 
Piano Symphony A. Castle B. Cathedral C. 
Carnival. 2. Aztec Piano Symphony. $7- 
$12. 3PM. Victorian Englander House, 

807 Franklin St. @ Turk. Info: 415-362- 
6080; www.sfclassicalmusic.com 

Holiday Queer Tango 
@ Synergy School 

Queer Ballroom presents "Holiday Queer 
Tango Dance!" No partner or experience 
needed. 4pm beginners & intermediate steps 
Argentine Tango Workshop by Eva from 
BeBoppin' Babes! 5:30-7pm Milonga Prac- 
tica — dance to traditional and contempo¬ 
rary Argentine tango music. $10 donation 
(free if under 21; half off if enrolled in 
Mon. or Wed. Swing, Salsa or Ballroom 
classes. Synergy School, 1387 Valencia at 
25th (near 24th St. BART). Info: 415-305- 
8242; QueerBallroom.com 

Musicians for Peace Holiday 
Groove @ StudioZ 

Come party for the planet and a U.S. Dept, 
of Peace. Join the DoPeace Campaign. A 
benefit for Musicians and Fine Artists for 
World Peace with the blessing of Dennis 
Kucinich. Jolie De Pauw of Lotus Dog will 
perform with many other Kucinich Butterfly 
People. Featuring Musicians for Peace with 
Sherry Glaser, Fontain's M.U.S.E., 

Laramie Crocker, Cyoakha Grace of Land 
of the Blind and a cast of too many to 
count. Kirtan by Maha Kirtan with 
Saraswati, Jean & Richard (PeaceFest, 
Golden Gate Park). Mary Eberspacher per¬ 
forms a crystal bowl toning and chanting. 
Steve Bhaerman (aka Swami Beyondanan- 
da) and Glaser do comedy routines, includ¬ 
ing Glaser's "Activist Mom." Cindy Shee¬ 
han of Military Families Speak Out 
(www.mfso.org) shares her spiritual journey 
since losing son Casey Sheehan in Sadr 
City, Bagdad, Iraq on April 4,2004. Crock¬ 
er performs his song "Cargo" in honor of 
Casey Sheehan. Karil Daniels, the producer 
of Voices of Dissent, will show an 8-minute 
trailer of her documentary about authentic 
patriotism and protecting First Amendment 
rights. The revolution will be televised! Stu¬ 
dioZ Gallery, 1515 Folsom at 11th. Info: 
www.artintoindustry.net 



Jeff Compasso 
@ Stormy Leather 

West Hollywood fine art photographer Jeff 
Compasso shows his latest human form pho¬ 
tographs at the new gallery space at Stormy 
Leather. Compasso's dramatic black & 
white images range from classical nudes to 
edgy fetish. Show also includes his recent 
color work. Signed, limited edition gallery 
prints available for sale during show. Open 
daily from 12 noon-7pm. Stormy Leather, 
1158 Howard St. Info: 415-626-0305; 
www.JeffCompasso.com 

Melissa Etheridge Info 
Network 

@ Soluna Cafe & Lounge 

10th Anniversary Melissa Etheridge Fan 
Club & DVD Release Party! Come celebrate 
the 10 Year Anniversary of Melissa’ 
Etheridge's official fan club. The Melissa 
Etheridge Information Network, and the re¬ 
lease of her latest DVD/CD Lucky Live! 

Party it up with other fans of Melissa and 
have a chance to take part in a special raf¬ 
fle to win some exclusive Melissa Etheridge 
memorabilia. Your party hosts: Susan 
Caust, Staci Fricker & Heather McNeilly. 
6:30pm. Soluna Cafe & Lounge ~ 272 
McAllister St. (at Larkin, Civic Center 
Plaza). Info: 415-621-2200. Info: 
www.melissaetheridge.com 



The YuleTards: A Punk Rock 
Christmas @ Stud Bar 

Blast away all that tinsel and good cheer 
with Princess Kennedy and the return to 
Trannyshack of "A Punk Rock Christmas," 
featuring the YuleTards (Princess Kennedy, 
Deena Davenport, Jazizi Cappuccino, Bren- 
duh Suppository Spelling, Jason EIDiablo 
and newest Tard Metal Patricia). As always 
with your hostess Heklina, DJ Derek, and 
Mi$$ Chocolate. $7. 10pm-3am (show at 
midnight). The Stud Bar, 9th & Harrison. 
Info: www.princesskennedy.com 

Ancient Solstice Ritual for 
Queer Women @ MCC-SF 

Celebrate the winter solstice with a spirited 
and diverse group of queer women from all 
over the Bay area. Women from all reli¬ 
gious traditions and no religious tradition 
will participate and all are most welcome. 
We will walk the spiral, following the foot¬ 
steps of all the circles of women who have 
come before us. Led by the elders of Wom- 
enSpirit at MCCSF. All who identify as 
women are welcome. No charge. 7- 
8:30pm. Metropolitan Community Church 
San Francisco. 150 Eureka St., SF (be¬ 
tween 18th and 19th). Info: info@mccsf.org 



Women’s Full Moon 
Gathering, Change Makers 
Books, Oakland 

All women & girls are invited to share an 
evening of nourishment and sisterhood. 
Enjoy music, poetry, dance, storytelling & 
tarot. Make an offering of your special 
gifts. Please RSVP and let us know if you'd 
like to contribute a song, poem or group ex¬ 
ercise. Please bring Drums, Rattles & 
Potluck dish to share. Festive Moon Attire 
encouraged but not required. Blessed Be! 
FREE (shopping before & after always en¬ 
couraged). 7-9:30pm. Change Makers 
Books & Gifts for Women 6536 Telegraph 
Ave. (4 blocks south of Ashby, on the corner 
of 66th and Telegraph), Oakland. RSVP: 
510-655-2405. Info: www.ChangeMakers- 
ForWomen.com 



Latke Ball @ The Factory 

Latke Ball - The hottest hippest Jewish 
party of the year! More than 1,000 Young 
Jewish Adults talking, dancing, drinking 
and celebrating. Come, meet people, make 
new friends and have an amazing night. 
Music: DJ Ean Golden & DJ Blaqwest spin¬ 
ning 80s, funk + hip hop. Special Guest Is¬ 
raeli DJ. Dress: Club Attire, $30 door. 
9pm-2am. The Factory, 525 Harrison St 
(at 1st). Tix/info: www.latkeball.org 
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Buffing up for ‘Bad Education’ 


by David Lamble 


magine my shock, upon meet¬ 
ing Spanish actor Fele Mar¬ 
tinez, to see that he has shed 
the splendid mane of hair that 
framed his boyish features in films 
like Lovers of the Arctic Circle, Talk 
To Her and now, Bad Education. 
Martinez, who cut his acting teeth 
in Spanish TV, says this trio of 
films has altered his career as 
much as working with Bad Educa¬ 
tion director Pedro Almodovar al¬ 
tered his body. 

Co-stars Gael Garcia Bernal 
and Martinez would “go to the 
gym every morning. It was like 
hard labor in the morning, savage. 
And a terrible, terrible diet: fish, 
meat, no sweets, no bread, zero 
beer. My personality changed. I 
was angry at everyone at first. But 
the results are there. When the 
shooting comes, you look gor¬ 
geous, you feel strong, and your 
attitude in front of the camera 
changes.” 

A decade ago, after the negative 
reviews for Kika, a film that used a 
rape scene to satirize tabloid 
media, Almodovar told me that 
some of his American fans were 
awaiting another male-oriented 
thriller like Law of Desire. “I’m 
sorry that my gay fans miss char¬ 
acters like these. But don’t worry, 
there’ll be a strong gay film in the 
future.” With Bad Education, 
Almodovar has finally redeemed 
this promise. 

Opening with a Vertigo-like 
credit sequence and a score that 
contains more than a hint of 
Bernard Herrman, Bad Education 
finds a young film director, En¬ 
rique (Martinez), looking through 
the tabloids for saucy story ideas. 
One concerns a woman in Taiwan 
who “threw herself into a pool full 
of crocodiles. While the crocodiles 
were devouring her, the woman 
hugged one of them without mak¬ 
ing a sound.” 

His creative juices flowing, En¬ 
rique receives a visitor: a hand¬ 
some young man (Bernal) who 


says he’s Enrique’s long-lost 
friend, Ignacio. Sixteen years ago, 
Enrique and Ignacio’s schoolboy 
romance was cruelly ended by an 
evil priest. Ignacio, who insists on 
being called Angel, hands Enrique 
a short story that details the 
priest’s duplicity and abusive be¬ 
havior, but adds a film noir coda 
in which a mysterious transsexual 
seeks revenge. No other living di¬ 
rector could deliver the lessons be¬ 
hind the priestly abuse (along 
with a poignant if bizarre Spanish 
version of “Moon River”) while 
giving us the romance of two an¬ 
gelic-looking Catholic schoolboys 
who bond while jacking off at the 
movies. 

Eye contact 

Martinez says the stunning 


G. Garcia Bernal 

M Arts cover 

ments,’ and therefore it was a fun¬ 
damentalist decision. They are be¬ 
having fundamentalist, which is 
scary.” 

In the 2002 art-house hit The 
Crime of Father Amaro, Bernal be¬ 
came a poster-boy for the mis¬ 
deeds of priests (Father Amaro se¬ 
duces a young virgin). Director 
Carlos Carrera says Bernal brings 
a special, incendiary quality to the 
screen. “He can be the most inno¬ 
cent, angelic character; and he also 
has this evil in his eyes.” 

Now, in Pedro Almodovar’s 
new film Bad Education, Bernal 
plays an angry transsexual who re¬ 
turns to a church school to black¬ 
mail the priest who abused him as 
a student. Bernal says both films 
offer the Catholic hierarchy an 
opportunity for a kind of public 
repentance. 

“If there existed such a thing as 
a progressive Catholic Church, 
they would use these films to 
purge, to acknowledge that things 
like this [the abuse of women and 
molestation of altar boys] occur, 
that they’re going to clean up their 
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Latin 
& House 
music. 

Free 

Before 10pm 

with Ad. 2111 Mill ST., 0MB, Cl 94612 

* PISS HOI IllOMCttlMTS. 510.4142200 


La Bota 
Loca 

Saturdays 
Cumbia, 
Banda, 
Norteha 
& Pop. 


swimming-pool scenes between him 
and Bernal took a week to film. 
“While Angel is giving me his ideas 
[for shooting his story], I’m ques¬ 
tioning him with my eyes. Angel 
wants to play [the drag role], and I’m 
morbidly curious, because I don’t re¬ 
ally know who is this person.” 

While the Spanish Church has 
not been rocked by scandals like 
its American counterpart, the 
people of Spain know the same 
things have been happening. “We 
all know it, but we don’t want to 
talk about it. Over time, the 
Church has covered everything 
up. It’s a very perverse kind of love 
that basically drives the characters 
[affected by the abuse] into 
pulling away from each other, and 
then finding one another again.” 
Opens Wed., Dec. 22. T 



Fele Martinez and Gael Garcia Marquez in Almodovar's Bad Education 


transnational business, and also 
respect the faith of people who 
believe in it. That’s what these 
priests do, they take advantage of 
peoples’ faith, and they destroy it.” 

Bernal adds that one of the 
problems confronting the 
Catholic Church is its use of litur¬ 
gical language to put a better face 
on dark deeds. “It’s not a sin to 
play with kids, no, it’s a crime, and 
I think they should be punished.” 

Doubly blessed 

Not many actors face such an 
embarrassment of riches: pro¬ 
moting two art-house hits that 
are competing for awards and 
critical kudos. The Motorcycle Di¬ 
aries, directed by Brazilian Walter 
Salles, stars Bernal as the 23-year- 
old Che Guevera, embarking on 
a bike trip across South America 
with a fellow medical student in 
1952. Discovering a continent 
marked by breathtaking beauty 
and chronic poverty, the young 
Che has, by film’s end, become 
the embryonic revolutionary 
whose image is perhaps one of 
the world’s more revered and re¬ 
viled. 

Bernal is also brilliantly show¬ 
cased in the latest example of di¬ 
rector Pedro Almodovar’s cinema 
of men behaving badly. The Span¬ 
ish master is at his best in Bad Ed¬ 
ucation, a triple-barreled homage 
to Hitchcock, Billy Wilder and 
himself. Inspired by a scene in 
Almodovar’s dark comedy Law of 
Desire (’86), Bad Education sizzles 


with an electric triple-role turned 
in by Bernal, who is beautiful and 
deadly both as a Barbara Stan¬ 
wyck-like femme fatale and a boy¬ 
ish enfant terrible young actor 
looking for a killer part. 

The film’s no cheat in the sex¬ 
ual sizzle department: Bernal’s 
three characters all perform oper- 
atically, giving and receiving. 
We’re offered a delectable, full- 
frontal, wet-jockey-shorts shot, as 
well as a reprise of Bernal’s under¬ 
water ballet from Y Tu Mama. But 
Almodovar warns that these char¬ 
acters do not regard sex as “a 
source of pleasure, but one of pain 
for everyone else.” 

Inner tranny 

Sipping tea from good hotel 
china, Bernal is amused but exas¬ 
perated when I. cite The New York 
Times' report of creative differ¬ 
ences between himself and 
Almodovar about his racy love 
scenes with Spanish hottie Fele 
Martinez. The Times' Lynn 
Hirschberg quoted Bernal saying, 
“Everyone has their own inner 
transvestite, but my inner trans¬ 
vestite is Mexican-Caribbean, and 
that’s a very different way of 
putting on a show than Pedro’s.” 
Bernal shoots back that the Times 
report was grossly overstated. “In 
any creative process, there is al¬ 
ways conflict, but that conflict had 
nothing to do with what they’ve 
always been inventing. It’s crazy 
what they’ve been saying. How 
could I have wanted to do a Mex¬ 


ican drag queen? That’s crazy, I 
mean, it’s a Spanish drag queen. 
The conflict was because of the 
creative process, as with any other 
director. 

“With Alfonso Cuaron, it was a 
way more conflicting experience 
to do Y Tu Mama because of ideas 
that we all had. Conflict just 
means it was complex. There was 
never a fight. It’s weird to even talk 
about it, because you can see the 
work, it’s there on screen, and you 
see I have no problem doing it. If 
I had a problem, I wouldn’t do it. 
I’m grown up enough so as not to 
be abused in that sense.” 

In Motorcycle Diaries, Bernal’s 
backseat lovemaking with the ac¬ 
tress playing Che’s girlfriend is so 
frisky we can see his skin redden. 
Later, Bernal gives a such a heart¬ 
felt portrayal of the young Che’s 
nearly fatal asthma attack that we 
actually fear for the actor’s safety. 
Bernal says the realism stems from 
the fact that he’s also asthmatic. 

The actor confesses that one of 
the hardest of his celebrated love 
scenes was with his buddy Diego 
Luna. The scene, which startled 
audiences worldwide, had the two 
young friends go from a tentative 
kiss to full lovemaking as the 
scene ends. “I think that happened 
with a bunch of tequilas that we 
had. Doing any sex scene, it’s hard. 
But I get more nervous doing a 
sex scene with a girl I like than 
with my best friend, Diego. Actu¬ 
ally, with him, I get nervous, be¬ 
cause I’m going to giggle!” T 



Unreal city 


W hen 81-year-old retired janitor Henry Darger died in 1973, his landlords discovered hundreds of 
watercolors and paintings, bizarre landscapes of little girls, whose pretty dresses sometimes but 
not always concealed their penises, waging fearsome battles against the forces of evil. 

The other half of Darger's lifework was more than 15,000 single-spaced, typed pages of his novel In the 
Realms of the Unreal , the epic saga of the virtuous Vivian girls and their religious war against the evil 
Glandelinian army. Jessica Yu's documentary about the great American outsider artist opens Wednesday, 
December 22, at the Castro Theatre. ▼ 
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really cares 
what you think? 



Your opinions make a difference to us 
in delivering news, features, events, 
special offers and advertisements. 


To serve our readers best, we invite you to take a few 
minutes and respond to our online survey. You may even win 
one of the prizes listed below just for taking part. 

FIRST PRIZE: $1100 travel certificate for any bookings 
through Supreme Travel, San Francisco. 

SECOND PRIZE: Resort weekend for 2 at the Russian 
River, Guerneville. 

Random drawing for various prizes (movie passes, comics, 
gift certificates] for the next 50 qualified entrants. 

Ew/Irea^porter 

To participate go to 
http://go.hpoisurveys.com/NGNG 
for more details. 

NOTE: If you are willing to take our survey, we promise to keep your identity completely confidential. 
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fluto Crolico 

purveyor of vintage porn 
& fine dildos 
4077ft 18th Street 

415-861-5787 
open every cloy 


we buy 



photos, videos, dvd's & magazines 

call 

Steve 

415 - 621 - 1188 


days, or 

Patrick 

415 - 810-2325 

evenings & weekends 



The cock cometh 

Much ado in the Year of the Rooster 


by Mister Marcus 


he Year of the Monkey 
(2004) is winding down and 
everyone is frantically fin¬ 
ishing up their holiday shopping. 
The new year approaches, the Year 
of the Rooster on the Chinese cal¬ 
endar. But don’t start crowing just 
yet, because it’s still Christmas 
shopping time, with great bargains 
available at most leather stores 
around the country. You can still 
go ape over bondage geer! 

In San Francisco, you have 
Stompers Boots, Mister S, Image 
Leather and A Taste of Leather to 
choose from. Farther afield, you 
have Leather Masters in San Jose, 
Northbound Leather in Toronto, 
and CJ’s Leather in Denver. Many 
other leather-oriented emporia 
offer merchandise online. If or¬ 
dering via Internet, do it immedi¬ 
ately for Christmas delivery. You 
wouldn’t want to disappoint your 
favorite man or woman on Christ¬ 
mas morning would you? 

The leather “contest circuit” 
has pretty much played out for 
2004, but next year the mad¬ 
ness starts anew with scores 
of weekend leather 
events scheduled. The 
IML 2005 roster is grow¬ 
ing, growing, and more 
names are being added 
to the list almost every 
week. 

The more sea¬ 
soned events produc¬ 
ers already have their 
stuff “out there” — and then there 
are those who wait until the last 
minute, with press releases almost 
always lacking full information. 
Bah! Humbug! It pays to get your 
guy (or woman) “out there”. The 
earlier the better! 

Since IML director Bill Stadt 
will not be attending MAL in D.C. 
next month, no word has been re¬ 
ceived (yet) as to when the IML 
2005 Judges will be made known, 
but already, several IML 2005 
hopefuls will be there to meet 
each other and hopefully learn 
who their judges will be in Chica¬ 
go in May. 

Here’s a short list of major 
events scheduled in 2005, by no 
means complete: 

January 

Of course the Mid-Atlantic 
Leather weekend is scheduled for 
January 14-16. The host hotel, 
Washington Plaza is already sold 
out but other hotels within a 
block of the “action” are still avail¬ 
able. Click on: www.leatherweek- 
end.com for more information. 

The Sun Bears Weekend in San 



Mark Legault is Mr. Montreal 
Leather and advances to compete 
at IML 2005 in Chicago next 
May. 


Diego promises to be fun with a 
side trip to Rosarita Beach in 
Mexico the weekend of January 
13-16. For information, email to: 
boyred69@yahoo.com. 

The third annual “Beef Dip” 
weekend cruise to Puerto Val- 
larta is scheduled for the week¬ 
end of January 23 through 
30th. It’s a leather & bear 
collaboration with scores 
of events in that quaint 
little city South of Ze 
Border. For information, 
surf to www.beefdip.com 
and tell them David 
Kloss sent you! To re¬ 
serve your space, go to 
www.Leatherandbear- 

tours.com 

The last weekend of January 
(Jan 28-30) is the Mr. Chicago 
Leather Contest at the Touche Bar, 
Besides the Meet 8c Greet on Fri¬ 
day, there’s a cocktail party, a tour 
of the Leather Archives 8c Muse¬ 
um, a play party at the Bijou The¬ 
ater and the contest itself. IML 
2003 John Pendal repeats as the 
master of ceremonies. For more 
info, email to: chicagoleatherdad- 
dy@sbcglobal.net. The host hotel 
is Heart ‘O’ Chicago. Call (773) 
271-9181 or visit online at 
www.heartochicago.com 

The same weekend is Flesh 8c 
Fantasy weekend in Dallas plus 
the Mr. Texas Leather 2005 contest 
and the So. Central Leather 
Sir/boy competition. The week¬ 
end package is only $25 and you 
can get more info at www.dal- 
laseagle.com. The same weekend 
is the Mr. Padlock Leather contest 
at the Padlock Bar in Phoenix, but 
no details were furnished at my 
deadline. 

February 

February is a busy month in 



The pride of Kansas City, Missouri, 
is Randy Wrisinger, Mr. Dixie 
Belle Leather 2005. He advances 
to compete at IML next May. 


the Midwest. It’s the Heart of 
America Leather Weekend (Febru¬ 
ary 4-6) in Kansas City, with most 
events at the Dixie Belle. They’ll be 
choosing Heart of America 
Leather Man, Leather Woman, 
Leather Boy and Leather Girl with 
Kansas City Leather University on 
Saturday February 5. For info: 
www.kcleatheruniversity.com. 

The weekend of February 18- 
20 is the 10th annual Mr. Cell 
Block Leather Contest at that 
world-famous bar and the Pan¬ 
theon of Leather presentation. A 
mortgage burning celebration at 
the Leather Archives 8c Museum 
will take place on Sunday. 

The weekend of February 24- 
27 is the South Plains Leather Fest 
in Dallas. Lots of activities in store 
for you. For info, email to 
Lhang@aol.com. 

March 

Early spring will be busy sea¬ 
son at the Russian River and in 
San Diego, St. Louis, Los Angeles 
and Berlin, and Germany. 

From March 4-6, it’s the Pacif¬ 
ic West Bootblack 2005 competi¬ 
tion at Fife’s in Guerneville, up at 
the Russian River. For more info, 
surf to: www.geocities.com/paci- 
ficwestbootblack.com. 

That same weekend is the Mr. 
San Diego Leather contest in that 
city, and the Mr. Missouri Leather 
Contest in St. Louis. 

Mama Reinhardt’s annual 
Breast Cancer Emergency Fund 
dinner at the ARC in San Francis¬ 
co will happen on Saturday, 
March 12. 

The City of the Angels hosts 
the Mr. Los Angeles Leather 2005 
competition and will probably 
have nine contestants from their 
feeder contests and the LAL Silver 
next page ► 



EVENTURES IN LEATHER 


Friday, December 17 

Exiles host a Leather Swap Meet in the Women's 
Bldg (18th St. near Valencia). Doors open at 
1930, program at 2000 to 2200. 

Saturday, December 18 

Eagle Tavern "Winter Solstice" party around 
2000 featuring "food, drink and live music" by 
Sub-Arachnoid Space. Hey, it's free! 

Wednesday, December 22 

Daddy's Bar "Naughty or Nice" Xmas Party 
tonight from 2000 to 2400. Special entertainment, 
and Santa's "elves" may stop by! 

Weekend, January 14-16, 2005 

Mid-Atlantic Leather Weekend in Washington, 

D.C. by the Centaur MC. Weekend package is only 
$109 until Jan. 1st, $125 after that. Tug Taylor 


steps aside for a successor. Go to: www.Leather- 
Weekend.com. 

January 13-16: 

Sun Bears Weekend in San Diego includes a side 
trip to Rosarita Beach, Mr. Bear San Diego, etc. 
Email to: boyred69@yahoo,.com. 

Weekend, January 28-30 

Mr. Chicago Leather contest at the Touche Bar in 
the Windy City. Judging: Joey Arteaga, Jason Hen¬ 
drix, Ron Walters, Thom Dombkowski and emceed 
by IML 2003 John Pendal. Don't miss this one! 

Flesh & Fantasy in Dallas, Texas and the Mr. 
Texas Leather 2005 Contest and So. Central 
Leather Sir/boy contest. Weekend pkg. is only 
$25. For info: www.dallaseagle.com. 

Mr. Padlock Leather contest in Phoenix, Ari¬ 
zona, but no details available at deadline. 
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Holiday cocktails 


by Sweet Lips 


W ho remembers the Dalt 
Club, Gangway and 
Queen Mary’s Pub? The 
Gangway is still around, of 
course, now the oldest gay bar in 
San Francisco! The others are part 
of our colorful history. Some of 
us remember the bars well, and 
also that Great Daddy Joe Roland 
managed them! Well, I just re¬ 
ceived a Christmas card and note 
from Joe, and he is doing well, 
having changed his occupation. 
Believe it or not, he has been a 
brother in a Friary for many 
years! 

Yet another local is moving out 
of town. The fabulous Dee from 
Aunt Charlie’s Lounge is leaving, 
and certainly will be missed by all 
the regulars, and especially by me. 

Yes, it is the end, temporarily, 
of the Club Rendez-Vous, until 
they find a new space. So if any 
bars need excellent help, contact 


them at (415) 673-7911. 

You should see the great Christ¬ 
mas decor at Gingers’ Trois! Mason 
and his staff have gone all out for 
the holidays, so drop in and be 
merry! Thanks again, Mason, for 
hosting my excellent birth¬ 
day bash! 

Steve Suss, 

owner of th£ Em¬ 
bers/Avenue in ( 

Portland, is having 
a super 70th Birthday 
Bash for that mad, 
wonderful 
woman of 

camp, the one 
and only Marne! Also known as 
David Hamilton, Marne is the 6th 
Empress of Portland, and possess¬ 
es more talent in her little finger 
than most people have in their 
whole body. Happy Birthday, 
honey! 

Just had a phone call from 
Greta Grass, who wants to wish 
everyone a Happy Holiday! She 
sounds great on the phone. Love 


you, Greta! 

That stud Charlie, formerly of 
the Giraffe and Sutter’s Mill, is 
doing a great job of managing 
Kimo’s. The bar is as lively as ever, 
with live music up¬ 
stairs, and a great bar 
downstairs. 

The Cinch Saloon is 
planning some spectacu¬ 
lar events between now 
and the first of the year. 
Their parties are al¬ 
ways a blast, so 
check them out. 

If you are out 
in the Castro (is 
anyone not out in the Castro?), 
drop by The Edge and enjoy the 
lovely clientele and the most 
handsome bartenders. Treat your¬ 
self to a little holiday libation, and 
tell them Lips sent you. 

Of course, you should also 
drop by The Mix and mingle with 
the fine crowd there, and meet the 
popular Marlow, still handsome 
and young after all these years. ▼ 



SF Ballet 

◄ page 27 

then what I wanted to do.” The 
budding young musician went to 
the Royal College of Music, where 
he studied with the legendary 
Norman Del Mar, a conductor 
and author of a definitive three- 
volume biography of Richard 
Strauss. 

In 1987, Mogrelia, already a 
working conductor, studied at 
Tanglewood with Leonard Bern¬ 
stein, during “a life-changing 
summer.” He was soon conduct¬ 
ing for the London Festival Ballet 
and traveling widely. “I didn’t 
want to be a music director then. 
For 10-15 years I enjoyed the trav¬ 
el.” His peripatetic lifestyle took 
him from Australia to Bratislava, 
where he made a dozen recordings 
for Naxos. 

“About four years ago, though, 


I began to want to settle down, to 
live in one place. Directing a ballet 
company seemed like a good idea. 
My agent told me in London in 
2001 that San Francisco was look¬ 
ing for a music director. I was con¬ 
ducting at American Ballet The¬ 
ater when I got an e-mail from 
Helgi asking if I could conduct at 
SFB in 2003. My partner, who is 
Brazilian and had formerly been a 
chef, was sympathetic to the move. 
He’s now studying interior design 
at Academy of Art College.” 

Mogrelia will conduct at least 
half of the 27 performances of 
Nutcracker. (The two-a-day 
schedule is too exhausting to do 
them all.) He’s excited about the 
world premiere production and 
its musical demands. “The orches¬ 
tra is great; we’re really enjoying 
the rehearsals. And we have even 
contracted for the Boy’s Chorus to 
sing live at every performance [in 
the Snow Scene, usually done on 


tape]. We’re not using any synthe¬ 
sizers while I’m here,” he says 
fiercely. 

Mogrelia’s biggest musical pas¬ 
sions are contemporary scores — 
he’s thrilled about leading Bern¬ 
stein’s Dybbuk next April — and 
Russian romantics. Oddly, he 
doesn’t care much for British 
music. “I definitely do not have an 
affinity for English music, though 
I have conducted Britten and 
Elgar. Give me John Adams any 
day. He has elevated so-called 
. ‘minimalism’ to a higher kind of 
music. In fact, I had just been to 
hear an Adams piece at the Barbi¬ 
can when I got the call from Helgi 
offering me the San Francisco Bal¬ 
let job. This is a wonderful com¬ 
pany with gifted dancers, and it is 
a pleasure to be working daily 
with such interesting people.” ▼ 


www.sfballet.org 


The Sea Inside 

<4 page 29 

convince an audience viewing his 
charismatic portrayal of Ramon 
Sampedro (posthumously fa¬ 
mous in Spain for a book of ro¬ 
mantic poetry and an impas¬ 
sioned account of his struggle to 
die, Letters from Hell ) that this 
man had nothing to live for. 
“People are expecting to watch a 
man who’s stuck in sorrow, and 
you will find a bright mind in a 
kind of peaceful body. He’s 
helped a lot of people to solve 
their own problems, he has a 
strong sense of humor, he just has 
a strong will of dying, because he 
feels that his life is not dignified 


anymore. 

“You, as an audience, start to 
love that person, and wish he 
wouldn’t die; and that’s exactly 
what happened to him. In the 
name of love, you’ll make him live 
a life he didn’t want to live.” 

Brotherly love 

The movie allowed Sampedro’s 
surviving family members to gain 
perspective on their loss, includ¬ 
ing an older brother who bitterly 
fought Sampedro’s decision to 
take his life. “When the brother 
saw the film, he said, ‘Well, I guess 
I’m the bad guy.’ He realized the 
portrait of him in the movie was 
an act of love.” 

Bardem says the love between 
Sampedro and two women who 


popped up late in his life (one, a 
lawyer, herself disabled, tried to 
assist his legal struggle; and the 
other, a housewife, tried desper¬ 
ately to persuade him to go on liv¬ 
ing) was a special problem for a 
man deprived of his freedom to 
move, who feared being overcome 
by the most out-of-control emo¬ 
tion. “That’s why he says, ‘Listen, I 
don’t want anybody close to me. I 
know how painful it is for any¬ 
body who. loves me, knowing I’m 
going to die.’” 

Bardem says, as someone who 
tried unsuccessfully to write with 
Sampedro’s breath-controlled 
computer, the fact the man wrote 
two books is amazing. “I know I 
tried, and I could barely write my 
name.” Opens Friday. ▼ 


Mister Marcus 

<4 previous page 

Lake Street Festival on Sunset 
Blvd. It all happens on Sunday. 
For info: www.MrLALeather.com. 
In Berlin, it’s the Mr. Leather 


Germany 2005 contest during the 
Easter Leather 8c Fetish Fair. For 
more info: www.blf.de. 

April 

Mid-spring sees the 9th Annu¬ 
al Leather Leadership Conference 
in Phoenix on the weekend of 


April 8-10. Also happening that 
weekend is Tribal Fire in Okla¬ 
homa City. For info: www.tribal- 
fireokc.com 

That should keep you busy 
planning, making reservations 
and getting into the spirit of the 
Year of the Rooster. ▼ 





You never know who 

i’ll meet oiSFRADLANDS 1 



fBADLANDS 

18th Street Near Castro 

Dancing Every Night / Everyone Welcome 

Domestic Bottled Beer 5 125 / Well Drinks $ 3.50 

Happy Hour Cocktails "2 for 1 
Monday-Sat til 8pm / Must be 21 with ID 
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Holiday approaches 

Seasonal music of all sorts on disc 


by Jason Serinus 


Christmas with Leontyne Price; 
Joy to the World, Joan Suther¬ 
land; Christmas Festival, Renata 
Tebaldi (all Decca) 

o lover of vocal music can 
afford to be without these 
fabled recitals from three of 
the greatest operatic sopranos of 
the last 50 years. 



The great soprano Leontyne 
Price joined forces with Herbert 
von Karajan and the silky Vienna 
Philharmonic in 1961, when she 
was approaching her absolute 
prime. Their fabled Christmas 
recording for RCA Living Stereo 
mixes such Christmas classics as 
“Silent Night” with works by 
Bach, Schubert and Mozart. The 
“O Holy Night” is tremendous, 
the unaccompanied “Sweet liT 
Jesus” priceless. Price pours out 
such a radiant stream of sensual 
highs that one can only dream of 
curling up in her throat and 


purring sweet nothings into eter¬ 
nity. 

Coloratura Sutherland, accom¬ 
panied in her prime year of 1965 
by the New Philharmonia Orches¬ 
tra and queenly husband Richard 
Bonynge, dazzles beyond belief. 
Everything is pitched in high keys 
to show off Joanie’s brilliant upper 
range, with more than a few trills, 
variations and cadenzas thrown in 
for good measure. While some se¬ 
lections suffer from Sutherland’s 
pronunciations, La Stupenda 
lightens for the homey simplicity 
of “The Twelve Days of Christ¬ 
mas,” clearly enjoying Douglas 
Gamley’s arrangement to bits. 
Judging from the energy she puts 
out, Dame Joan must have loved 
recording this album. 

Lyrico-spinto Tebaldi, benefit¬ 
ing from the New Philharmonia 
and Gamley’s arrangements, sum¬ 
mons the considerable beauty still 
with her in 1971 to deliver a heart¬ 
warming program. Even where 
she can no longer lighten and float 
tones higher in the range, her in¬ 
tention and love for the music by 
Bach, Brahms, Frack, Gounod, 
Schubert and others make for 
great singing. Tebaldi’s “Silent 
Night” is an object lesson in how 
to coax greatness out of a simple 
melody without resorting to 
syrupy sentiment. 

Holiday Time, Anton Schwarz 
(antonjazz.com) 

Bay Area tenor saxophonist 
Anton Schwartz joins with a jazz 



pianist, bassist, and drummer to 
perform a short set, five improvs 
on classic Christmas melodies. 
Schwartz and crew occasionally 
sell out Bay Area jazz club Yoshi’s, 
but this disc doesn’t suggest 
they’re ready for an international 
career. While the feeling is good- 
natured and the playing more 
than competent, the improvisa¬ 
tions themselves, which begin 
with fairly straight renditions of 
the melody line, do not offer suf¬ 
ficient variety or inventiveness to 
elevate them above the level of 
easy-listening fare. 

Acoustic Christmas, Steve Glotzer 
(SSR) 

Guitarist Steve Glotzer’s 25- 
year history in the music profes¬ 
sion has included sharing the 
stage with many name artists and 
providing music for the MGM 
movie A Guy Thing, NBC’s Ed, 
The District, and Passions; Fox’s 
King of the Hill; Martha Stewart 
Living; and The Weather Channel. 
With selective addition of bass, 
percussion, drums, dobro, tam¬ 
bourine and bells, Glotzer’s pro¬ 




ceedings are lively, good-natured 
and mostly upbeat, if not exactly 
inspired. 


Apollo's Fire, Noels & Carols 
from the Olde World (Koch) 
Jeannette Sorrell’s Cleveland- 
based Baroque Orchestra has as¬ 
sembled a program that mixes tra¬ 
ditional European carols with 
vocal and orchestral works by 
Biber, Charpentier, Purcell, and 
Cima. The authentic-instrument 
performances are marred by close 
miking and strong conducting 
that grant such works as the fa¬ 
miliar “II est ne le divin enfant” 
with an aggressiveness more suit¬ 
ed for the chant, “Christ is born, 
Get used to it!” 


PEACE on EARTH 



TINGSTAD & RUM BEL CHRISTMAS 


Peace on Earth, Tingstad & Rum- 
bel (Narada) 

This lovely “best of Christmas” 
album features the mellow musi¬ 
cianship of Eric Tingstad (guitars, 
synthesizer) and Nancy Rumbel 
(oboe, English horn, ocarinas, 
synthesizer, chimes, piano), plus 
three visits from keyboardist 
David Lanz. Two tracks are new, 
the rest taken from previous holi¬ 
day albums. The original arrange¬ 
ments are simple, sweet, and re¬ 
laxing in that classic Easy Listen¬ 
ing cum New Age way. Your mind 
may not be taxed nor your spirit 
elevated, but your heart will be 
warmed. 

A Windham Hill Christmas; The 
Very Best of Celtic Christmas 
(Windham Hill) 

The perpetual Windham Hill 
commissions 14 of its most pop- 


A MflNOMAM KttJL Christmas 



ular artists to produce just what 
you’d expect. Highlights are Sean 
Harkness’ “Christmas Time Is 
Here,” the appealing variety of 
Tracy Silverman’s arrangement “O 
Holy Night,” Liz Story’s quite in¬ 
teresting “Have Yourself a Merry 
Little Christmas,” Steve Erquiaga’s 
winning “Little Drummer Boy,” 
Tim Story’s lovely “The Holy and 
the Ivy,” the welcome fun of Philip 
Aaberg’s “The Compleat Nut¬ 
cracker Sweet,” and George Win¬ 
ston surprisingly success in mak¬ 
ing harmonicas sound like bag¬ 
pipes. The remaining tracks are 
mellow and mundane. 

Celtic Christmas offers 19 tracks 
drawn from the six Windham Hill 
CC volumes that have collectively 
sold over a million copies. Mostly 
sticking to tried and true formulas, 
classical artists James Galway and 
Benjamin Verdery join a host of 
folkier musicians to produce a 
most appealing set. N 


MESSIAH flE vlX 


Messiah Remix (Canteloupe) 

The founders of New York’s 
Bang on a Can have commis¬ 
sioned 11 well-known, gifted con¬ 
temporary artists, some famed for 
their work in electronic and tape 
media, to offer original sonic 
remixes of Handel’s Messiah. 
Many of the computerized hits by 
Tod Machover, Charles 
Amirkhanian, Phil Kline, Eve 
Beglarian and others seem rou¬ 
tine, even cynical, as though these 
otherwise venturesome com¬ 
posers could care less about Han¬ 
del’s masterpiece. Laetitia Sona- 
mi’s “Overture on Ice” is among 
the most interesting contribu¬ 
tions. T 





“CHARMINGLY FUNNY AND THOUGHTFULLY DRAMATIC. A GREAT FILM PURE AND SIMPLE!” 

-New York Blade, Washington Blade 

“BEAR CUB is life-affirming in the best sense: unsentimental, hopeful and real.” 

-Frontiers Magazine 

‘Must-See Film... BEAR CUB is about as rich and honest a gay-themed film can be.’ 

-OC Blade 

“Sweet-natured Spanish film. Defies expectations!” “Wry and affectionate.” 

-The New York Times -Los Angeles Times 


Parenthood is about to get a little hairier. 


.bearcubthemovi 


LUA/1IERE 

California at Polk • 777-FHM #097 


EXCLUSIVE ENGAGEMENT NOW PLAYING! 

For showtimes or to buy tickets visit www.movienet.com 
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Out There 

◄ page 26 

stripped down to his birthday suit 
and climbed in.” 

One member reported that “a 
men’s locker-room attendant ac¬ 
costed a European-accented man 
who was spotted misbehaving in 
the steamroom. The man was es¬ 
corted to the manager and kicked 
out of the club.” 

We knew there would be one of 
them there Europeans involved. 
Kick ’em out, make ’em leer in 
English, and they can take their 
fruity French loofahs with ’em, 
too. 

It’s fun to read! 

Victory lap 

BAR contributor Matthew 
Kennedy scored a hit with his 
first-ever biography of Edmund 
Goulding 5 Dark Victory, all about 
the early-20th-century film direc¬ 
tor who made Grand Hotel and 
Bette Davis weepies like the one 
embedded in the book’s title. 

Kennedy will be introducing 
what else, Dark Victory, on the big 
screen at the Bridge Theatre’s 



Goulding made Bette Davis weep. 

glamorous 1939 festival on Mon¬ 
day, Dec. 20. Show starts at 8:30 
p.m., 3010 Geary Blvd., and we 
hear tell Matthew will be signing 
books in the lobby, bridgethe- 
atre.com 

Press releases we never finished 
reading: “Next time you’re ripping 
open a condom, you may be sur¬ 
prised to find fresh breath protec¬ 
tion instead.;)” Jeepers, we hope 
not! T 


Opera in books 

A page 30 

Growing from the inferiority 
complex suffered by Americans in 
the face of European operatic 
hegemony, to the post-WWII era 
when Leontyne Price and William 
Warfield wowed Paris in Porgy and 
Bess, Villamil’s chronicle is based 
on primary research and extensive 
interviews. She not only covers 
singers (the indices are invaluable) 
but the sociological, ethnic and 
cultural changes that made it pos¬ 
sible for Americans to become 
equals with foreign artists (North¬ 
eastern University Press, $40). 

Now for something about the 
work — opera does not succeed 
by voices alone. Puccini and 
“The Girl” (University of Chica¬ 
go Press, $35) is an unlikely exam¬ 
ination of “The History and Re¬ 
ception of The Girl of the Golden 
West,” by Annie J. Randall and 
Rosalind Gray Davis. Anybody 
who loves this opera will go nuts 
over the details of the genesis and 
composition of Fanciulla, plus a 
discussion of various interpreta¬ 
tions, all set in a biographical and 
sociological context. Indices, bib¬ 
liographies and other yummy fac¬ 
tual nuggets are included. 


Finally, we have two of those 
speculative cultural histories that 
will either send you to Nirvana or 
make you throw the book across 
the room, depending on your tol¬ 
erance for academic probing into 
an artform that is usually centered 
in the gonads, not the brain. 
Lawrence Kramer, professor of 
English and Music at Fordham, 
launches another of his sophisti¬ 
cated speculations on Opera and 
Modern Culture (University of 
California Press, $39.95). Treating 
opera as a multimedia rather than 
primarily musical form, Kramer 
examines Wagner and Strauss in 
context with “the birth pangs of 
modern life.” 

Death-Devoted Heart by 

British philosopher Roger Scruton 
(Oxford University Press, $25) 
studies “sex and the sacred in 
Wagner’s Tristan und Isolde .” To 
Scruton, Tristan has a profoundly 
religious meaning, and he offers 
some startling suggestions about 
the nature of erotic love in our 
culture and the sacred qualities of 
human passion, ritual sacrifice 
and redemption. I opened this 
book one evening and couldn’t 
stop reading until I finished it 
after Midnight. Musical examples, 
notes, bibliography and index in¬ 
cluded. ▼ 



BayAreaI 'EPORTER 

Personals 


MASSAGE 


TED 415 * 706*4288 



LOVING 

STROKES 

Nurturing, Sensual 
Healing, Satisfying 



STRONG HANDS 
SENSITIVE & EXPERIENCED 

From Stress Reduction to 
Simple Relaxation 

STEVE C.M.T. 
821-2985 



BODY2RELAX 
Alejandro CMT 

415 . 297.8360 
body2relax@ 

YAHOO.COM 


Personal Touch 

Therapeutic & Erotic 
Deep, Satisfying Massage 
Certified & Discreet 

Daniel 626-4192 Eves/Wknds 


SEXY ASIAN 

$60 Jim 269-5707 


Erotic nude Mass by mature, in-shape 
man SF24Hr Mark 398-2441 

_ E52 

YOUNG SMOOTH 
TENDER ASIAN 

OUT $60 

DAVE 395-9354 
CEL. 724-8066 

_._E51 

BODYWORK BY ASIAN 

Real massage. In/Out. 218-0128 

•‘E51 

IT’S A GUY THING 

Swed. massage for your male body 
Castro. In $39. Peter • 298-3309 

E51 

MASSAGE BY HOT ASIAN 

30,5'8" / 145, Silky XXX Smooth 
$80 In/100 Out, Call Hung 948-7244.^ 

SANTA ROSA 
HIDEAWAY 

Superb very personal massage plus 
fantasies explored by mature masseur 
in remote country setting. Also,group 
massages and Overnight and Daytime 
Spa and Massage Getaway Packages. 
Roger 707-525-1771www.sr-hideaway.com i 

COMPLETE FULL BODY 

. Sensual massage done in the nude by 
masculine endowed mature masseur 
at your place.Chuck* (510)388-4941 z 

SJ SFEB ASIAN CMT 

VGL masc GAM,33/5'6'7150/6.5. 
Sensual full body acupressure & 
Shiatsu massage w/release done 
nude, Therapeutic too. In/Out. 

Call Smooth Doug 408-202-0811. 

___E51 

Peninsula Therapeutic and Erotic 
In/Out. Full Body TLC 650-367-7528^ 

Sexy blonde will rub U down 

HOT EURO BOY 

Horny 24yobottom/smooth 5'7"135# 
In/Out Calls - Jason 415-210-1526 


Interactive 

Massage 

Therapy. 

Deep Tissue, 
Swedish, 
— Cellulil 



Sergei CMT (415) 269-4470 



ATWE 
•YWORK 

Empower 
ifel Yourself 
Thru 

Supportive, 
Sensual, 
Nurturing 
and Healing 
Touch 

'aider, cm 
15 ) 447-2700 


Brian 415-252-8126 

www.MassageByBrian.com 


Deep Tissue 

Shiatsu 

Swedish 



* £•#* 16516 StufiOJL 

Philip: 4154850-4333 

www.berIinboy.com 


MASSAGE BY 
MUSCLED DUDE 

call Dave @ 650-533-2560 $80/hr E52 
www.handsontouch.org 

SACRED TOUCH 

Intentional Focused Eroticism 
Derek, CMT415-255-1164 

Hot Asian/Spanish Dude 51" 150# 

EROTIC MASSAGE 

Str8 acting 23 yo, horny & friendly 
In/Out calls - Nick 415-690-6552 ai 

SEXY SOCCER 
PLAYER 

Erotic nude massage masculine 
friendly handsome Latino 28yo 24/7 
158 lbs in/out call Max 441-2854 

E51 

GIVE ME YOUR BODY 

for 1 hour. Let go. Feel the need. 
Castro. In $39. Peter • 298-3309 

E51 

RESPECTFULLY 

SENSUAL 

Professional Massage Performed 
in the nude allowing mutual 
touch & release. Visa/M C/Amex 
Steven, CMT 415 626-4800 

WWW.GAYMASSAGE.ORG 

- E51 

SENSUAL NUDE MASSAGE 

By handsome masculine hot Latin. 
27y/o,150#,5'8".Call Luis 336-0419 5i 

TRIP TO XTASY!!! 

BUNS & LEGS, NOOKS & 
CRANNYS, MY SPECIALITY 

Hotman 48,6', 165#, S&P beard, 
hung Erotic Full body massage. In/Out 
lOam-lOpm $60-70 M/C, Visa Add 
$5. Call Dick 415-244-8828 




Balancing T ouch 

Therapeutic and relaxing. 
Skillfully blending Acupressure, 
Hawaiian Lomilomi, Cranio- 
Sacral, Jin Shin Jyutsu and 
Hot Magical Stones. Non-sexual. 
Ramona 415.374.8963 


FERNANDO 


ft 


Swedish 

and 

deep 

tissue mas¬ 
sage . 
in and out 

415.505.9056 

fernandoalvaro@earthlink.net 



KEN cmt 


415.269.1045 


YtouchbodYwbrk.net 


COMPLETE RELEASE 


CONCORD-WALNUT CREEK 

FULL BODY/FULL PLEASURE 

BY FRED OR BUTCHY 
90-MINUTES/$40 

CALL: 925-6S2-5675 


KNOW YOUR PROSTATE!! 

Gr. prostate massage + Full-body. 

$60 in (415) 989-7736 Union Sq Area^ o5 

FIRESIDE MASSAGE 

Unique style therapeutic and erotic 
massage in front of a fireplace. Out 
calls available also. 

Johnny 505-3060 

. _E51 

NAPA, VERY BEST 
DEEP TISSUE 

Swedish massage. Beautiful hillside 
location. David CMT 707.738.9577 

' _E51 

Magnificent Massage “Huge Hands" 


Young Nude Massage SfErotic.com^ 

EAST BAY MASSAGE 

Therapeutic To Erotic, Relaxing 
To Deeply Stimulating. $100 For 
90 Min. Brad 510-418-0979 Or Go 
To Website: Bradinberkeley.com 

Vallejo:Massage4Men(925)200-6236 ^ o5 

VALENTE 

Massage by sexy Mexican 
www.gaydar.co.uk/valentemx 
Cell: 415-342-1675. 

_E51 

SPEEDO BOY, 24 

Cute CMT Jason (415) 929-9224. 

_.___1_E04-05 

San Jose Massage • 408-729-7156. 
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MASSAGE 





Jay 

Swedish 

■ ffv w 

Massage 


CMT 



is 63 

f 

i 


415-407-9424 

HRs10am-7pm Monday-Sunday 

jjwagner70@hotmail.com 


Respectfully Sensual 


/ 




SS-gS® (415)626-48001 

Deep Tissue Myofascial Release I 
Sports, Swedish. Van Ness & Market I 

www.gaymassage.orgl 






m 

•j irony 
co/ivanlant 


SENSUAL DEEP TISSUE MASSAGE 



[ealing Hands 
;h • Reiki 
15.661.837 


In/Out 
$100-2 hr 
25-5’ 7”-138 


Call RON 

(415) 235-2755 

Full Body 
Deep Tissue 
Pressure 
Therapeutic 
Sensual 


Professional Foot & Body 
with Aroma Oils 


THAI MASSAGE 


Relaxing 

Nurturing 

Healing 

Swedish 
full-body 
massage 
Upper 
Noe Valley 

(415) I 
282-6632 

romyns@hotmail.com 


Expanded Hours 




CHAI 

5'H” Muscular 
Asian Spdrtsman. 

Totally Relaxing 
Sensual, Deep Tension 1 
Release. 4I5.59B.3854 



BODYWORK 

Healing ■ Swedish 
Deep Tissue 

Hot Surfer Boy CMT 

Jason 571.0224 


NON-SEXUAL 




Therapeutic 
Massage 
by Strong, 
U Friendly CMT 
Swedish/ 
Deep Tissue 
In/Out 
on a 
Massage Table 


i\ 



Michael CMT 

1415-235-8605 

Healing Massage 

v Swedish Style 
* Nurturing 
Therapeutic 


Connect with your core energy and experience 
a state of peace, bliss and deep relaxation 



ACHING FOR A MASSAGE 

Deep, rich, relaxing, strong therapeu¬ 
tic massage for in-shape guys by 29 yr 
old. Student discount. In/Out calls, 
day/eve and late nite apptmts avail. 
Eric * 841-5870. 

§51 

SWEDISH MASSAGE 

Stress. Time to get a massage by 
Juan Sanchez, CMT, Non-Sexual. 
415-305-6856. 
www.juanparoa.com 


cares 


what 


think? 


Your opinions make a difference to us in delivering news, 
features, events, special offers and advertisements. 

To serve our readers best, we invite you totake a few 
minutes and respond to our online survery. You may 
even win one of several prizes just for taking part. 



NOTE: If you are willing to take our survey, we promise tc 
keep your identity completely confidential. 


To participate, go to 
r http://go.hpolsurveys.com/NGNG^ 
tor more details 


Body-Work 

by Danryg 


J - w 

Dann mmm 

* i 

EsWfc'; 


Twin Peaks ^ 
Close tb Cast 
EZ Parking J| 

Relax & Enjoj> my" 
"Focused Touch" 


647-9777 


,4%r 



CMT 


SWEDISH/DEEP TISSUE MASSAGE 
www.SomaHands.com 

415-864-6384 


|CMT 

415-863-1747 


UNION SQUARE 


HOT ASIAN CMT 

Swedish Deep-Tissue Sensual 
Massage By Sexy Asian 57" 150# 

In $70/0ut $85. 415-994-1276 

INTEGRATIVE BODYWORK 

Dr. Kirk Prine, CMT 415 552-7417 
www-fleshandspirit.org/kp2.html ^ 

EXCELLENT MASSAGE 

Hot Nude Erotic Touch/Skilled 
Intuitive Bodywork 2 Your Needs 
In Warm Clean Studio Nr Dolores 
Park By Tall, Smooth Muse. Blond 
W/Strong Hands lHr=$85, 90 Min. 
= $100,2Hrs =$120 Heron Saline CMT. 
415/706-9740/Also Avail: Tantra, 
Hypno-, Sports-, & Prostate-Massac^ 

24 Y.O., 5'8" x 150 Strt, Gymnast's 

NUDE BRAZILIAN RUB!! 

Soft Sensi. Touch Steve 994-9409 

§51 

PAPI LATINO 

Nude Massage By Handsome Boy 
28Y/0,160 Lbs. Call Gael 
415 374-6914. In/Out. 

Castro Certified *0nly $45 / $65 

*WANNA MELT?* 

Jim de Masseur * 415-621-4517 

E51 

HEALING HANDS 4 THE 

Brokenhearted. Body Mind Spirit. 
Castro. In $39. Peter * 298-3309 

E51 

CHINESE GQ LOOKER 
PROVIDES EXCELLENT 
BODYWORK • PAMPER 
YOURSELF BY CALLING 
DREW @ 415-255-0850 
31,571", 175 Lbs.Outgoing. Strong 
Hands. No Attitude. Email Me: 
Massagebydrew@earthlink.net ^ q5 

MARK MASSAGE 

By Asian In/Out Swedish/Thai 
60/80 Visa/Mc/Amex 552-3002 

Berkeley. Esalen/Sports Massage 
Visa/Mc Kent CMT 
(510) 845-3036 



I Reeii Waller, CMT 
1 Relaxing 
Therapeutic 
Ecstatic 
510 . 531.1574 

Avail. 12pm-10pm 


| Dean 6'6” 2401bs 
S75 In 
415.225.7743 

T hePowerO fT ouch 
.com 



Come feel the 
heal of Thailand. 

Sensual Thai MSG 
by Kob 346-7975 

ASIAN JOCK 



511” *195# 
Masculine 47yo 


Deep Swedish 
Legit/Erotic 
7am-11pm In/Out 
510.601.6995 


Sensuality And Sensibility 
www.tgpraxis.net 415-505-8980 ^ 

BAD DADDY’S 
BOY 

23 YO Asian Bottom Cute In Shape 
Nice Body Nude Massage Safe 24/7 
Downtown SF 415 368-4628 ^ 

ASIAN TOUCH BODYWORK 

Intuitive, Soothing, Reliable CMT 
Short Notice 260-0613 Frank In/Out 

_E51 

Fremont, Jim CMT • Great Hands • 
Therapeutic/Relaxing, Mature 
$40/Hour • (510) 651-2217 

Roaring Fire. Strong Gifted Hands 
Great Touch Dedicated w30 yrs. exp. 
Chip@sfgaymassage.com 810-8140 
Wkend Classes Avail. For Couples 

_ E53 

San Jose - Full Body - Swedish - CMT 
$40/Hr - $55 ll/2Hr-Same Day Appt 
8AM - 9PM Daily. Showers Avail. 
408-288-6169 Anthony-Air Cond^ o5 

MAGIC HANDS 

Tension Release, Therapeutic, 
Revitalizing. Swedish, Deep Tissue, 
Sensual. George, CMT 
510-541-3718 Outcall 

E51 

Michael's Bodywork - East Bay 

HEART-FELT MASSAGE 

Mike, CMT. $40/Hour. 510 436-3305 

E53 

Great Deep/Swedish, Shiatsu Combo 

DYNAMIC BODYWORK 

Quiet Noe Studio, CMT, 15 Yrs. Exp. 
$55/Hr. $75/90 Min. Ed 415-647-4388^ 

HOT & SEXY C.M.T. 

Great Massage By Experienced 
Well Endowed Friendly CMT 320-0302^ 

ASIAN EAST 
BAY 

Sensual Full Body Massage 
In $50, Out $60,510-420-0112 Kenji 

Relaxing Swedish Massage . 38, 6'2, 
195, Handsome wih strong hands, 

$55 hr in only. 

Call Rob 415-845-4807 

MAN TO MAN 

In San Jose • 408-729-7156. eqi 

POZ MASSAGE-DISCOUNT 
MORE INFO (510) 763-1013. 

___ x _§51 

HOT CUTE ASIAN 

Swedish/deep tissue 
(415)533-3635 Roy. £52 

Swedish Erotic Massage 
Table/Oil/Cool Music/Nude CMT 
Therapeutic, Relaxing & Erotic 
$60/Hr/ln Ony 510-763-1013. 
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massage 




SDDTHING 
SENSUAL . 
SWEDISH 
CERTIFIED 

CENTRALLY LQ- 
CATED 

IDAM-IDPM 
MOST DAYS 


Kelso, C.M.T. 
415/864-3133 


Exotic and Erotic 

TWO MAN 
MASSAGE 

www.4Dchurch.com 415-240-1240 


Sexy Jock, Italian,6',175 Lbs 
Swedish,Sensual Massage. In/Out- 
Jon(510)658-2437. Hotels Too! 

E51 

HOT SURFER BOY 

Full Body* Deep Tissue* Swedish 
CMT*$65/$85 Jason (415)571-0224 




Mack's "FullBody" Massage 
In & Outeal Is - 415-350-0968 


CUTE 33 SPANISH GUY 

Great nude massage. 290-2041, $60 


INTEGRATIVE BODYWORK 

Dr. Kirk Prine, CMT 415 552-7417 
www-fleshandspirit.org/kp2.html 

£51 



EXCELLENT MASSAGE 

Hot Nude Erotic Touch/Skilled 
Intuitive Bodywork 2 Your Needs 
In Warm Clean Studio Nr Dolores 
Park By Tall, Smooth Muse. Blond 
W/Strong Hands lHr=$85, 90 Min. 
= $100,2Hrs -$120 Heron Saline CMT. 
415/706-9740/Also Avail:'Tantra, 
Hypno-, Sports-, &Prostate-Massacje 2 




A Loving Touch 


Peep-Tissue, 
Swedish, snd 
Msssgge 

JOHN, cmt. 
415.5312969 


Luis 

Professional 
Deep 
Swedish 


Therapeutic 
and Sensual 
Stress Release 


24 Y.O., 5'8" x 150 Strt, Gymnast's 

NUDE BRAZILIAN 
RUB!! 

Soft Sensl. Touch Steve 994-9409 


PAPI LATINO 

Nude Massage By Handsome Boy 
28Y/0, 160 Lbs. Call Gael 
415 374-6914. In/Out. 



AIL AGES/RACES/BODY TYPES NUDE PICS/INFO: 

www.onehotmassage.com 
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Payment must acco 
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| Minimum $10 charge 
| on Visa and MasterCard. 

L --- 

CREDIT CARD PAYMENT 
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MODELS/ESCORTS 


BAR E 

Help us find out if HIV 
superinfection is a real 
concern for the positive 
community. 

HIV +/+ partners... 
Receive FREE drug 
resistance testing 6c 
$70 each in this 
important UCSF study. 

CALL TODAY! 

(415) 734-4878 


BACK? 


ALL AMERICAN 






Aaron tf’/l 65/8*7 
24 vo Massage & 
Escort in fk out 
415 577 5920 


RENTDEREK.COM 

415.425.3735 


In/Out 24/7 Classic 
917-623 - 





Li 


RICARDO 

25 yo. 5'10", 175# 

www.1atino4men.com 



i /erzotile, friendly, 'Z'Zyo 


-LONG & SLOW- 
MY SPECIALTY 

6’3”, 185# Top 
From Mild to Wild. 
Sensual & Slow. 
Playroom/Sling 
Beginners Welcome 

Call Jay 

415.385.9623 


Tom BuStone 


iPi/ 



Handsome t Hairy t6S 160 


Super Hung Total Top 


Reliable 

Professional 

Trustworthy 

Discreet 

Safe 


Vanilla 

Kink 

Domination 
Role Play 
Massage 


Demand Quality 

415-256-6743 


Calls returned in 5 minutes 
email:TomBuStoneXXX(spaol.com 



iODEL 

• M I Kj n 3 H 

French 

Canadian 


New 

to SF 


24/7 

602-^85 4184 



AUSTRALIA'S 

TRENT FOSTERS 

Mens Magazine 
Cover Model 03 
5'10"s, 205lbs, 9X7 
Cut, Blue Eyes 

Versatile Top, Erotic Massage, 

Muscle Worship, Cash/Credit 
Cards. $250+ 

323»899*4544 

No blocked calls pis. 

WWW.TREIMTFOSTERS.COM 

MUSCLE S&M TOP 

Farmer, 6', 32 yo, well hung. Call 
Brad @ 415-596-4184 SF calls onl£ 

BOYISHLY CUTE! 

AFFECTIONATE, PASSIONATE 
FRIENDLY, CLEAN, KISSABLE 

26, blo/blu,slim,smooth,bottom! 

No STD's, no drugs, no attitude! 
$120+cab. Out only. 415-871-4228. 
LET'S HAVE SOME FUN! • SEAN • 

SEXY VERSATILE GUY 

Friendly Latino, smooth body, tan 
slim, cleancut, gym toned, 26yrs 
57", 130#, 7x6 Erik 235-6090 

Frat Hunk 

Solid/Masculine/Affectionate 
Out 415-640-4045 

LEATHER TOP! 

Light to heavy sensual SM 
handsome experienced w/dungeon 

TOM 415-487-1296 

ARAB-AMERICAN 
FOOT-TOP 

Worship my size 11s. Pics. avl. 
mymasterfulfeet@sbcglobal.net 

HEAVY RAUNCH FF W/S 

Scat • Verbal Abuse, 5'8 Hairy 165 
Muscle-Dad 9" Uncut 415-577-0406 

8" Party Stud/Ken/346-4966/$60 E 

GERMAN JOCK 24 
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Tommy: 646-623-7760 
WWW.TOMHYBICBOY.COH 


i MULATTO 6UY 9’’ 

; “Every white man's fantasy, 

; every white man's dream!” 

i 24 hrs (415) 775-4771 


EXPERT BLK TOP STUD 

Ex-tall 6'6" 240Lbs 38y/o, Smth 
muse build ex-sexy very goodlkng and 
totally masculine. Ex-hung true 10X7 
manf***ker. Out Only. 24 Hrs, late 
nite call OK. 

Call Robb at 240-0842 

$150. www.geocities.com/blktoplO E5i 

LET'S PARTY 9” 

(415) 775-4771 24-Hours 


TOTAL DOMINATION 

Str8 Hard Muscle C-CK!!! 

32 5'9" 185# BI/BI 415-336-1863 

E51 

NEW AFROCUBAN BOY 

24/7 Safe Play And/Or Nude 
Erotic Massage. In And Out 
5' 7" 130Lbs 8Cut 25Y0 Versatile 
415 336-4188 
Domingo 


MEN’S FITNESS 
MODEL 

You'll Remember My TV Ads For 
Gillette Sensor "The Best A Man 
Can Be." 6'3" 190 Lbs, Muse, 
Blnd/Brwn Naturally Smooth, 37 Y/0 

HUNG LIKE A CHAMPION 

9.5 x 7 Cut Avail. 

415.812.3147 


Young Asian 


TOP JEWISH 
STUD 

Very Handsome Sexy Classy, Will Give 
You The Ultimate Pleasure 207-6117 


6'0 185 Lbs Masc 

HOT JOCK 

150 In/Out Joe 240-5664 


HUNG LIKE 
HORSE! 

10" Long + Thick 26,6'2"205Lbs 
33w,46c, Blk Hr Grn Eyes. Bend 
over# Get yr butt pounded by "Jock- 
strap"@415.518.2716 HIV- 
and STD Free. 



EUROPEAN PORN-MODEL 

5'9",210#, 10X6,36yo, top/bottom, 
bodybuilder,Out,24/7 (415)239- 
6916, (415) 225-8827. Antony. 


Mike, 39,5'10", 190#, Bl/Bly 
Clean-cut, Muscle Hunk 
In/Out $100, 

(415) 863-8932 


Muscle Worship Only. No Sex. 

BLACK MUSCLES 

Straight guy 6'3"230 415-240-5330 


GIVE YOURSELF A BIG 
(9.5X6 UC,ITAL) PRESENT 
THIS YEAR. YOU WON’T 
BE DISAPPOINTED! 

SCOTT, 252-8552. 


Check Out Alex Young n Hung UC 

21Y0 LATIN TOP 9.5 

Men & Women Welcome 

Outcalls Only 

Call Me: 415-621-4979 

Photos.Yahoo.com/Alexsflatin21 


6'3" 250#, Furry Muscle 

BIKER TOP 

415-596-6235 • DaddyBruno.com 


29Y0 Latin Top Uncut 8"Safe 57" 
138# VGL Stud $120Pgr 313-0347 

E5: 




Hot+Masculine w/Buzzcut & Goatee 
Handsome 6ft.Well-Hung, Big Balls 

SHAVED HEAD 
STUD 

Clinf415-540-5311-ln/0uf24 Hrs 
www.geocities.com/Swingonmythingsf 
/photopage.html 

Happy HOLEdays FF Bliss. 

SF Housecalls. 

Morlex 679-3320. 


BOYISHLY CUTE! 

AFFECTIONATE, PASSIONATE 
FRIENDLY,CLEAN,KISSABLE 

26, blo/blu,slim,smooth,bottom! 

No STD's, no drugs, no attitude! 
$120+cab. Out only. 415-871-4228. 
LET'S HAVE SOME FUN! • SEAN • 


SEXY VERSATILE GUY 

Friendly Latino, smooth body, tan 
slim, cleancut, gym toned, 26yrs 
57", 130#, 7x6 Erik 235-6090 

Frat Hunk 

Solid/Masculine/Affectionate 
Out 415-640-4045 



New in Town!! 
Luke 

Real Photo, 
Blonde, Blue, 22y.o. 
8.5 Thick 

Downtown Location 
I In/Out • 24/7 

415-722-6745 


fwhen only the BEST will do! 



Jake Walker 


#1 Rated Escort in S.F. 

* 30 y.o., 6ft., 170# 

* 8” cut, thick 

* Italian/French background 

* Hot h MASCULINE 

* Sexy Blue eyes 

* Exceptional good looks 

* ZERO Attitude!! 

* Very DISCREET & Professional 


IN/ 

OUT 


(415) 412-1451 TopSFstud.com 



BODYBUILDER 
MUSCLE WORSHIP 

EROTIC MASSAGE AND 
MORE... 

510”•235LBS 
CII. 52”. A. 19”, W.33” 
CALL HOB 415-567-6015 
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UMXilUi 


PEOPLE 



Men Meet Men Right Now! 

Preview each guy before you decide to connect live! 

Try it for 



Who’s Waiting for You? 

Live Local Men 


FREE TRIAL 

CODE: 2160 


San Francisco 
415 - 402 - 


408 - 257-4411 
925 - 426-5588 
650 - 223-0200 
510 - 859-2000 

Other Local #’s 

1-800-777-8000 


SAN FRANCISCO 





PARTY 

2ND mi. EACH MONTI 

nivjiTE SESSint xi» uituiu 

315BB4 276BI 


OPERA & 

SYMPHONY LOVER? 


GWM, high-tech professional, 52, 
HIV-, bm hair & eyes, 5'11" av build 
ISO fellow music afficionado in his 
30's or 40's, HIV-, attractive, upbeat 
attitude & playful wit! Polite with 
good social skills, OUT and comfort¬ 
able, compassionate & easy going. 
Our client is an Opera fan, loves the 
symphony, singing and Sunday New 
York Times. San Jose or San Fran¬ 
cisco Bay Areas preferred. Viit 
www.VXOPartners.com client ad 


2738 (FREE). 




415-707-2400 408-539-2400 707-582-2400 
510-281-2400 650-649-2500 925-955-2000 



DONATE TOYS 

at any one of toy drive parties for 
Mama's Toy Drive, benefiting the kids 
at Camp Sunburst! Do it today! 


Good Head in Sonoma County. 
Call Days 707-823-3895 


STRICTLY SEX!! 

Hook-up Discreetly. 18+. 

Call 415-247-2000 or 
510-814-6699. Ad #5102. 


Fisting Top looking for some A list 
pussy. 752-0971. 


Bare Assed Spanking 
SF's Best Spanker 
Daddy Howard. 929-1185 


Gwm Pals, 50/24, In S. Cruz Seek 
18-26/Fit Sex Mate 831-722-3739^ 

* SEASONS BEATING* 

Naughty Boys Spanked Over Knee 
415-864-2766 






fiARii 


K 


1.900.226.7036 


Only $1.99 per minute to respond to ads! 
Don't want to use the #900 line? Use BLOCK OF TIME™ You can purchase time on our system by calling 

1-800-321-6845 and requesting a 10, 20, 30, or 60 minute Block of Time™ with discounts of up to 20%. The cost is $1.99 per minute and you may use 
your Visa, MasterCard, Discover, or American Express card. You will be able to respond, browse, and retrieve messages by using your Block of Time™ ac¬ 
count from any touch-tone phone! Available only on touch-tone telephones. You must be at least 18 years old to call. 



BARixlk 

PERSONALS 
ARE FREE! 


CATEGORY 

Parting Glances □ 
Seeking Relationship □ 
Seeking Adventure □ 
Lesbian □ 
Fetishes □ 
Couples □ 
Others □ 


You must use this form to submit ads. Deadline for ads is TUESDAY at 5 PM, for the fol¬ 
lowing week's issue. New ads run for three consecutive weeks. You will be notified by mail 
with information on how to leave and retrieve messages from your mailbox ad. Print clear¬ 
ly. No ads will be accepted without valid address, telephone number and legible text. The 
Bay Area Reporter reserves the right to edit ads. One ad per customer per week. 


Name 

Daytime Telephone 

Address 

Evening Telephone 

City 

1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 

State Zip 

II 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 


Headline, 30 characters maximum 


Write the rest of your ad here, 30 w 


MAIL FORM TO: BAR Talk, Bay Area Reporter, 395 Ninth Street, San Francisco, CA 94103 


PARTING 

GLANCES 


RPCV Western Samoa 

Found your Fale at "Out of the Closet" on Church. 
Lets Talk. 1st 71438 


SEEKING 

RELATIONSHIP 


Sharing Is Better Than Not 

GAM, 38, 5'7", medium build, caring, sensitive, 
honest professional looking for giving, deep think¬ 
ing, down to Earth, masculine man, 39-46, to de¬ 
velop friendship/something more. Willing to relo¬ 
cate. 1st 71443 


ISO Well Endowed L XL GBM 

Submissive sexy GWM 45, slim 6', hairy, shaved 
head, healthy HIV+, passionate, playful, good 
sense of humor, honest. Older/larger, sincere, hot 
LTR preferred. No Hard Drugs. Go For It 
a 71444 


Single And Available To Love 

Handsome Latino, Brazilian. 142 lbs, 57", 38yo. 
Endowed to make you happy. Clean, financially 
stable. Fun. Looking for guys under 40. WGM 
only. 

a 71439 


48 GWM Sacramento Seek ?? 

5'11", 200lbs. Looking for??. Friend or more. I'm 
sincere, honest, caring and friendly. Lots of differ¬ 
ent interest. Like white and latin guys 26 to 42. 
Take a chance! 
a 71429 


SEEKING 

ADVENTURE 


Playful Submissive Bottom 

GWM 40, 162, 6'1", HIV + . Bottom & 

Oral. ISO GM, 35-50yrs. A Top, love Brn & 
dark hair. I need a buddy to play with, one 
on one. Please, can learn from, etc. Add 
that to what I know, and wow, thank you! 
a 71442 


Handsome English Broken Latino 

Slender, light skin, 57", 165 lbs., looking for 
friend and something more (37 y/o) 
a 71445 


Younger/Older GW Sex Buddies 

Seeking others for casual/ hot get-togethers in 
South Santa Cruz County. All races welcome. 
Must be 18-26, fit, healthy. We are 50 and 24, 
healthy, versatile. Let's play! 
a 71441 


Just a Little Rough 

Do You Like The Feel of Teeth on Your Hard - 
Cock? Having Your Balls Pulled? Me Too. GWM, 
59,5'10", 145lbs. Let's Talk, 
a 71448 


Black Mature 45 Visiting SF 

Versatile oral bottom. Sucks, rim, clean ass, dom¬ 
inated, submissive. Versatile in all. One on One, 
group, three wall. All races, men of color a +. 
a 71440 


Play safe! 

Always use a condom. 


FETISHES 


Medical Exam Pig 

GWM 5'9" 160Lbs 41 needs a complete, 
humiliating, sadistic physical by real Doc, 
P.A., or nurse. Open me wide. Confidentiality 
assured, 
a 71447 


Serious Nipple Pig ISO Nip Workout Buddy 

Serious Nip Pig 50 yr old 220# & huge erect 
nips seeks dominant, masculine, muscular Nip 
Pig wkout buddy for serious Nip workout 
sessions. Brn, brn, saitpepper gatee, tats 
piercings. Smoker - smokers A+ 
a 71446 










































































































16 December 2004 BAY AREA REPORTER 47 



iiiirni* 


REDELE 


XXX WEB 


• Live Talk 

• Meet Ads 

• Voice Mail 
24 Hours 

$2.00 

976-7500 


( 

Free 

415) 981-8123 

m 

W 

085 


BUTCH BEAR 

In search of masculine in-shape 
brawny men with facial/body hair 
for print, online and video projects. 
Work for a professional and 
easy-going studio. Top pay. 

Email teddy@butchbear.com E52 

Mature Men 50-80 Wanted For 
Fun XXX Video. Perfect Body Not 
Needed. RU Handsome? Equipment Still 
In Working Order? Call Us 
You Could Be A Star! 510-234-2215 


KINKVIDEO.COM 

Seeks hot horny guys 4 All-Male 
Fetish Videos! 415-436-9840. 


FACTORY VIDEO 

You - Hot,18-35, in shape. Like sex 
& showing off+ Making $$. Call now 
for an interview. Also looking for bears. 
Call us at 415-777-9070. 
www.factoryvideos.com 




Introducing M4M 


nuun 

For men who want more 


New features 

help you find 
men faster! 


Now up *o 
9 photos 

Real voice 

Profiles 

Free 

Conference 

Calling 




_ 








"Think you know 

what straight men won't do? 

Think again."™ 
































































